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PREFACE. 



It is presumed, that a History of Norwich, 
which, in the small compass of a portable volume, 
shall contain the most prominent facts recorded by 
historians, together with an account of the remark- 
able structures, Ac of £he city, and the chief improve- 
ments achieved by modern ingenuity, may not prove 
unacceptable to the citizen of that place, and may 
be found useful to the occasional visitor. 

The present publication aims at these objects. It 
is needless to make, an ostentatious statement of the 
industry used in its compilation, or of the quantity 
of original matter which it contains ; both will appear 
on inspection, and the degree of judgement which 
has guided the one, or of accuracy attributable 
to the other, are, with deference, submitted to the 
public estimation. 

Some acknowledgment, may however be deemed 
necessary, of those authors to whom the editor has 
been chiefly indebted. — In general, Blomefield has 
been followed, comparison being made with other 
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writers, as Neville, -Camden, &c. — and in particular 
branches, the authorities are commonly quoted by 
name: it is right to observe, that the list of Members 
of Parliament is chiefly derived from Beataiffe's 
Norfolk Tour, a work which has also been used (not 
without acknowledgment) in the account of the 
manufactures. 

The kind communications of friends deserve the 
warmest thanks ; and notices of any errors or omis- 
sions in the work, addressed to the publisher, will 
be most thankfully received, and properly regarded, 
should the encouragement of the public demand 
(at any future time) another edition. 



ERRATA. 



Page 148— dele the two bottotn Hues. 
— — 159— line s, for .mo read MB. 

101 — the note— for page 49 read page £1. 

186— line IT, for o read to. 

- — 1»3 — « 20, for 700o read 700. 
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fllSHORKAi. AGGOUNT 



,OF TH1 



■'• .'J 
I. 
J 



c/rr of no&wicm, 



The traditionary accounts of the origin of this city/ 
like those of all "other places claiming the Honor of 
high antiquity, abound with false legends and absurd" 
fables: we will not tire our readers by tire insertion 
of such matter, but relate that' only, which, by the 
concurrent testimony of respectable authors, war** 
rants our adoption, ; * * " 

Most writers agree, that the Romans first esta- 
blished themselves in these partsV' under Claudius ; 
Caesar, about the year 40 after Christ; when, having 
overthrown thelceni, they built fortifications and in- 
troduced garrisons in order to retail* "their Conquest; 1 
the conduct of these original inhabitants giving gbdd ' 
cause for suspicion, 

taistor was one of the most considerable ' Of thesd : 
stations, generally supposed the" teiita I^ndtiini^ 
(though Rlomefield witli much apparent reason, would 
fi*tftat at North Elmham); aud Noi^ch is coming ' 
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6 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

1/ derived from the North-wic, or Northern Cattle, as 
being thus situated with respect to Caistor: it is sup- 
posed to have existed soon after the Romans took 
their final leave of this country, when, under the 
Saxons, the counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, and part of 
Cambridgeshire, comprised what was called the king- 
dom of the East Angles ; Uffa being the first king in 
675: but the name of Norwich, as Camden first re- 
marked, is no where met with in history before the 
Danish invasion. 

The Danes settled here in 1010, having burnt and 
destroyed the old city about six years before, so that 
from this time the present one took its rise: they con- 
tinued here, under Sweyn until his death, in 1014, 
when the English invited their king Etheldred 
from Normandy, whither he had been obliged to fly, 
who returning, beat Canute, the king chosen by the 
I>anes. Edmund Ironside, the successor of JJthel- 
dred, fought many battles against Canute, with various 
success, at length a compromise was effected and the 
kingdom divided between them, but shortly after, by 
the treacherous death of Edmund, Canute succeeded 
to the possession of the whole. 
. Amidst all these transactions, the Danish earl 
Turkil had remained governor of Norfolk; for being 
appointed to this dignity by Sweyn, soon after the 
capture of the city, he was continued in office by 
Etheldred; notwithstanding which, he sailed to 
Denmark, with part of a fleet entrusted to him by 
the king, and was the cause of Canute's return. 

• Under the dominion of the Danes, this city, which 
they bad formerly been the destroyers of, increased 
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greatly; and, during the reign of Edward the Con- 
fessor, was an hundred within itself, containing 182d 
burgesses and 25 parish churches, according to the 
domesdaj survey. 

In the time of William the Conqueror, it was in a 
progressive state of improvement, till the year 1075, 
when Ralph de Waiet, to whom the king had given 
the earldom, city, and castle, rebelled against him» 
and was joined by many other noblemen; however, 
the king's forces in Worcestershire, headed by WoP 
stan bishop of Worcester, prevented the junction of 
Roger earl of Hereford with Ralph; whilst others in 
Norfolk attacking die latter, forced him to retire to 
Norwich, where not receiving the assistance he ex- 
pected from the people, he fled, with the chief of his 
followers, into Brittany, leaving his wife to protect the 
castle, who, after a gallant defence, was compelled 
to surrender, on condition that she and her garrison 
should quit the kingdom, never to return without the 
king's special licence. 

"In this siege the city suffered much, as we leant 
from Domesday; many of the citizens who took the 
earl's part, fled away, and so forfeited all they had, 
others were forced to go away, because Waleram, 
under pretence that they had joined the earl, whether 
they did or no, invaded and seized their inheritances, 
and a greater part were forced to look out for them- 
selves, the chief of the city being burnt down at the 
siege, so that they had no places of residence, and 
others were so heavily fined and taxed by the kingi 
that they were forced to fly; and thus by this one 
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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 



conspiracy, the city received prodigious damage 



every way.*'* 



All the possessions of earl Ralph coming into the 
conqueror's hands, Itoger Bigod was made constable 
of the castle, and king's bailiff, who, upon the acces- 
sion of William Jlufus, retained the castle; and to 
ine utmost of his power assisted Robert Curthose, 
£iuke of Normandy, elder brother to Kufus, and a 
competitor for the crown; but, upon a peace being 
jnade, the duke stipulated the restoration of lands 
and inheritances to, those who had supported him, kf 
virtue of which itoger Bigod was continued here, 
and gave no future Cause for complaint. 

The translation of the See front Thetford hithef 
look place about this time; .which, added to the re- 
turn of tranquillity, .promoted th0 city s increase, botb 
in riches and magnitude. 

Henry, succeeding to the thrdne, was firmly suj|H 
ported by Bigod, against those wh,o would ^ave 
brought in the duke of Normandy; for which he, was 
niuch in favour with, the king, who continued the. sue* 
cession of the office of governor of the city, to his 
two sons William and Hugh. » * « 

The king, in 1122, keeping his christmas at N or* 
wich, granted the citizens the first charter they ever 
had ; by this they were to enjoy equal franchises and 
liberties with the city of London at that time, and to 
^>e governed by a tVaepositus, Provost, or Portreeve, 
in the place of the constable of the castle, who had 
hitherto been sole governor. 

' O r — r i "j ± ,: : ■ — "-,.". 

• Btamcfteld't Hi*, of Norwich, vol. I. page II. 
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The citizens were deprived of these liberties hy 
king Stephen, under colour of Bigod's offence^ whieh 
appears to have been Uiat of refusing to give up his 
castle to any but the king, at a time his death was 
falsely reported; being incited to this hj discovering, 
that William* natural son of the king, was endeavour- 
ing to supplant him. 

The inhabitants had a re-grant of their liberties, on 
earnestly petitioning the king, in 1138, and two years 
after he gave them license to have coroners and bai- 
liffs, bat the same ye^r took all from them again, on 
Bigod's declaring for the empress Maud; they, how- 
ever, had them again restored in 1152 : the defection 
of one great man was* at that time, sufficient to deprive 
a whole city, having local connection with hjnjj of 
that portion of freedom it enjoyed* 

About the year 1234, the monks, established hy 
Herbert, and the citizens, had a eerjous art ray in 
which part of the convent belonging to the former was 
burnt; and in 1272 a still more terrible oue took 
place:* the cause of them is attributed by Blonteneld 
to the haughty conduct of the monks, who, haying 
charters of liberties older than the citizens had, were 
jealous of those granted by Richard I. and his suc- 
cessors to the city. 

Edward the first, permitted the inhabitants to on* 
close themselves with walls, and a murage was levied 
for that purpose, the patent for which, expiring, was 
renewed more than once during the reign of the same 



• Set the ftccowt of the Cathedral. 
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king; and by another, granted in his successors reign, 
the walls were completed. 

' Henry the fourth, having great need of money, 
was furnished by this city with 1000 marks, by which, 
and other services, they so ingratiated themselves 
with him, that he allowed them to model a new char- 
ter, after their own wishes, promising to confirm the 
same. Tbis was, accordingly, drawn up in the most 
favourable manner to the citizens; by it, the city 
and liberty of the same were made a county of, and 
by themselves, to be for ever called, The COUNTY 
of the CITY of NORWICH; with power to elect 
a mayor and two sheriffs yearly, and the privileges 
of the citizens otherwise considerably increased.* 

Great commotions broke out in many parts of Eng- 
land, at the beginning of the reign of the infant king 
Edward the sixth, and, in these parts, had arrived at 
such a height about the year 1549, that Norwich 
was besieged by a body of twenty thousand rebels, 
under Robert Kett, a tanner of Wymondham. 

"The occasion" (Blomefield says) "was because di- 
vers lords and gentlemen who were possessed of ab- 
bey lands, and other commons and waste grounds, 
had caused many of those commons and wastes to be 
enclosed, whereby the poor and indigent people were 
much offended being thereby abridged of the liberty 
that they formerly had, to common cattle, &c. on the 
said grounds to their own advantage, the lord Pro- 
tector had at that time lost himself in the love of die 
vulgar by his severe, if not unnatural, proceeding 

, ' -• ■ v ■■ 

• See the History of the Chrll Government of the City. 
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against his brother: and in order to regain their af- 
fection, he caused a proclamation to be published in 
the beginning of May, tliat all persons who had en- 
closed any lands that used to be common, should lay 
them open again, before a fixed day, on a certain pe- 
nalty for not doing so. This so much encouraged the 
commons in many parts of the realm, that not stay- 
ing the time limited in the proclamation, they ga- 
thered together in a tumultuous manner, pulled up 
the pales, flung down the banks, filled up the ditches, 
laying all such new enclosed lands open as they 
were before/'* 

This view of things has been controverted, and 
causes of a higher nature assigned, for the attempts 
then made at the subversion of rule and authority; 
but whatever influence such motives might have on 
the instigators of the lower orders, it is well known, 
that these first mentioned supposed grievances, wer* 
the pretext used by the mob, and those which they 
first attempted to redress. 

To return however to this particular case; a rabble 
having overthrown the fences of one Fluwerdew of 
Hethcrsett, he, in the heat of resentment, went to 
some of them, and bribed them to commit the same 
depredation on other inclosures belonging to Kett, 
between whom and Flowerdew an old grudge was 
subsisting; Kett encouraged them again to visit He- 
thcrsett, and the mob, finding him a desperate hardy 
fellow, unanimously chose him for their captain ; he 
was joined also by his brother William Kett f a 

— j - 

• Bloaefleld, vol. L page SSS% 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



t£~ HliTftftfeAL ACCOUNT 



tetchy and a man of uracil the same stamp astdypci- ' 



Upon the report of these proceedings great tram- 
berg from all parts Hocked to their standard, and, 
being tbns reinforced, they formed a camp, and 
shortly after established themselves on Mouse hold 
heath ; their progress thither being marked with ra- 
pine and destruction, 

1 A detail wf the particular enormities committed by 
this choice assemblage, cannot come wMdn the com- 
pass of a work of this class, those who wish for 
further information on the subject may find it at length 
in the history of the city, by BlomefieJd; it is sufficient 
fdr ©Ur purpose to state, that they carried an incredi- 
ble quantity of provision int6 their camp,* and mur- 
dered many of the inhabitants of the adjacent coun- 
try, shewing great hatred against all who bore the ' 
title of gentleman, being taught to consider such, as 
their most inveterate enemies. 

The officers of the city had, at the beginning of 
these disturbances, sent messengers to the king's 
council, and were now at a loss how to act; for they 
feared attacking them with too little strength, lest 
success should render them more formidable; and it 
was illegal to raise forces without the kinjfs authority: ' 
they therefore, for the present, fortified the city, 
kept watch and ward carefully, and placed the citizens 
on the walls, 

Government, having, by means of an herald, one red 
the kirig*s pardon to all who would abandon their ' 

Jiave teen contained in a few da?*. 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



. QF NORWICH. 13 

" traitorous begun enterprise, " and this promise 
bemg attended with no success, sent down the Mar- 
quis of Northampton, with a force, to subdue them. 
It has been qommonly supposed, that this General 
was not competent to. the task he undertook ; be this 
as it may, it seems evident, his force was not sufficient 
to master the overwhelming numbers of his rebellious, 
opponents ; accordingly, though we find those on the . 
king's part successful in the first encounter, yet, in 
the second engagement, they were obliged, after a 
stout resistance, to abandon the place to the mercy of 
the rebels, who distinguished themselves by their 
characteristic forbearance on, the occasion, and con- 
sumed great part of the city with fire. 

These violent outrages determined the council on 
taking the most efficient measures to reduce them, 
and, for this purpose, they appointed the Earl of 
Warwiek to the command of a body of soldiers, at 
that time very opportunely raised in order to the 
prosecution of a war in Scotland. This nobleman, 
was joined at Cambridge, by the Marquis of North- 
ampton and other distinguished personages, with se- 
veral of the principal citizens of Norwich ; and mar,, 
ohing direct for the city arrived there on the 23rd 
of August : the day following be commenced an at- 
tack, after having made an ineffectual offer of pardon. 

The king's troops, forcing open some of the gates, 
and making several breaches in the walls., soon en- 
tered, and proceeded to the market-place, meeting 
with very trifling resistance. 

At the same time, the carriages belonging to the 

army, which had entered apart from the main body, 

c ' 
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were, by neglect or want of proper orders, drireti v 
through the city, and near to the enemy's camp: 
they were presently attacked and captured by the 
rebels, but a party of the king's troops, fortunately; 
came up in time to rescue many. ^ 

Those of the enemy still remaining in the city, had 
made a lodgement on Tombland, and, through their 
superior local knowledge, greatly annoyed the sol* 
diers, by posting small parties in the different streets; 
upon this, the earl marched out of the market-plaoe, 
which he had constituted headquarters, and complete* 
ly cleared the city of them. 

The rebels, soon after, quitted their advantageous 
post on the hill, after setting fire to their huts, Ac 
and intrenched themselves in the valley called Dus- 
syn's dale ; resolving to finish the business by a g©r 
neral engagement : it is probable they were stimulav 
ted to this by the want of provision which they began 
to suffer, the earl having taken effectual care to cut off 
their supplies ; and now, seeing their movement, he 
marched out of the city to attack them on the 27th, 
of August ; being reinforced, by a newly arrived fie-* 
tachment, the day before. Pardon was once more 
offered to these deluded men, but, confident in their 
numbers, and animated by the efforts of some false 
prophets amongst them, they again unanimously reftn 
sed to accept it. The engagement therefore began, 
and the rebels, unused to the fire of artillery, worn 
soon in confusion ; this was taken advantage of by 
the light-horse, who, advancing to the charge, drove 
them from the field, and pursued them with great 
slaughter. Three thousand five hundred are stated 
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to have been slain and many more wounded, whilst 
the ariny met with very little loss. 

A corps de reserve, strongly entrenched and fortifi- 
ed, behind their carts, carriages, &c. had remained 
unattacked from the first ; to these the Earl by mes- 
sage, again repeated his promise of pardon, but the 
febels, fearing this might only be done with design 
to overcome them more easily, delayed, till he perso- 
nally assured them of the king's clemency; upon 
which they immediately threw down their arms and 
submitted. 

Some of the principal citizens fell in the engage- 
ment, in a manner very distressing to their friends ; 
for, having been prisoners in the camp of the rebels, 
they were by the latter placed in front of their own 
ranks, being first fettered and chained together : all 
possible care was however used on the part of the 
army, and bat few were sacrificed. 

About three hundred rebels were executed shortly 
after, in different parts of the cky; the earl was 
indeed pressed to put a greater number to death, 
but he affirmed that enough had already been done, 
that although many more deserved such treatment, 
" yet measure should be kept in all things, and espe- 
cially in punishment with death;" he likewise declared 
that none should suffer, however guilty, to whom 
lie bad given his promise of pardon. Kett, who had 
been the foremost in flight, was taken, the day after 
the battle, in a barn where he attempted to conceal him- 
self, when his horse was no longer able to proceed; 
he was sent, with his brother, to the tower of London, 
and, beipg both convicted of high treason, they were, on 
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the 29th day of November, brought down to Norfolk; 
Robert was executed on a gibbet on the top of No*-* 
wich castle, and William suffered the same punishment 
on the church-steeple at Wymondhani, 

Thug ended this desperate rebellion, quelled by the 
courage and constancy of the king's faithful subjects; 
and those projects, which threatened the destruction 
of lawful authority, and the consequent introduction 
of anarchy and confusion, perished, with the authors 
and promoters of them. f 

Immediately after the earl of Warwick's depar» 
lure, the care of the officers of the city was directed to 
the repairing the damages sustained in this unna- 
tural conflict ; and the fear of an approaching scar- 
city having become general, they published such re- 
gulations as seemed to promise an alleviation ef the 
apprehended public calamity ; in particular, an order, 
that every substantial citizen should provide corn for 
the support of his own household, so as not to inter- 
fere with the market for the supply of their poorer 
brethren. It appears however, that notwithstanding 
these precautions, the prices of the necessaries of life 
were extravagantly high ; affording one proof amongst 
many, that in the train of civil commotion, famine and 
want are ever conspicuous. 

In the time of queen Mary, this city was cursed 
by the residence of that merciless persecutor, bishop 
Hopton, and a still more furious bigot, in the person 
of his chancellor, Thinnings; on which account it bore 
its full share, in the calamities of that bloody reign. 

After this, nothing, worthy remark, occurs for a 
considerable time. The majority of the corporation 
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ipger* farorers of the parliament, at the beginning of 
the disturbances, in the feign of Charles the first; and 
be&gvery industrious in accomplishing their views, 
they passed orders for fortifying and watching the 
city, "in regard of the great distractions and dangers 
of the kingdom:" by these means, they prevented all 

. iagiess and egress, and although the mayor and many 
of the principal citizens were royalists, from a neglect 
of due precaution, at the beginning of these disaffee- 
tions, the opposite party had now attained such 
strength, thai resistance was no longer practicable; a 
proof.of this was soon after given, for upon the may- 
or's refusing to concur in their proceedings, he was 
arrested and sent prisoner to Cambridge, with the 
mortifying reflection, that his tardiness had given the 
king's enemies every advantage they could desire. 

The king's friends, even yet, indulged some hopes, 
and meeting together at the house of one of the prin- 
cipal members of their party, they consulted what 
means were to be pursued, in order to obtain the go- 
vernment of the place. This meeting being discover- 
ed, and the city ordnance planted against the house 

. with threats of immediate destruction, they were com- 
pelled to surrender; and thus perished the king's cause 

. in this city without a struggle. 

The supporters of the parliament, having now over- 
come all opposition here, were enabled to be very 

. serviceable, by furnishing men, horses, money, and 
arms; to raise which, they plundered those who were 
supposed to have any affection for their king, or reve- 

, renee for the constitution of their country; designa- 
ting them by the titles of papists and malignanto. The 
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disorders committed with regard to religion, are no- 
ticed in the account of the cathedral. 

When the time for electing a new mayor drew 
near, a letter was directed to the lord Grey, who had 
the custody of the present one, desiring, "the en- 
largement of Mr. mayor, after the expiration of his 
mayoralty, in regard of the sufferings of his particu- 
lar affairs;" this procured his liberation, just in suffi- 
cient time, to be present at the transfer of his office 
to a creature of the parliament's; which was the evi- 
dent intention of their hypocritical application. 

Such proceedings could not but create them many 
enemies; and we find, that their conduct on a very 
similar occasion, a few years after, was the cause of 
much disturbance in the city. In the year 1648, 
Mr. John Utting, being mayor, was often solicited, 
by a set of fanatics, to give more effect to certain or- 
dinances against superstition, and for the defacing 
images, &c; but not paying much attention to their 
wishes, a complaint was lodged with parliament 
against him. Soon after a pursuivant was Bent 
from the house, to carry up Mr. Utting, to answer 
these charges; the common people, haying had expe- 
rience of the treatment offered to a former mayor, 
were determined to prevent a repetition of such in- 
sults, and apprehensive of his being carried off in the 
night, they assembled together and secured the city 
gates, keeping careful watch: their numbers continu* 
ally increased; many amongst them were armed; and 
their watch-word was, "for God and king Charles." 

The next day, they were alarmed with a report, 
(hat the mayor was about departing, upon which 
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Jkagr marched to the house where the pursuivant 
Wjtmd would have immediately sacrificed him to their 
hay f but for the interference of the mayor himself. 

The messenger, not at all pleased with his reception, 
quitted the city without his prisoner, and the mob 
directed their course towards the committee-house,* 
.where the depot for the county arms was, commit- 
iiig many excesses by the way : upon their arrival 
4hey furnished themselves completely with arms, and 
retired to Chapel-field. A troop of horse arrived, in 
die course of the day, from the country, $nd disper- 
sed a great part of them; but one party, having se- 
cured the committee-house, it is not probable they 
would have been easily dislodged, but for the acci- 
dental firing of 98 barrels of gunpowder; which tre- 
mendous explosion is said to have killed and wounded 
above an hundred, on both sides, and effectually ter- 
minated all further hostilities. 

Soon after, those in power, filled up the measure 
of their crimes by the murder of their sovereign; and 
.the factious contentions of sectaries, during the period 
of the usurpation, are the leading topics in the pro- 
vincial histories of that time. Our own city present- 
ed a proportionate degree of the general confusion; 
to particularise would very little interest the majority 
of our readers, and could serve no useful purpose. 

The nation at length, worn out by these struggles, 
and finding their miscalled liberty only a -'succession 
of tyrannies," could only agree in the recall of their 
sovereign, and the restoration, of their ancient con- 

• Where getnel Hospital now stands. 
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stitution. A species of re-action is frequently sea* m 
the tide of popular feeling; the citizens of Norwich* 
who had, a little before, been among the most active of 
the adversaries of Charles the first, were now loud in 
their expressions of loyalty and attachment to has 
son. 

This prince, soon after his restoration to the tfcroae, 
confirmed to the city all the privileges granted it by 
former kings: the inconsiderate surrender of theio 
will be related, in that part of our work, which is ap- 
propriated to the consideration of the civil govern- 
ment and chartered rights of the eitisens of Nor- 
wich. 

In the early part of the succeeding reign, we meet 
with nothing of sufficient importance, in the affairs 
of this city, to merit particular regard; but we can- 
not avoid contrasting the revolution, which took place 
at its conclusion, with that, which but a few years 
preceded it: we in vain seek for those examples of 
violence and injustice (so characteristic of the earliest 
of these instances,) in this, which we are accustomed to 
contemplate with so much just pride and satisfaction* 
This sets in a clear light, the great difference between 
those deplorable civil contests, in which prevailing 
parties alternately oppress; and those more happy 
changes taking place, when the decided voice of a 
whole kingdom, in a mild. but forcible manner, ex- 
presses the sentiments of the different degrees in it. 

These remarks may, possibly, be thought irreve- 
lant, yet the history of Norwich presents this con- 
trast as powerfully, perhaps, as that of any other city 
in England; the first example has been already de- 
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tailed, let us now proceed to the principal facts, con- 
nected with the history of the remaining one. 

The arbitrary conduct of James the second, had, it 
appears, as much disgusted the inhabitants of this 
city, as those of the nation in general; the acquittal of 
the bishops, whom he had imprisoned, is said to have 
produced much joy here; that its corporation were in 
opposition to the views of the king, is pretty evident, 
from their utter neglect of an order sent them from 
his majesty, desiring them to dispense with the usual 
oaths, on the admission of a certain number of qua- 
kers to their freedom; but the most unequivocal proof 
of their accordance with the general spirit of the 
times, is, that when "Henry duke of Norfolk rode 
into die market-place, at the head of 300 knights and 
gentlemen, and declared for 9. free parliament, the 
mayor and aldermen met him from the Guild-hall 
and consented with him." 

* Since the revolution of 1688, peaceable times have 
predominated, at least in the internal state of the 
country; consequently the continuation of the history 
M this city resolves itself entirely into, consideration* 
of its increase, in extent and population; the vicissi- 
tudes of its manufactures, and other matters, to which 
separate divisions of this work are exclusively appro- 
priated. 
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CIVIL GOVERNMENT of NORWICH, 



AND 



CHARTERED RIGHTS of Us CITIZENS. 



Under this head a slight history of the privileges 
granted the city of Norwich, by the charters of dif- 
ferent sovereigns, may not be unacceptable : the rea- 
der's indulgence is requested, if, in the course of re- 
lating it, any unnecessary recapitulation of the matter 
contained in the first part should be introduced; as, 
from the nature of the subject, this may be difficult to 
avoid. 

The first of these charters was that of Henry the 
first, which was annulled and again renewed by Ste- 
phen; the particular privileges, conceded by it, are 
not, at this distance of time, to be ascertained. 

The next charter, is that of Henry the second, but 
this is only confirmatory of the former grants; the 
original is still preserved in the Guild-hall, and, for 
its antiquity is much valued. 
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One, grated by Richard the first, follows, and 
contains some estimable clauses; the most prominent 
-are, that no citizen shall be forced to answer any plea 
•or action in any but the city courts, except for those 
concerning possessions out of the city; that the citi- 
zens should have acquittance of murder, which is 
equivalent to granting them a coroner; that they 
should not be forced to duel, that is, should be ex- 
empt from the general law, which was then in force, 
of deciding causes by single combat; should be free 
f from toll, throughout all England; and other liberties, 
all highly important, and no doubt justly appreciated, 
by the citizens of that period. 

King John's charter differs in nothing from that of 
bis predecessor; nor does the first which Henry the 
third bestowed, except in the following addition, viz. 
that all persons living in the said city, and partaking 
of the liberties of the citizens, "shall be talliated, or 
"taxed, and pay aid as the aforesaid citizens of Nor- 
wich do, when tollages and aid shall be laid upon 
.them." 

The precise time of investing the principal authori- 
ty in bafltffs, instead of a provost, has been different- 
ly stated; it is, perhaps, not material to undertake 
the discussion of this point, but we may presume, 
*£at Blomefield's assertion, of their having been first 
appointed in 1223, is correct, as there is no evidence 
of the existence of such officers before that time: 
allowing this, it preceded the date of the last-men- 
Jioned charter about five years* 

Two other deeds of this monarch, and several by 
succeeding Qnes> all either confirmed or enlarge*! 
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those privileges: but oar attention is most .attract- 
ed by the munificent concessions of Henry the 
fourth, which established the constitution of a may- 
or, sheriffs, &c. and brought the privileges of the 
city, almost to their present perfection: his original 
charter has been lost, bnt those of his son, and more 
modern princes, have sufficiently preserved the spirit 
of it 

When the innovations made in old establishments, 
during the usurpation, were gradually reforming, by 
the return of the constitution, this city thought fit to 
petitioiUbr a renewal of their rights. As the charter 
obtained, in consequence of that petition, is the om 
by which the city is at present governed, and as it 
condenses most of the matter of former charters, the 
insertion of its substance here will not, perhaps, be 
considered superfluous : it is as follows, 

" Whereas the city of Norwich is an ancient 
-populous city and county by itself, formally incorpo- 
rated by the name of the mayor, sheriffs, citi- 
zens, and commonalty of the city of Norwich, 
and as such, enjoyed many privileges and immunities 
granted by former kings, all which they now enjoy 
lor the better support of the said city and augmenta- 
tion of trades and manufactures, for the public advan- 
tage and benefit of the kingdom of England ; and 
the said mayor, sheriffs, citizens, and commonalty, 
having beseeched us to ratify and confirm to their 
corporation or body corporate all their ancient privi- 
leges and immunities whatsoever, by them used, aria 
them granted heretofore, for the public good, and 
better government of the city aforesaid, and the more 
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easy punishment of offenders and offences, we have 
thought fit to acquiesce in, and grant such their rea- 
tenable requests." 

"4.nd do therefore hereby grant to the said 
mayor, sheriff*, citizens, and commonalty, that they 
and their successors, shall freely have, use, and enjoy, 
all manner of t€ liberties, free customs, franchises, 
"immunities, exemptions, quiet claims, and jurisdic- 
" Hens, belonging to the city and also all and sin- 
" gular lands, tenements, marts, markets, fairs, cus- 
** toms for cattle, liberties, privileges, and heredita- 
"ments whatever" which they ever had granted to 
them as a body corporate, by any of our predecessors 
Kings of England, by charters or letters patent, 
or which they ever used or enjoyed lawfully; " whe- 
" ther by grant, custom, or prescription, or any other 
" way whatever, in as ample a manner as heretofore. " 
" And for the better and more certain use and ex- 
ercise of such liberties, we do constitute John Cros- 
hold, Esq. mayor of the said city, Joseph' Paine, 
Knt. Henry Watts, John Ray ley, Barnard Church, 
John Man, John Salter, Christopher Jay, John Os- 
borne, Richard Wenman, Esqrs. William Toohe, 
WjtHam Heyward, Augustine Briggs, Thomas Wisse, 
Robert Bendish, Richard Coldham, John Lawrence, 
Francis Norris, Henry Heme, James Long, Matthew 
Marhham, Henry Woods, Henry Watts, Jun. and John 
Manser, aldermen, Francis Cory, Esq. recorder, 
William Watts, Esq. steward, and Thomas Balles- 
ton, common or (town clerk;) to exercise their 
several offices, as in time past" _ 
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" Further granting, that the mayor, recorder, and 
steward, for the time being, and all such a&ferstt* a* 
have born the oJ??ce of mayor of the said city, shall 
be afterwards, so long as they continue aldermen, 
justice* of the peace in the city and its county with 
the same power as all other justices of the peace here- 
in other counties of this realm, with fall power to en* 
quire, hear, and determine by the oaths of lawful 
men of the said city and county, of all febnies, trans* 
gressions, regratings, and extortions whatever, commit- 
ted within their jurisdiction) at which sessions, the 
mayor, recorder or steward, or two pf them shall be 
personally present, who shall also make enquiry, &e* 
of all conventicles or meetings of people, contrary to 
the king's peace, riots, &c. and to proceed thereupon 
according to the laws of the land." 

" And every alderman that hath not been mayor t 
shall be justice of peace in that ward only, for which 
he was chosen alderman, and shall be sworn aceor* 
dingly at his admission, befoYe the mayor and alder- 
men, or at least two of them." 

" And all the officers appointed by the CHARTER 
shall take the oaths of obedience and supremaey, to be 
administered according to the laws and statutes of 
the realm." 

" And all officers and their deputies, justices, Sftu 
(except the justices for the several wards only,) shall 
take all oaths heretofore usually taken, before such 
persons, as formerly accustomed to be done." 

" And if any person or persons in any ward elected 
on the common-council, or livery of the city, after ten 
days notice of such his election, given him by (he 
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mayor, shall retire to tike the oaths belonging to hit 
ojgee before the mayor or his deputy, and refuse at the 
next assembly to show good and sufficient reason for 
an doing, to be allowed by the mayor, sheriffs, alder- 
*** and eomaioR-eotfftcii of the ctly, or the majority 
<tf them, they shall be compelled to pay such reason* 
oik FINB8 for their contempt, as the mayor, sheriffs, 
citizens, and commonalty, or the major part of them, 
shall set upon them, to be expended in maintaining 
the city walls, or any other public uses not exceeds, 
fag £2Q." 

"And if any person elected, be discharged from 
the office he was elected to, by the majority of the 
assembly, then another shall be elected by the ward in 
his room, at die Guild-hall, in like manner as hi* 
election was made." 

" And the skeEiffs of the city shall be elected in, 
the following manner, to*, the mayor, sheriffs, and 
O&fonfe**, for the time being, or the majority of them, 
from time to time yearly, at any time between the 
Mth day of June and the 1st of Sept. following, when 
mad as often as they please to meet, shall choose and 
fx upon ufit and sufficient person for one of the sue- 
oeeding sheriffs, and the mayor shall summon the dx 
tizen*, inhabiting in the city and county of the same, 
to appear at the Guild-hall every last Tuesday in An* 
$Wt yearly, when they, or the majority of them, aha)) 
freely choose and fin upon, another fit and sufficient 
person for the other sheriff, for the succeeding yqar, 
which*** poteens so elected, on the 28th day o(Sept% 
following, shall take the usual and ancient oath, for 
the due execution, of their office in the city and county^ 
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for one whole year following, before the mayor of the 
ctty, or his deputy, and two more/utftcet of the peaces 
in the Guild-hall, unless sickness or other bodily iriibrw 
Iftity hinder their coming thither; and in such a case,? 
they shall take it before the mayor or his deputy and 
two other justices, in any convenient place in the city,* 
who shall exercise their office in all things as their 
predecessors did. ' ' » 

"And the aldermen for the said city shall few 
elected in the following manner, vis. 

* When any of the twenty-four aldermen die, or for' 
any reasonable cause are removed from the place of 
aldermen, then the mayor or his deputy, in a eon- 4 
venient time after such death or removal, shall sum-' 
mon all the citizens inhabiting* (or inhabitants 
of) the great ward or wards for which such aldermam 
or aldermen are to be chosen, and the majority of 
them so assembled shall choose and may elect one 6i> 
more " of the most reputable and ablest citfsens; 
being freemen of the said city , " to be alderman ot 
aldermen in the place or places of them that are 
dead or removed. And any person so chosen, shall 
be sworn to the due execution of his office, before tfce 
mayor and aldermen or such of them as shall be pre-* 
sent at a court of mayoralty, which shall be held ifi 
the council-chamber of the city, in some convenient 
time lifter such choice ; and after the oaf A taken, they, 
shall be aldermen for life, (unless they be remo- 
ved for a reasonable cause,) ami if any refuse to 
serve, when elected, or if any alderman after he is 

• Omnei civei iokabittntef. ' '**■*'*/■ 
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•worn shall leave the city, and dwell elsewhere, end 
neglect his office as alderman, or shall not return 
within six months after notice given him in writing, 
tinder the hand and seal of the mayor for the time 
being, and resume his office, the mayor, sheriffs, 
AM>£HMEN> and common-council, or .the majority 
of' them, in some public assembly shall fine him (any 
stun not exceeding £200.) who shall so refiise to take 
upon him tile execution of the office; and him who 
shall not return to exercise his office after the oaik 
taken, any sum not exceeding £100. which, fines shall 
be laid out- about repairing the walk, bridges, and 
other public expences of the city." 

"And for the better government of the city, and of 
the several companies and trades therein, and for the 
better preventing and hindering of frauds and deceit* 
in the manufactures of the city, and for the public 
good of the realm, the mayor, sheriffs, citizens 
and commonalty, or the major part of them, with 
the consent of the majority of the commok-coun- 
cil, at any pithlic assembly, may make laws, or* 
ders, and constitutions, for the better regulating, 
moderating, and governing the citizens and separate 
companies of trades and occupations in the said city, 
which shall he binding under saeh penalties as shall 
be filed, so that they be agreeable to truth and Tea- 
son, and the common profit of the city of Norwich, 
and of the people resorting thither, with power to 
alter them, as occasion serves, and to levy the penal- 
ties npon the goods and chattels of such as offend' 
against them, by distress, so that all such laws, orders, 
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toad constitutions be not contrary te the statute* and 
laws of "the realm." 

" Furthermore it was granted, that the mayor and 
justices, or any three qt more of them, (so that the 
mayor always be one) shall have and hold, as they 
immemorially did, a court of equity, by bill or 
plaint, exhibited before them, by any citizen* pr in- 
habitants of the city, against any persons whatever, 
(so that any cause for relief in equity be made appear, 
and no remedy to be had by common law) for and con- 
cerning any action, cause, suit/ or matter of differ- 
ence, arising within the city, and to remove all such 
pleas before them, put of the court of pleas usually 
held for the said city, before the city sheriffs; the 
mayor, and justices, having full power to examine 
witnesses, take depositions, and make decrees in all 
fnch cases, according to law, equity, and good cofr- 
science, for the speedy dispatch of justice. 

•''The mayor and town-clerk, for the time 
being, may take recognizances in Norwich, of the 
statute staple, in any sum or sums according to the 
statute, in as ample a form as the mayors of London, 
York, or Bristol. 

"And according to the ancient custom of the 
city, and the oaths taken by the freemen, no freeman 
for the time to come, shall be partner or factor, with 
any person that is not free of the city, either in buy- 
ing, selling, bargaining for, or uttering any staffs, 
stockings, or other commodities or merchandise, made, 
or wrought, in the city or its suburbs. 

" The sheriffs of the city and its county, fo* the 
time being, may hold their court of pleas in the Guild- 
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hatt for ever hereafter, and may. there prosecute and 
try in the name of the mayor, sheriffs, citizens 
and commonalty of the said city, any plea, in any 
personal or mixed action, and any cause or matter 
arising or. happening, in the said city or county; and 
upon every recovery or judgement given in the she- 
riffs' covrf, they may by their mandate issued to-any 
of their Serjeants at mace, or other sworn officer of 
theirs, fevy damage given, and costs of «*tf , by dis- 
tress on the goods and chattels of such persons 
against whom judgement is passed; or if they have 
no goods or chattels in the city or county thereof, 
then on those of their pledges or sureties, or may at- 
tach their bodies, or their pledges or sureties, by exe- 
cution, qr mandate, to be served upon them by a Ser- 
jeant or sworn sheriff's officer.'' 

" Further, the king granted to the mayor all goods 
and chattels of all such as were found to be felo-de-se, 
(or self-murderers,) and all deodands, without pay- 
ing any thing therefore, or rendering any account 
thereof." 

" Confirming to the city, all (heir former char- 
ters and grants whatever, on payment of all their 
ancient yearly fee-farms, and sums of money which 
were heretofore usually yearly paid, in as ample a 
manner as they ever enjoyed them." 

" Granting also, that the chancellor of England, 
treasurer, judges, commissioners, and all officers what- 
ever for the time to come, shall on sight of these let- 
tees patent, ("or charter,) or any constat or exem- 
pkficationofthe same, under the great seal of England, 
allow, and cause to be allowed to the mayor, sheriffs, 
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cfftwJfcrf, an* <ftjfiJf*>rf*7fy of the effjf of Jtt**feft, fe# 
flie-tittle being, atari their stfecesseftrsV 41 «0d»stogtiktf 
the ftrMictitf**, Wbertie*, prkikge*,* jhtnckUto, ps** 
er*, authorities; httmttniHe»y exemption*, etaoftjilLriWi 
and other ^rran^i s Wftfcout atoy *ri#of aiftfeNfttei*, or* tiff? 
Other ctm ft riktttw n , warrant, dispensation, ofMer*fc 
on whatever , to be had or obtained for that ptirpoie.* 

" Witness our self at WesM. 26 June, 

in- the l&th year of oar toigjt n 



Thus* it appears, Hie administfrafiort of tlftf drfl 
gtfrdrrfmetat fe entrdsted to a m*yo* titid t#ettiy-ffci«6 
other aldermen, two sheriffs, a recorded, tt tf 6e wa rf» 
aridcomition cotnrcif-anen, which by forctfe* charters 
8*e sixty in itttmber ; It now remains to giro sud* de- 
tail of the election and duties of these officers sub ate 
not pafttadarly specified hi this charter, being either 
the provisions of others or of different statute*, £c\ 
which it is needless to enumerate. 

for each of the stttafle* Wards two aWetmeti are 
chosen, the manner of election is- given at page IB, 
in addition, we may observe, that it is to take place 
within five days after a vacaitcy occur*. From 
amongst such members of this* body at bate before 
served the office of sheriff, the mayor i* eBoseti in the 
following manner; four thus qualified ate nominated, 
and two of them dtosen by a poll, at which aO resident 
freemen in the city vdte", the discretionary power, of 
appointing either of the*e persons, then remains with 
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T&MWB&qf sJriwjpen, ,*Q whom their wmes,are**> 
iBWttfc 4M* Action always takes pfcce.on the fir*t 
day of May, and the mayor-elect is sworn into office 
,Gp!ttew3fM*jr> und*r which head the description of 
.the attendant oaremoiiies more properly belongs. 

fEhe^&i^eu who is selected by the aldermen, for the 

office of sheriff is apprized of his -appointment by fi 

Jotter from, the court the officeis ^hen compulsory, 

j^assjta thinks n^U> pay a. fine of £80. or will sweqr 

Jhathe isnot worth £3#00. his debts being paid. 

J]to -recorder and the steward are both barristers 

<M*l*apns*l for t>e.cky,4he one -assises as chief judge 

& (Die <m#yar'« court, **d the other performs tfee 

-jS^medpty in thatof the shqrjmV: those offices a«e 

-Wdf*r>We. 

• JOie different charters ^provide, ftat.the common 
#e;fm«l-wen be annnally elected, hy ^freemen ra- 
ffling Jn <each of Jfce ygveat war<Ls separately, vjp. 
fpr^njsibrjl, 12 o» #ie Mqnday ; Mancreft, }0 <m 
-the Tuesday; Wymer, 20 on the Wednesday; and 
^Northern Ward, lit on the ^Thursday, bqf&e 
{PlfsJDn^weeJt: -and by an pet of parliament, passed 
5m £ H»,ier the "better regulating of efootipns jntfpe 
-Mtrr : of ^Nonwjicfl, and other purposes, .it was 
enacted, that 4hf*^ should be nqmorethan three cajp- 
Hum-cowtcil-men, for each great ward, yearly elected 
by the freamen, upon the days appointed by the 
charters, and the three so elected or the major part 
of them shall elect and fill up the remaining number 
of ctmmonr^omncU-men for each great ward, and all 
such named by the three, are to be as effectually com- 
i*on-co*nctiri*e* as if elected by all \htfrca*en t See!* 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



34 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

The speaker of the common-council is an officer an- 
nually appointed by that body, from amongst them- 
selves. 

There are besides, two coroners, a chamberlain, 
sub-chamberlain, a town clerk, tinder-sheriff, sword- 
bearer, Serjeants at mace, marshal men, and other 
necessary officers. 

The relief of the poor, and management of remo- 
vals, &c. is entrusted to a corporation of guardians, 
established by an act of parliament, passed in 1712. 
By this authority the mayor, sheriffs, citizens, and 
commonalty ; or the major part of them, are directed 
to choose eight persons out of each great ward to be 
guardians, who, with the mayor, sheriffs, &c. for the 
time being, constitute the court. They elect a gover- 
nor, sub-governor, treasurer, and twenty assistants; 
and are styled the governor, deputy governor, 
assistants, and guardians of the poor, in the 
said city of Norwich, and liberties of the same. 

The arms of the city are Gules, a castle triple- 
towered, ar. in base a lion passant gardant or. For tlie 
supporters, two angels with wings expanded, that on 
the dexter side holding a sword in the dexter hand, 
and the other a sword in the sinister hand, all pro- 
per. The crest is the cap of maintenance. 
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THE REPRESENTATION OF NORWICH IN PAR- 
LIAMENT, AND THE ELECTION? FOR MEMBER? 
AND OTHERS. 



It was in the reign of Edward the first, that har- 
nesses were first called to parliament, and Norwich, 
from that time, has exercised the right of sending 
two. The early parliaments appear to have been con* 
vened upon any extraordinary occasion, for the par- 
pose of granting the king a supply, and were con- 
stantly dissolved, as soon as the business they met 
upon Was determined: the introduction of burgesses, 
to the house of commons gradually effected consider- 
able advances in the cause of liberty ; for, at the time 
of granting taxes and aids, they generally coupled 
.such concessions, with important provisions for the 
. good of their fellow citizens, and the community at 
large. 

Henry the fourth directed a writ to the bailiffs, by 
which four citizens were ordered to be returned to 
parliament, but the attendance of members being 
then paid for, by their constituents, the expence was 
an object, and they therefore made interest to have 
it altered to the former number, of two only. 

By the act of 1729, which we have had occasion 
to notice before, it was provided, "that at every 
election for burgesses in parliament, every one that 
votes must swear, that he hath been admitted to his 
freedom 12 calendar months before that election, and 
that he hath not been polled at that election before, 
or (in case of an election for two members) but for 
one person*" The place and manner of conducting 
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4he election for members of paHiament, will to give* 
in the account of the Guildhall. 

These elections, and even those for the nominees* 
of each ward, are, in this city, carried on with a 
•spirit which is surpassed in no other place. The 
ward elections are considered as trials of strength, 
between different parties; and, if they chance to 6c~ 
•cor at a period, when a general election may be sop* 
posed not far distant, the money expended on the 
-occasion, seems, to a stranger, quite incredible : it has 
been asserted, and from very good authority, that no 
less a sum than £16,000. was dissipated, in the .con- 
test for a single ward, in the year 1818! 



The following is a list of Members of Parliament 
for the city of Norwich, from the restoration H> 1818, 
with the state of the poll at each contested election. 

1660 William Barnham, Thomas Rant. 

1661 Francis. Carey, Christopher Jay, who, dying, 

were succeeded by William Paston, and 
Augustin Briggs. 

1678 William Paston, Augustin Briggs. 

1679 ftdn. William Lord Paston, Augustin Briggs. 
1681 The same. 

1685 Hon. Robert Paston* Sir Nevil Catline, Knt. 
1688 Sir Nevil Catline, Knt. Thomas Blofeild. 
1692 Thomas Blofeild, Hugh Bockenham, who, dy- 
ing in 1694, was succeeded by John Ward. 



• Those common-council-men who are elected by the ward in general, 
and Inverted wife the power of nmkimtfmg their colleague*. te» page*** 
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1606 Itaftcja Gardiner, Thomas Blofefld. 
1898 Robert Davy, Thomas ™^*' 
3.700 The same. 



November 19, 1701. 
JBUtautl ClaAe, Eeq. 1148 
Peter Thacker, Alderm. 1041 
R. Davy, Esq. Recorder 1042 
Thomas BlofeOd, Esq. 750 

N.B. Mr. Sheriff Nail alone 
returned Mr. Clarke and Mr. 
Davy, the other Sheriff, Mr. 
'Havers,' dissenting; and after 
a hearing and scrutiny before 
•the Committee of Elections, 
the House of Commons decla- 
red them duly elected. 

1702. 

Robert Davy, Esq. 1318 , 

Thomas Blofeild, Esq. 1260 

Edward Clarke, Esq. 065 

Charles Lord Paston OSS 

1703. 

Captain Thomas Palgrave* vki\ 
' Mr. Davy, deceased. 

1705. 

Waller Bacon, Esq. 1281 

John Chambers, Esq. 1267 
Thomas Btofeild, Esqt 14*6 
tCapt.Thpuas.Palgra.ve, 1074 

N.B. Mr. Bacon and Mr. 

i Ctombers not being freemen, 
but only freeholders, the She-; 

. riffs made a double return ; but 
on the sitting of the Parliament 
the two first were declared; 

• duly elected. 

May 10, 1707. 

Waller Bacon, Esq. 1521 

John Chambers, Esq. 1412 

Thomas BlofeUd, Esq. 1180 

James Brogden, Esq. 289 



October 18, 1710. 

Robt. Bene, Esq. Mayor 1315 
R. Berney, Esq, Steward 1298 
Waller Bacon, Esq. HOT 

S. Gardiner, Esq. Recor. 1073 



Aug. or Sept. 1714. 

Robert Bene, Esq. 
Richard Berney, Esq. 
Waller Bacon, Esq. 
Robert Britiffe, Esq. 



1282 
1272 

na 

1107 



Feb. 2, 1715. 
Waller Bacon, Esq. 
Robert Britiffe, Esq. 
Robert Bene, Esq. 
Richard Berney, Esq. 

1722, 

Waller Bacon, Esq. 
Robert Britiffe, Esq. 

Aug. 30, 1727. 

Robert Britiffe, Esq. 
Waller Bacon, Esq. 
Miles Branthwayt, Esq. 
Richard Berney, Esq. 



1652 
1S26 
1310 



1626 
1542 
1265 
1188 



May 15,1734. 

Horatio Walpole, Esq. 1785 
Waller Bacon, Esq. 1740 
Sir Edward Ward, Bart 1021 
Miles Branthwayt, Esq. 1567 

Feb. 19, 1735. 
Thomas Vere, Esq. vice 

W. Bacon, deceased . 1820 
Miles Branthwayt, Esq. 1406 

May 6, 1741. 

Horatio Walpole, Esq. 1771 
Thomas Vere, Esq. 1621 

William Clarke, Esq. 929 
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1747. . 

Rt. Hon. Horatio Walpole 
Rt. Hon. John Lord Hobart. 

April 15, 1754. 
The same 

1755. 
Lord Hobart having accepted 
the office of Comptroller of 
his Majesty's Household, re- 
elected. 

June 25, 1756. 

Edw. Bacon, Esq. vice H. Wal- 
pole, created Lord Walpole. 

Dec. 8, 1756. 

Harbord Harbord, Esq. vice 
Lord Hobart, who succeed- 
ed his father as Earl of 
Buckinghamshire, Sept. 22. 

Jan. 2, 1760. 

Edward Bacon, Esq. having 
accepted the office of one of 
the Commissioners of Trade, 
re-elected. 

March 27, 1761. 

Harbord Harbord, Esq. 1729 

Edward Bacon, Esq. 1507 

Nockold Tompson, Esq. 718 

Robert Harvey, Esq. 499 

March 18, 1768. 

Harbord Harbord, Esq. 1812 
Edward Bacon, Esq. 1596 
Thomas Bee vor, Esq. 1136 



Oct. 1774. 

Sir Harbord Harbord, Bart. 
Edward Bacon, Esq. 

Sept. 11, 1780. 

Sir Harbord Harbord, Bt.1382 
Edward Bacon, Esq. 2442 

William Windham, Esq. 1069 .-..—_. .. 

John Thurlow, Esq. 1103 | John Frere, Esq 



April 5, 4TB4. 

Sir Harbord Harbord 
William Windham, Esq. 1297 
The Hon. Henry Hobart 123S 

Sir Harbord Harbord, Bart, 
called up to the House of Peers 
being created Lord Suffield. 

, Sept. 15 and 16, 1786. 
The Hon. Henry Hobart 1450 
Sir Thomas Beevor, Bart. 1383 
Robert John Buxton, Esq. 10 

A select Committee of the 
House of Commons determi- 
ned this to be a void election, 
March 9, 1787. 

March 15, 1787. 
The Hon. Henry Hobart 1393 
Sir Thomas Beevor, Bart. 1313 

June 18, 1790. 
The Hon. Henry Hobart 1492 
William Windham, Esq. 1371 
Sir Thomas Beevor, Bart. 656 

Mr. Windham having. va- 
cated his seat by accepting the 
office of Secretary at War, an 
election took place, 

July 12, 1794. 
Rt Hon. Wm. Windham 1236 
James Mingay, Esq. 770 

May 25, 1796. 
The Hon. Henry Hobart 1622 
Rt. Hon. Wm. Windham 1159 
Bartlett Gurney, Esq. 1076 



May 27, 1799. 
John Frere, Esq. 
Robert Fellowes, Esq. 

Jnly5, 1802. 
Robert Fellowes, Esq. 



•1345 
1186 



1532 
1439 



William Smith, Esq 

Rt.Hon. Wm. Windham 1356 

132S 
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Nov. 8 and 4, 1806. 

John Patteson, Esq. 1733 
Robert Fellow es, Esq. 1370 
William Smith, Esq. 1333 

This was one of the severest 
contests ever experienced in 
Norwich, and is one of the few 
instances of a single candidate 
succeeding against two joint 
opponents. The total number 
of voters was 2883, of which 
Mr. Patteson had 1300 plnm~ 
pers, a number far exceeding 
that given on any former oc- 
casion. The second day's poll 
was occasioned by the zeal of 
a few of Mr. Smith's friends 
to bring in that gentleman in 
preference to Mr. Fellowes, 
which was defeated by Mr. 
Patteson' s friends giving 93 
of their second votes to Mr. 
Fellowes. 

May 4, 1807. 

John Patteson, Esq. 1474 

William Smith, Esq. 1155 

Robert Fellowes, Esq. 542 

Oct. 7, 1812. 

William Smith, Esq. 1 544 

Charles Harvey, Esq. 1107 
John Patteson, Esq. 1050 

June 17 and 18, 1818. 



William Smith, Esq. 
Richard H. Gurney, Esq. 2032 
Hon. Edward Harbord 1475 

To diminish the effect, in 
this instance, naturally pro- 
duced by a mere enumeration 
of numbers, it is sufficient to 
state, that the intention of Mr. 



Gurney to offer himself as a 
candidate had been understood 
long before the dissolution of 
Parliament took place : as he 
was in the same interest with 
Mr. Smith, (that of opposition) 
considerable efforts had been 
made to secure his return, in 
conjunction with that gentle- 
man. On the other hand, it 
was not till after Mr. Harvey, 
the former member in the 
ministerial interest, had de- 
clined, and only a week pre- 
vious to the day of election, 
that Mr. Harbord was solicited 
to become a candidate. 

March 7, 1820. 

William Smith, Esq. 
R. H. Gurney, Esq. 

June 16, 1826. 
William Smith, Esq. 
Jonathan Peel, Esq. 

July 29 and 30, 1830. 
R. H. Gurney, Esq. 2363 

Robert Grant, Esq. 2279 

Jonathan Peel, Esq. 1912 

Sir Charles Ogle, Bart. 1762 

April 29 to May 3, 1831. 
R. H. Gurney, Esq. 2158 

Robert Grant, Esq. 2163 

Sir C. Wetherell 977 

ty(. T. Sadler, Esq. 964 

The above was scarcely to 
be called a contest, neither 
Sir C. Wetherell or Mr. Sad- 
ler being present, or even 
aware of their nomination till 
after the election. 



The Assizes, for the city of Norwich, are held 
before the judges on the Norfolk summer circuit, 
but under a separate commission from those for that 
county. On the arrival of the judges, at the bounds 
of the city liberties, they are met by the high-sheriff 
of the county, and the city sheriffs, with a suitable 
1. 
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procession, and escorted, at first to the shire-hall, 
on the Castle-hill, where the commissions are opened, 
and afterwards to the city Guildhall, where a similar 
ceremony takes place. There is, for the city of 
Norwich, but one general gaol delivery in the year, 
the Lent assizes for the county of Norfolk being con r 
stantly held at Thetford, although the legislature has 
often been petitioned for an alteration in this particu- 
lar. 

These assizes generally occupy nearly a week, 
which, from the great attendance of company, is the 
gayest period known to the inhabitants of Norwich ; 
every amusement being then provided that can attract 
the individual tastes of the votaries of pleasure, or 
satiate those of the more moderate partakers in pur- 
suits of that nature. Occasional visits to the courts 
of justice, must however serve to damp the ardour of 
some of these enjoymenst, which, however innocent, 
seem hardly to agree with the cause originally pro- 
ducing this temporary increase of population. 



TOPOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION 
OF ftiE CITY. 



Norwich, situated on the river Wensum, in lat. 
52 deg. 40 min. N. long. 1, 20, E. of London, is a 
city of long standing celebrity, particularly for its 
manufactures of worsted, &c. To the early introduc- 
tion of these arts may be ascribed the opulence at- 
tained by this city, and its consequent reputation for 
beauty and extent : although some changes have taken 
place in its staple manufacture, occasioned by the 
operation of distant causes; and a suspension of ma- 
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mf*mti*f<mp\6ym*nt hi* been feiV from the long 
deration of* air exhausting war, yet, at this thaw* the 
c*jr sett** not only to equal, bat even bids fair to 
a**pass> its fbrnfe* dignify. 

Thte city occupies a targe space of ground, being 
intermixed wife garden* and other private inclosures, 
in a greater degree than is common to populous cities; 
tfettsey undoubtedly, contribute much to its general 
appearance, and to the free cumulation of air, in some 
ltteasure impaired by the narrowness of many of die 
tftfttetsv lis length, from the site of the old gate, at 
Ae north,, called Magdalen gate, to that of King*- 
street, at the south, is rather more than a mile and a 
ha#; add its extreme breadth, which is at about one 
tfcfftl of it* length from the north, a mile and a quar- 
ter: btttfhese admeasurements, usually given as de- 
scriptive of the extent of Norwich, begin to be supeih 
scrited, by the almost daily multiplication of buildings 
wfAdtttthe^aHs* 

If we conceive a cone and a semi-circle, die bases 
of each being, equal, and applied to each other, it 
wfll give some idea of the shape of the cky as 
formerly inclosed; the conicular end of which 
stretches towards the south* and the semi-circular 
Otte faces the north. The river, runs through the city, 
from West to East, in some points nearly coinciding 
with our imaginary base line, and forms the city 
boundary from ft* exit to the southern extremity^ 
from thence the inclosure was completed by a wall of 
flint stones, having forty towers and a ditch : much 
of the wall still exists, though in * very dilapidated 
•tut*; it having ceased, after the introduction of art*- 
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lery, and the unproved method of modern attack, to 
be of much utility, the necessity of repairing it dimi- 
nished in proportion, and the practice was at length 
discontinued. It had twelve gates, of which eight 
were taken down in 1792 and the two following years, 
and more recently the remaining ones have been 
levelled. 

The site of the walls has become very favorite 
ground for the erection of new buildings, for which 
purpose it is in many respects eminently qualified. 
The rapid increase of dwellings on the roads adjacent 
to the city, has been already stated : they are built 
in humble imitation of those countless erections which 
astonish the stranger on his approach to the metro- 
polis of England: at the same time each vacant space 
within the city, that circumstances permit, seems also 
about to b$ appropriated to the use of the builder. 

These additions to the growth of this populous city, 
strongly argue the existence of an increasing prospe- 
rity, and whether or not they were, at the beginning, 
the effect of a previous want of employment, amongst 
an industrious and speculative set of workmen (as. has 
been hinted,) the unceasing application to works of 
this nature, and the style exhibited by some of the 
principal buildings, prove, that at the present time, 
sufficient encouragement is given to the embarkers in 
such undertakings, and that many structures are the 
productions of men of credit and capital. 



Norwich is divided into four principal, or great 
wards, each containing three smaller wards, which are 
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again subdivided into ah unequal number of parishes, 
amounting in all to thirty-four, or, including the 
hamlets, to thirty weight, with parts of some others. 
Passing by the claims of antiquity, we shall in the 
present instance, depart from the beaten track, and 
giro the precedence to that ward, which, from the 
beauty df some of its streets and private houses, from 
being the scene of many public amusements, and 
the chief resort of strangers, is the most interesting 
quarter of the city, to the generality of readers : re-* 
marking at the same time, that it is undoubtedly the 
most modern, not having been generally inhabited 
before the Norman conquest. 



MANCROFT WARD. 

Contains only three parishes, which are each of 
them smaller wards; viz. St. Stephen, St. Peter, 
and St. Giles. 

St Stephen's parish is the most populous in the 
city, it comprehends the principal street of the same 
name, Surrey, and Rampant-horse streets; Gun and 
Briggs's-lanes; and part of the London road. Surrey- 
street is less extensive than that of St. Stephen, but 
has some private residences on a superior scale, and 
an addition to their number is accomplishing: this 
place had its name from the palace of the earl of Sur- 
rey standing on the north side of it, and in Edward 
the sixth's reign, given or sold by the duke of Nor- 
folk, to Sir Roger Wodehouse, whose descendants, 
for many years made it their city house. Blomefield 
describes many achievements in the windows, as, 
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those of Henry the eighth, the Howard and WW» 
house families, and of others who afterward* pc* 
sessed this mansion. It is now divided' into Severn! 
habitations* 

la Rampant-horse-street, where an inn of the 
same name still continues; was held the ancient horse 
mart Bri ggsVlane is very narrow, although a place 
of considerable traffic, being the chief oomimmicatioi 
between this parish and the marketi-piaoe, and the 
direct route for the marts and other coaches td and 
from London: a subscription was commenced* about 
ten years sjnce, by the late Rev. D^Oyleyy for. the 
purpose of increasing its width; £452 3* ltd. was 
the sum originally subscribed, which by dividends 
and accumulating interest now amounts to £650. 
vested in the names of trustees, in the navy 5 per 
cents, but it is evident that this is yet far from being 
adequate to the design. 

Just without St. Stephen's gate, is situated the 
public garden called Ranelagh : a principal place, of 
resort during the assize week. Public breakfasts 
with, concerts of vocal and instrumental musjc,, sup? 
ported by the talents of some of the first performers 
from the metropolis, and, in the evening, the gardens 
brilliantly illuminated, rarely fail of collecting many 
hundred persons — four thousand, have been assembled 
at one-time* during this lively season* 



THE PARISH OF ST. PETER OF MANCROFT, 

Gave name to the whole ward; Crofla or Croft, 
amongatour saxon ancestors, signified a close adjoii* 
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ing to a mansion; the market-place, at that time an 
uninhabited field, received the appellation of magna 
crofta, from its situation with respect to the castle, 
and the transition to mancroft is obvious. It began 
to be inhabited, towards the latter end of the Con- 
fessor's reign. 

The houses surrounding the market-place are 
generally inhabited by superior tradesmen, there' 
were till the year 1813, two very considerable inns, 
in the eastern range ; the Angel still remains, but the 
one .called the Ring's-head, was at that time pulle4 
down, as a means of establishing a more direct com- 
munication with the Castle-ditches, this was effected 
at the cost of the late alderman Davey, and the avenue 
now bears his name. 

The market-place was formerly of larger size than 
at present, the row of buildings which divides it from 
the fish-market, and those at the east end of the pa- 
rish church, including weaver's-lane, being of more 
recent foundation than the other sides of the paral- 
lelogram ; it may however still be doubted, whether 
any city in England has an open square of equal di- ^ 
mensions, appropriated to the same purpose as this 
is, and the provisions sold are certainly no where ex- 
celled, either in the goodness of their quality, or the 
neatness of their display. The Norfolk house- wives 
are characteristically famous for the feeding and 
dressing of poultry, and the county itself is no less 
so for the production of them : it is customary for 
the citizens to send presents of turkies, &c. to their 
London friends at Christmas, and at that season, the 
number of those fowls are generally sufficient to 
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heavily load the coaches and other vehicles of public 
conveyance.* The market-days, for poultry, eggs, 
butter, butcher's meat, &c. brought by the country 
people, are Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

It is not only on these days, that Norwich is well 
stocked with provision, the butchers' shops at the^ 
upper end of the market, have a constant supply of 
prime meats, and the adjoining fish-market abounds 
with river and sea-fish, the latter being chiefly pro* 
curedfrom Yarmouth. 

Besides the market-place this parish comprises, on 
the east side of it, part of the Cockey-kne, White 
Lion-street, part of the Castle-ditches, and of Orford 
hill; on the north, part of Dove-lane; and on the 
south, the old haymarket,f which is bounded by St. 
Stephen's parish already described ; to the west it in- 
cludes the principal part of Chapel-field, and of Be- 
thel-street, with some lanes. &c* of less note. 

Chapel-field, in its farmer acceptation, signified 
some ground, without the walls', now in the hands of 
private, occupiers ; that which is now so distinguished 
was originally called chapel-field croft, and, belong- 
ing to a considerable college in this and St Stephen's 
parishes, as well as to some other religious institu- 
tions, was, at the dissolution, purchased by the city. 
It seems, afterwards, to have been used as the Cam- 

• See a statement of this kind in the chronology for itm. 



t The haymarket is now on the Castle»ditches f where a maehine lor weigh- 
ing hay was erected some few years since. The seed-market is held in the 
old haymarket, and continues from the beginning of March to the latter end 
of April. , 
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p*$ MMku pf the city, where the trained bands 
mustered, «nd the exercise of fire arms was practised* 
hiVHn in was first railed in, but was not planted 
tflt 174ft, a work for wbieh the inhabitants are iii* 
dfefeted to Sir Thomas Churchman, who, at that tnne, 
held it by lease of the corporation; under the trees 
are now three very agreeable shady walks. 

The corporation again leased the field in 1792, to 
the proprietors of the present water- works, who con* 
structed die reservoii* in the centre; of this there will 
be occasion to speak, in our account of those works : 
immediately through it, runs the line of demarcation, 
which divides the parish of St. Peter's M ancrbft, from 
thatof 

ST. GILES, 

The remaining part of chapel-field, belonging to the 
latter parish. 

St. Giles's principal street is divided into St Giles's 
Brttad-street,* which is the best in the city, and its 
houses, with a few exceptions, spacious and elegant ; 
and the part extending beyond the church, which 
retains the name of St. Giles's street only. To this 
parish belong also, part of Pottergate and of Bethel- 
streets, Willpw and some other lanes. 

% WYMER GREAT WARD. 
Is supposed to have taken its name from one Wymer, 
Or rather Wimer, who lived at the time of the survey, 



• It is to be observed, however, that the parish of St. Giles extends no 
lower in this street than the Horf olk-hotel : yet the whole of it hi called St. 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



48 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

»adebyorderofWitti«nthcCo»qiieror» Thit prin- 
cipal division extends, in a parallel direction, along 
the southern bank of the river, from its entrance at 
the west, to the opposite extremity of the city; a*d 
its sub-divisions are, west, middle, and east, Wy»e* 
wards. 

WEST WYMER WARD, 

Contains the parishes of St. Benedict, St. Switirin, 
St. Margaret, St. Laurence, and St. Gregory. 

There are two principal streets running the whole 
length of this ward, they have been generally called 
upper and lower Westwick-streets, but as portions of 
them belong to different parishes, custom has sanc- 
tioned new appellations; thus, the east ends of both 
are respectively upper and lower St. Laurence-streets, 
whilst the west end of the former is named from St. 
Benedict's, and the corresponding portion of the lat- 
ter from St. Swithin's parish. 

A considerable part of the ward is on very low 
ground, which was anciently covered with water : 
the site of St. Laurence church was actually a quay 
for landing herrings, &c. and, with the adjoining 
hagh, or close, surrounded with, hedges, had been 
possessed by the East- Anglian Bishops, tillAlfric 
the 8th of them, granted the whole, by will, to Bury 
abbey : that institution, having founded the Church, 
in the Confessor's reign, released the hagh, and upon 
it the parish of St. Lawrence then began to be built. 
Here is situated a well of very ancient date, it was ifi 
common use, in Edward the First's time, and, in 
1576, was granted, with its lane of communication, 
to Robert Gibson, who agreed to bring the water into 
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the public street, for the " ease of the common peo- 
ple :" this being effected, a pomp was set tip, which 
still continues, and has an inscription, whose singu* 
htfity makes it worthy of insertion. 

This Water here cavght, G ybson hath it sovghte, 

In Sorte as yowe se, From Saynt Lawrbh 't Wei, 

From a Spring is brpvghte, And his Charg this wrowghte, 

Thraskore Foot and tare. "Who now here doe dwel. 

Ivy Ease was his Coste, not smal, 

Vovchsafid wel of those, 
Which thankful be, his Work to se, 

And thereto be no foes.* 

The parish of St. Gregory extends into St. Giles's 
Broad-street, it contains part of Pottergate-street, 
Charing-cross, and the two Goat-lanes, and composes 
the eastern extremity of this ward ; the lanes, &c. 
of which, are of minor importance, and too numerous 
for detail. 

MIDDLE WYMER WARD. « 

Has the parishes of St. John of Mad derm ark et, St. 
Andrew, aod St. Michael at Plea ; and had formerly 
those of St, Christopher and Holy Cross, the first of 
which, in 1551, web united to St. John's, and the 
other, having sustained the loss of its church by fire, 
in Henry the Third's reign, was divided between the 
parish of St. Andrew, and that of St. Michael at Plea. 
A market, for the sale of madder, was anciently 
held on the north side of St. John's church ; this ac- 
counts for the distinguishing appellation of the parish, 
which, besides this spot, contains the site of the pa- 



• Thto was the exact original Inscription ; bat the pamp having been beau* 
tl/led a few yean ago, the orthography wai considerably altered. 
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lace, formerly possessed by the dukes of N©rfottv 
ptrt of St. Andrew's Bro*d-street, 6f Pottcrgate- 
street, and of Dove-lane, Henry duke of Norfolk, 
in 1602, demolished the hditse his ancestors had re^ 
sided in, from the time of Henry the Eighth, and 
commenced the erection of a new one, on are*y 
splendid plan r this was scarcely finished before Us 
grandson, Thomas duke of Norfolk, pulled nearly 
the whole of it down, being much offended by the 
mayor's preventing his company of comedians from 
entering the city with trumpets, &c. The small part 
which remained was afterwards made a workhouse, 
but destroyed in 1806, and, at present, chief part of 
the premises are occupied by granaries, and other 
buildings of a similar nature, communicating with the 
river. 

St. Andrew's Broad-street, the best in the ward, 
is chiefly in the parish of that name, it was originally 
called Wymer-street. The same parish contains also 
Black Friars, and part of Pottergate-streets ; St. 
Andrew's Steps,* Bridewell-alley, London-lane, part 
of Cockey-lane, and others ; and is noted for some of 
the principal public buildings, as the Common-hall, 
&c. the description of which our plan refers to ano- 
ther chapter. 

In St Michael's at Pleat was anciently a pond, 
which, in some old evidences, occasions this parish 
to be called St. Michael at Muspool ; the ground, ac- 
quired by filling up the pit, obtained the name of the 

• The Steps were removed in 1761, bat the place still retains the name, 
t For the reason of ibis term, yid. the Chinch of St MkhMl at ft** 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



Or NORWICH. 61 

Red-Well Plain, from a well then made; this, in 
1639, had a pomp placed over it, which, a few years 
since, was removed to the south-west corner of the 
ehnrcb-yjuod wall, and the vacant space has, from 
that time, frepa generally called Bank-place, frem its 
.vicinity to the bank of the Messrs. Gnrneys : to this 
parish belong the larger half of Queen-street, Bank* 
afreet, part of London*lane, and King's Arms lane ; 
in the last , was the Old Assembly-house, which had 
been disused from the building of the present one, in 
St Stephen's, and was puHeddown in 1802, to make 
a carriage-way from this part of the city to the Castle 
Meadow. In 

BAST WTMER WARD. 

Are the several parishes of St Peter of Seagate, 
St George at Tombland, St Simon and Jude, St 
Martin, at the Plain, (including the dissolved parish 
of St Matthew) and St Helen, 

The name of Hungate, or Hounde+yate, was given 
on account of the Bishop's hounds* having been for- 
merly kept there ; the parish is small and uninterest- 
ing, containing little else than the chief part of Hun- 
gato-street and Elm-hill ; the last had its appellation 
from an elm-tree growing on it, which was cut down 
about three years since. 

Tombland received its name from having formed 
the burial-ground to St Michael's church, which an- 
ciently stood in the midst of it ; this was not parochial, 
but served as a chapel to the palace of the Earls of the 



* The practice of hunting was formerly very common amongst Ecclesiastics : 
Chancer ridicules the nutoksfor. their eager pursuit of thisspoft* 
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East Angles, whilst the palace itself, was situated on 
the south of the chapel-yard, and extended as far as 
the outer ditch of the castle. The whole of Tomb- 
land, with a small portion of King-street, belongs to 
St George's parish, although the latter, and the most 
southern part of the former, are in Couisford Word. 
Opposite the west gate of the Cathedral is a house of 
'which the renowned Sir John Fastolf «wa* the original 
proprietor; it had, till lately, a portico, supported 
by two gigantic figures of Samson and Hercules, in 
wood; these have been removed from their original 
, station, but may still be seen within the Court. 

The parish of St. Simon and Jude is bounded en 
the north by the river, Fyebridge quay or stathe being 
chiefly within it. St George's company had the cus- 
toms which used to be paid here, and "were obliged to 
find a cucking stool, it being the place of punishment 
for those who were sentenced to undergo that de- 
grading operation ;* from this cause the street, leading 
to the bridge, was called the Cueke, or Coke-Htw f and 
now generally Cook-street, in it was the city house 
. of the bishop, of the diocese, previous to the removal 
of the see from Thetford, having its principal entrance 
in the same place as the present Maid's-head tavern, 
in which, at the present day, is transacted the busi- 
ness connected with the bishop's general visitation. 

St. Martin's parish comprises the Plain, from which 



• This practice obtained even in the time of the Anglo-Saxons : the machine 
it described as a sort of chair, placed at the end of a plank, in which the 
offender was seated and ducked in the water: in Domesday it is called Co- 
thedra Stercoris. The punishment was inflicted on Scolds and Uuqniet 
Women, and sometimes Brewers and Bakers, on transgressing; the laws of 
their respective trades, were treated in the same manner. 
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it has its denomination; St Martin's street, lying 
between it and Tombland ; Bridge-street, communi- 
cating with White-Friars bridge; two lanes leading to 
Fyebridge quay ; Tabernacle-street; and the Hospital 
fane, commencing at the conclusion of the last, and 
ending in Biahop's-gate street, formerly called Holm- 
street, the only one in the parish of St Helen ; at 
its western entrance are a handsome modern house 
and garden, the residence of R. Alderson Esq. the 
present recorder, and next to this is the hospital of 
St Giles to be hereafter described. 

The rest of this parish is composed of land belong- 
ing to the hospital, called the hospital meadows ; 
they are bounded by the river on the north and east 
sides, and at the intermediate angle is an old round 
tower called formerly the Dungeon, and now Cow's 
tower; it was built, to command the passage of the 
river, to levy tolls anciently belonging to the Prior, 
and to serve as a prison for the cathedral precinct ; 
afterwards it passed, with the land, into the possession 
of St* Giles's hospital, and, in 1378, was conveyed 
to the city, by whom it was rebuilt two years after, 
at a considerable ex pence: it is now in a ruinous 
state, parts however of the stair-case and battlements 
still remain. 

• Here terminates our account of Wymer great 
ward, the eastern extremity of which is separated 
from the next principal division, we intend to de- 
acribe, by the liberty of the cathedral, but adjoins k 
in the parish of St George at TomMand. 
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CONISFORD GREAT WARD, 

Contains North Conisferd, Sonth Conisford, 
Ber-street, small wards. 

Kingstreet, formerly Conisford street, begins at the 
upper end of the gnat ward, and continues quit* 
through it to the opposite end, being muoh'the longest 
street in Norwich; more than one-thud of its length, 
is in 

NORTH CONISFORD WARD, 

which, except a small part of St. George's Tombland^ 
as before stated, and a still smaller portion, of St 
Michael at Plea, contains only the parish of St. Peter 
per Mountergate ; this is indeed an extensive, parish,, 
and, on the west side of King street, includes a large 
share of the Castle meadow, with its two recettt 
openings, and the Common Pump street : on the* 
east it comprehends Griffin-lane, Rose lane, and 9U 
Faith's lane, with a considerable space, chiefly laid 
out in gardens, &c. originally belonging to some dis* 
solved parishes, the names of which are now beoopje 
so obsolete, that an enumeration of them is unneces- 
sary f except where the parish of St. George inter- 
venes, the whole of this side is bounded, on the north* 
by the liberty of the cathedral, and on. the, east t>y 
the river, adjoining the last is a large vinegar yard* 
close by this an iron-foundery, and, between them, 
the road leading to one of the new bridges. 



SOUTH CONISFORD WARD, 

Has three parishes, St. Julian, St. Etheldred, and 

• There were also fame rehgiotu inititationi which will be noticed to 
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and St. Peter Southgate; taking in the remainder of 
King-street Of the first it is sufficient to say, that 
it consists of a small part of the common street, and 
some lanes of little consequence; the second has, at 
the present day, no greater claim to attention, but 
anciently many persons of distinction had their city 
houses in it, as the family surnamed Of Norwich, and 
others : the old common stathe is in this parish. St* 
Peter Southgate is the last division of King-street, 
reaching to the site of the old gate. Near this. , the 
old boom, which was used to prevent any vessel from 
passing till they had paid the toll, crossed the river; 
being placed between two towers, standing on the op- 
posite banks; that on the east is still in tolerable pre- 
servation. Prom the gate the wall ascends the hill, 
to the west, and towards the summit, is crowned by 
the Governor's Tower; this is faced with cut flint, 
from whence it is sometimes called the Black Tower, 
and is of larger size than any other on the wall. 

The hills are called Butter hills, a corruption of 
Butler, or Boteler, the name of the ancient possessor 
of them. As a means of relieving the numerous poor, 
whom want of employment, in the winter of 18ie, 
greatly distressed, it was proposed to cut a road 
through the principal hill, leading to the newly-erected 
bridge at Carrow; a public subscription was opened 
for {Ms purpose, which soon amounted to a consider- 
able sum, by the judicious use of which, many in- 
dustrious men were greatly relieved; it had also this 
farther good effect, that when a pauper applied for 
ffe£ef, under a pretence of a scarcity of wojrk^it served 
^s a touchstone to distinguish jthp justness of hi* cq»- 
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plaint. In commemoration of the event, a tablet of 

free-stone, was placed in the front of the Black-tower, 

containing the following inscription: 

This Road was made 

by a Public Subscription, 

in the Mayoralty of 

CRISP BROWN, Esquire, 

and under the Gratuitous 

Superintendence of 

.Mr. ARTHUR BROWNE, Surveyor. 

£. D. 1817. 

Within the wall, leading from this spot to Ber- 
street, is a considerable piece of ground, formerly 
called the Wilderness, but, a few years since, con- 
verted into a public garden, where it is usual for the 
honest artisan to pursue the recreation his leisure 
Lours afford. 



BER-STREET WARD, 

Contains the parishes of St. John Sepulchre, St. 
Michael at Thorn, St. John Timberhill, and All 
Saints. 

Ber-street is the principal parish in this ward, and 
may, perhaps, challenge a greater antiquity than any 
other in Norwich, being the direct road between the 
the castle and the ancient military station at Caistor : 
the ground here is very high, and though the slaugh- 
tering of cattle is restricted to this street, and the 
buildings in it are, generally speaking, of an inferior 
kind, it seems, from its width, and natural situation, 
capable of forming the finest street in the city. The 
most southern part of it is in the parish of St John 
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Sepulchre, fo which the dissolved parish of St 
Bartholomew was added: at Catherine hill is an 
elegant modern mansion, the residence of Mrs. 
Burroughs. To St Michael at Thorn belongs the 
rest of Ber-street, and the ancient parish of St. Martin 
in the balliva,* including ScoleVgreen,f and St 
Michael's hUl leading to King-street. 

St. John's of Timberhill had a market, for the sale 
of timber, on the plain south of the church ; besides 
this space it contains the hill, leading from thence to 
Orford-hill, a part of that hill, Orford-street, com- 
municating with the Castle-ditches, and the Golden 
Ball lane. 

All Saints' parish consists of All Saints' Green, 
where the ancient swine market was held, All Saints 9 
lane, leading towards St. Stephen's, and part of Rod- 
ney-street. 

There yet remains another portion of Ber-street 
Ward, viz. the dissolved parish of St. Catherine, 
or St Winewaloy, which was nearly depopulated by 
the great pestilence of 1349, but re-mained a distinct 
parish till after the dissolution, when it was united 
to St Stephens. 

This brings our account of the city to the place 
from whence it was commenced, as the boundary 
line between the Ward of Ber-street, and that of 
Mancroft, runs along the street, dividing the parishes 
of All Saints and St. Stephen : the name of this 
street was originally Newgate, as it ended at the last 
ereeted of the City gates, it was afterwards called 
Upper Surrey-street, and now more commonly Rod- 
i , , I, > , — 

• Or BaHUwick of the caitle. 
t Schools-green, from a school to which this served as a play-ground. 
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ney-street ; whilst the gate which stood at its extre* 
mfty, haying heen at first a postern of brass, occasions 
that spotto he caHed Brazen-doors, at the present day* 

THE CASTLE DITCHES 

Have heen partially noticed, in the accounts of dif- 
ferent parishes ; hut, for the purpose of completing 
the description of the three great Wards, south of the 
river Wensum, it is necessary to give a distinct 
sketch of the whole : — 

In the year 1344, King Edward the Third visited 
Norwich ; and, upon the occasion, the citizens had 
sufficient interest to obtain from him, a grant of tfeo 
whole exempt jurisdiction of the Castle, (that is to 
say, all beyond the inner ditch) having represented 
to his Majesty, that, amongst other inconveniences, 
when any of the citizens had committed felony, &c. 
they took refuge there, and avoided punishment 
The ditches on the south side of the Castle were le- 
velled in 1738, and the cattle market, which is very 
considerable, has heen ever since kept there. Those 
on the north and west sides have heen long built upon, 
leaving only a space round the bottom of the hill, 
which is probably coincident with the inner ballium.* 
On the east is the Castle Meadow, a portion of the 
same ancient jurisdiction; We now proceed to the 

GREAT NORTHERN WARD. 
Or Ward beyond the Water, which is divided into 
Coslany, Colegate, and Fye-bridge small JVards. 



• The toner balliam was the space between the middle and Inner ditches : 
neetheacconntef theCastltw ' 
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COSLANT WARD.*' 

Contains tbct parishes of St. Michael, St. Mary, and 
St. Martin at Oak. 

To St Michael's Coslany belong St. Michael's 
atFeetaadCoslany-street ; in the latter, a house and 
gardens, the residence of the late alderman Watson, 
and another built by the late Edmund Hooke, Esq; 
were, during the war, converted into Barracks, for 
Infantry, but disposed of on the return of peace, and 
now several manufactories are established in the same 
place. 

St. Mary's contains St Mary's plain and a portion 
■of Coslany-street, it extends along by the river, to 
the New Mills, including the eastern end of that 
building, and a few other places of little importance. 

The continuation of Coslany-street is called St. 
Martin's street, and is the principal in that parish } 
the lanes, &c* though numerous, being uninteresting. 

CO LEG ATE WARD 

Now contains only the parishes of St. George in 
Colegate and St Augustine, but formerly had three 
others, vi«* St John's, St Olave's, and St Mar- 
garet's of Newbridge,* all of which have been united 
to St George's. 

In St. Augustine's parish are, St Augustine's* 
street, and the north ends of Pit-street, Gilden-gate 
street, and Cal vert-street, a part of tbe Gilden-croft, 
and of Botolph-atreet. 



• Ibis parMi wu depopulated by the pettUmet of 1S49. 
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The parish of St George Colegate comprises, St 
George's Bridge-street, St George's plain, nearly 
allCoJegate-street, Muspole-streetpartofPitHrtreei; 
of Gilden-gate, and of Calvert*streets, 

Covert-street was named from a noble house, b«3f 
by a counsellor Calvert, which is now muchjedueed 
in size : the original name of the street was Snail-gate. 

The only ward which remains to be described is 

FYEBRIDGE WARD. 

In this are the following parishes ; St, Clement's, 

St. Edmund's, St. Saviour's, St Paul's, and St 
James's. 

St. Clement's parish is in two distinct anddetacheo* 

parts, the one adjoining the river contains, Bridge* 

street by Fyebridge, the most southern part of 

Magdalen-street, St Clement's-street, and the 

eastern extremity of Colegate-street; about two thirds 

of the Gilden-croft also belongs, as demesne land 

of the ancient manor of Tokethorpe,* or Tolthorpe, 

the site of which is in St, Clement's parish, in the 

Gilden-croft was formerly held the court for the manor, 

and from the geld or tax paid there by the tenants 

its name is supposed to have been derived : the public 

exercises of the city were, at one time, performed 

in it as tilts, tournaments, &c. and but-hills were 

erected for shooting with the cross-bow. The other 

division of the parish is without the wall, between St 

Augustine's and Magdalen gates; the Infirmary is 

within this part of the parish, and more north are a 



• Toke't-thorpe from one Toke, who held it ia the rdga of Edward tfet 
CoufcMor. . 
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considerable nranbe* of brifldirigg, having the appear- 
ance of attire town, and affording another proof of 
lite increase of population in Norwich, as mmt of 
them have been built within the last five years'. 

fit Edmund's was, originally, ohsefiy iafeabited by 
fishermen, whence the old nafcfe of Fish-gate de- 
. rived to the principal street, which is now *known 
hf the same name as f the* parish: the water-gate, 
where the fish ware landed, wms sohlh of the church- 
yard, the oilier streets in 8ft. Edmund's are Feaftgtk 
and Bridge^streets. 

In&t S*ritrar'a parish are a considerable part of 
Magdalen-street, . and of Botolph«street, a .dissolved 
parish of that name ; Stumpncross was at an aiiglc be- 
tween these two, which still retains the mime, although 
the edifice has been long removed. 'St Mary U*- 
brent is another dissolved parish, bow forming part 
of St, Saviour's. 

To St Paul's belong all the north *nd of Magdalen- 
atreet, die dissolved parish of AH Saints, consisting 
chiefly of All Saints' street; now more commonly 
called little Magdalen*stretet, Rotten-row, and the 
site of Norman's Hospital. 

White Friars' street, and St, James's street, with 
the remaining ground, enclosed by the wall, and on 
the south by the river, form port of the parish of St 
James, to which also the hamlet of Pocktborpe 
belongs. 
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HAMLETS, 

Thus much has been allotted to the description mt 
the parishes withki the walla, but the boundaries of 
the city and county of Norwich extend much farther, 
comprehending a circuit of about fourteen miles; and 
containing nearly 6,630 acres; 

* LAKENHAM 

Was named from its situation near Ac broad- water 
or lake, by which it appears, that the river fbnmetfy 
diffused itself ever the meadows in this place. Hare 
are several seats, the principal are, a fine one ofthc 
late Alderman Crowe, and another beautiful modern 
mansion, the residence of P. M. Martineau £14. 
The city liberties are bounded by the river, atthi 
extremity of this parish, where are Hertford Bridges 
neatly built of stone, and distant two miles and a 
quarter from the Guild-hall. Hie hill, leading to 
these bridges, was formerly very steep, but . about 
fifteen years ago, through the efficacy erf a public 
subscription* the abruptness of the slope was con* 
sfderably diminished: this improvement was much 
promoted by the exertions of the Rev. D'Oyley> 
whose public spirit prompted him to many similar 
efforts. The hamlet of 

BRACONBALB 

Belongs to this parish. 4 it was originally written 
Brakendown* i. e. the brafcey down* or hills, from the 
number of brakes then growing there. On the prin- 
cipal hill was formerly a chapel,* much resorted to by 
fishermen, being dedicated to their patron Saint 
Nicholas '. when their offering was agreeable, they 
received a bulla, or leaden metal, an impression of 
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Which has been preserved by Bbmefield. This ham- 
let n perhaps the most pleasant in the liberties of 
Norwich, and contains some neat modern hofrscsj 
it is situated between Lakenham and the city> and 
adjoins on the eastern side to the hamlet of 

carrow, or Catfae, 
Formerly a considerable Nunnery, and now often 
railed Carrow Abbey; the parish was subject tor the 
home till die dissolution, when it became united to 
Lakenham* Hie principal object here is the new 
bridge/ described amongst the rest of the city bridges. 
A part of Trowse belongs to the same parish, and 
isr called Trowsq Millgate, the rest of it being in the 
County of Norfolk. Lakenham, Carrow, and Trowse 
Millgate, are divided between the Wards of South 
Conteford and Bert-street* To St Stephen's Ward 
belongs the hamlet of 

baton* Aietene, Eiun, 
Or, the Town at the water* a low unpleasant Village. 
Eaton hall, about a mile on the Norwich side of it r is* 
however, a large and good building, and was the re- 
sidence of die late Alderman Jonathan Davey. The 
bridge, in tins pariah, terminates the liberties of the 
City* which continue to be bounded by the river, to 
the hamlet of 

EAftLHAfcf. 

This lies, partly in the ward of St. Peter of Man- 
croft, and partly in West Wymer ward. It is very 
thinly inhabited, and has but one seat, that of J. J. 
Gumey, Esq. The farthest part of this hamlet is two 
miles and a half from the Guild-hall. The boundary 
line now, quitting the river, runs nearly in a straight 
direction to 
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tflLUSnON* 

Where a. new bridge of cast iion haa lately beat 
emoted, in place of the old one which was built with 
wood only* Bat aaniaU part of this pariah ia hi 
the jurisdiction of the oky, and the ehmreh standi 
without it. Nearer to the city is the hamlet of 

HEIGHAM, 

In which the truly pious bishop Hall ended his days* 
after the persecution he had suMbsadfram the £«%, 
ill the turbulent times of the grand, rebellion: the 
Jwuseof that excellent man is still existing aa a pubBe 
house, whose sign, is the Dolphin, Heighanwtreet, 
aince the tlemolitien of the old gate, Appears a, can* 
tarnation of .Weetwickostveet, and ia sow* dirty, and 
disagreeable, . 

To complete die account of the- oky liberties it 
remains to be mentioned, that small parts of Cation 
and of Sprowston both north of the eity belong; the 
e&tent on that side being aa far as *nilo*erbss, out of 
St.. Augustine's gate, and one mile and three^quartena 
from the Guild-hall: the boundary then, encloses, al 
Pockthorpe, and a small part of Thorpe, lying tow- 
ards the east As the churches and principal pari* of 
4hese parishes (except Pockthorpe) belong to Ae 
county of Norfolk, they have no title to farther notice 
here, but of 

POOKTHOnPE 

More remains to be said. The street is uninteresting, 
it is thickly, inhabited by the poorer class* The 
bounds are considerable, and, aa before stated, are 
part, of the parish of St. James:; they begin at Mag- 
dalen gate, and, paasing along the Catton road, torn 
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off towards the east, including a portion of Mouse* 
hold, and the valley opposite Bishop's bridge, for* 
utterly called Lollard's-pit ; where the followers of 
our first reformer, Wickliffe, were many of them 
burnt for the profession of the true faith. A few 
yards from bishop's bridge, and by the side of the 
river, is a conduit of free-stone, which was built by 
Sir John Pettus, knt. in 1611 : this is over a spring, at 
that time much frequented, and the building was in- 
tended to prevent its being choked up. It is now 
fast falling into decay. The pressure being removed 
by the abstraction of the soil which formed the hill, 
the spring, once so highly prized, is nearly extinct. 
The arms of Pettus, and the following inscription', 
are carved upon it : 

3of)&im*0 Vetttt* milt* itot jWomtmentttm 
evtfit A. IBtii* i6ii. 

NEW LAKENHAM. 

This hamlet, which but a few years since contained 
a very small number of houses, and those thinly 
scattered, has, in consequence of the building mania 

Jhich visited every part of this city and hamlets, 
fereased to an almost incredible extent — such a 
number of buildings has been erected, including 
several new streets, that in order to distinguish it 
from the eW, it has been, for some considerable time, 
called New Lakenkam. A vast addition of course, 
has been made to the number *f inhabitants, which, 
according to the late census, is now estimated at 
3810 ; of which number 1704 are males, and 2046 
females. The present number of inhabited houses 
is estimated at 917, and uninhabited 114, making 
the total number of houses 1081. 

In consequence of the above influx of inhabitants, 
2. 
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it became necessary to enlarge the church. A meet- 
ing of the parishioners therefore took place, and a 
subscription was opened for the purpose of defraying 
the expense of enlarging the south aisle ; and Laken- 
ham has now the comfort of a neat and commodious 
place for public worship. 

CRICKET GROUND. 

The members of the Norwich club haye taken the 
lease of a field, containing ten acres, at Lakenham, 
well suited for the purpose, and have spared neither 
pains nor expense in getting it into proper order. 
The ground has been laid down with fine turf under 
the direction of Mr. Bentley : it is kept in admirable 
order. 

As connected with this hamlet, we would notice 
crook's place, 
so called from its being purchased, planned, and 
built upon by an enterprising individual (one of the 
society of friends) of the name of Crook. This 
site, although a short time since cultivated as a mar- 
ket garden, is now covered with buildings, and can 
boast of its streets, chapels, inns, &c. The principal 
entrance is near St. Stephen's gates, through an 
arched gate-way, constructed of cast-iron, and in- 
scribed " Crook's Place, 1820." 
union plaqb. 

Abutting on the above and communicating there 
with, formerly divided in compartments, and let to 
individuals as private gardens, is now covered with 
buildings, and contains several pleasant and genteel 
residences. 

Amongst the various improvements we would notice 
the crescent, 
situate near the entrance into Union place, which for 
pleasantness in point of situation and respectability , 
has scarcely a rival in the city. 
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In addition to the numerous improvements, we 
next briefly notice 

WEST POTTERGATE STREET, 

near St. Benedict's gates. This street is rising fast 
into repute; the pleasantness of its situation, and 
the additional buildings erected in its vicinity, give 
it the appearance of a new city. 

SUSSEX STREET, 

communicating with St. Augustine's and St. Mar- 
tin's at Oak, has the next claim to notice, not only 
on account of its spacious and noble appearance, but 
also of the pleasantness of its site. It may be justly 
inferred, from the appearance of the houses already 
erected, that Sussex street, when completed, will 
maintain its pre-eminence. 

The reader will not be surprised, when contempla- 
ting the vast number of new erections in the vicinity 
of this city, when informed that, from 1819 to 1826, 
during a space of only seven years, the consumption 
of bricks was not less than fifty millions. 

MOUSEHOLD HEATH, 

Is a tract of hilly ground, four or five miles broad 
each way : a part of this pnly belongs to Norwich. 
The etymology of the term has been differently given ; 
Neville would have it the mossy hill, and therefore 
called Moss-wold; but Blomefield disputes this deriva- 
tion, on the ground that wold, in the Saxon, signified a 
country void of wood, when it is certain that this hill 
was formerly very woody ; and he gives Monks-hold 
for the true derivation, on the authority of ancient 
manuscripts, assuming as a reason its having been 
much of it in the possession of the monks of Nor- 
wich, who used it to pasture their cattle on. Nearly 
the whole has been inclosed within a few years, but it 
3. 
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is probable that some parts of it will never be brought 
into cultivation. In the sides of this hill are found 
plenty of chalk ; and the black flint, with which the 
public buildings of Norwich hare, for the most part 
been constructed, is supposed to have been obtained 
from the same source. In a chalk ground opposite 
Bishop's bridge, some labourers, a few years since, 
met with the mouth of a cavern, which being enter- 
ed, proved very extensive, branching off in various 
directions ; the opinion generally entertained is, that 
the chalk, for the building of the cathedral, was pro- 
cured there. 

This concludes the topographical account of the 
city and county of Norwich : the cathedral precinct 
is an exempt jurisdiction, and will naturally follow 
the history and description of that church. 

THE RIVER WENSUM. 

The Wensum rises at West Rudham, in the county 
of Norfolk, about thirty miles distant from Norwich : 
being augmented, by the junction of several rivulets, 
it passes through the city, and meeting with the Tesse, 
below Trowse, they continue their course in the same 
channel: some authors have asserted that it then 
takes the name of Yare, but it seems more correct 
to retain its appellation of Wensum, till after its 
union with the Waveney, near the port of great 
Yarmouth. 

In the year 1813, the first Steam-boat, for the 
conveyance of passengers, between Norwich and 
Yarmouth, was employed, being almost the earliest 
introduction of that species of navigation into England. 
This novel mode of travelling, which may be con- 
sidered as one of the most important modern appli- 
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i©f a useful and powerful agent* met with inch 
patronage from the public, thai two vessels were soon 
after used in the aarae passage, and were daily in* 
creasing in popular estimation, when the general 
fading was much changed, by^a>~fijlal accident re- 
tarded* in . our dirdnafegy for 1817. 
- After such an unfortunate occurence, it is not 
surprising, that the public confidence in vessels of 
this description should have declined, but there is 
every reason to believe, that, when they are con-r 
siructed by an experienced engineer, and the danger 
of explosion is not hazarded, by the adoption of ap- 
paratus of an inferior quality, they, are as secure as 
any other method of conveyance ; and the certainty 
and celerity observed in their voyages cannot but 
be greatly recommending to them. It is also satis- 
factory to know, that the attention of the legislature 
has been directed tp this object ; and that, by the 
salutary regulations passed in the last parliament, the 
safety of passengers, in these vehicles, is inateriajly . 
ensured. 

There is now. on this river one steam packet, and 
one worked by horses. 

The general navigation, from Norwich to Yarmouth, 
is performed by Kee.1* and Wherries: the former are 
ohiefly restricted to the freightage of timber, and are 
far less numerous than formerly : the Wherries are 
peculiar to the rivers of Norfolk and Suffolk, and 
those made use of on the Wensum, carry from fifteen 
to forty tons, and draw from three to four feet of 
water : the mast is by the head, and is so balanced, 
hy means of lead, that the strength of a single man 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



6* HISTORICAL JSCeoCNf 

U sufficient to raise or lower it, in the araii#f ] 
mg bridges t on this, by the action of a windlsas, the 
fail is hoisted, being extended on a gaff At the tip 
edge. These vessels are seldom navigated by i 
than two hands, and one of these is often a boy* 
or the wife of the waterman i in the latter case, it m 
riot unfrequent for then* to have their families in the 
cabin, which is placed at thesterni < 

' It is however in contemplation, to make this river 
navigable for rfHfppffto of a moderate siae, and meet, 
tings have been held fo* that purpose : we have only 
to* wish all possible success may attend a nteastnrt* 
which is likely to be productive of so much good to 
the city, as this project promises) and, from the 
perseverance of those who appear foremost in the 
business, there appears no reason to suspect any re* 
. taxation in their endeavours* 

The Wensutri contains various kinds of fish, as 
roach, perch, teach, dace, gudgeon, bream, pike, and 
great quantities of eels : there is also a small fish called 
the ruff,* a species of perch, Which is common to all 
the Norfolk streams i salmon have been occasionally 
taken, and smelts are found in great plenty, in the 
months of April and May. 

The corporation hate jurisdiction on the river, 
from HeHesdon Bridge, to Hardley Cross, a distance 
, of 'at least twenty -four miles; this, however, dote 
Hot supersede the rights of the proprietors of manors 
tin the banks, all of whom have their several fine- 
fisheries, and to some swan-marks are appendant; bat 
the city has in a)) eases a joint right; 

» — ; — : . — *. — . — -—; — 1_ — - u- 

• Fcrctcerana. 
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NORWICH A PORT. 

Notwithstanding the narrow limits to which we are 
restricted in a publication like the present, where so 
many interesting topics are continually presenting 
themselves, we are not willing to entirely omit a sub- 
ject of such deep interest to this city — a subject 
which has for some time past occupied the attention 
of a numerous class of citizens, more espicially those 
who are deeply interested in its commercial pros- 
perity. Pamphlets have been industriously circu- 
lated pro. and con., various means resorted to, in 
order, if possible, to counteract or stifle it in its 
birth. But the general good has triumphed over 
private interests, which have at length given way to 
conviction; and it must be a strong and heartfelt 
consolation to the advocates and promoters of so great 
an undertaking, when they reflect, that in due time 
their most anxious hopes will be realized. 

" The principal object for which this company is 
associated, is, that of making Norwich a Port for 
Sea-borne vessels not exceeding ten feet draught, by 
opening the best and most direct line of communi- 
cation between that City and the Sea. 

" The inconveniences, obstructions, and detentions 
which attend the present system of navigation from 
Norwich to Sea by Yarmouth, when goods are 
obliged to be trans-shipped, have long been subjects 
of complaint with those connected with the trade of 
Norwich, as expressed at various public meetings 
convened to deliberate on those evils, and on die 
best mode of remedying them." * 

In 1818 a meeting was held at the Guild-hall, for 
the purpose of discussing the measure. At this 
meeting Alderman Crisp Brown brought forward the 
proposition to make " the Norwich river navigable 
for Sea-borne vessels ; he in a copious and luminous 

* Vide protpectni iisaed by the company. 

4. 
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speech pointed out the vast importance of the mea- 
sure, and demonstrated the necessity and practica- 
bility of the plan proposed. The proposition made 
by the worthy Alderman was — 1st. To render the 
river Yare navigable to Hardley Cross— 2nd. From 
thence to cut a canal directly across the marshes to 
a point just beyond St. Olave's bridge on the Low- 
estoft side— 3rd. To widen Oulton dyke, and lastly 
to open a communication with the sea at the end of 
Lake Lothing ; which was to be rendered fit for the 
reception of vessels and form a harbour of refuge." 
The tide being freely admitted into Lake Lothing, 
will form a harbour, cpntaining about 1,300 acres, 
now averaging from ten to twelve .feet in depth, but 
on admission of the tide (which flows five feet) will 
average from fifteen to seventeen feet in depth at 
high water. 

The above plan met with a decided opposition from 
Yarmouth, and lingered for several years. The 
expense of carrying it into execution was estimated 
by Messrs. Telford and Cubitt at £100,000 ; at the 
same time they proved beyond a doubt the possibility 
of carrying the plan into effect. 

In 1825 the money was raised, but the bill was 
lost in the committee of the House of Commons. 
In 1826, the bill was again brought into the House 
of Commons, and passed by a majority of twenty- 
five to five. In 1827, it passed the House of Lords, 
and received the Royal assent. On Tuesday the 
14th of Sept. 1827, the works at Mutford bridge 
were commenced, the worthy proposer of the mea- 
sure being the first person to begin the labours. 
The work has been going on with every prospect of 
a substantial and satisfactory completion; and on the 
10th of August, 1831, the new Harbour at Lowestoft 
was formally opened, from which day commenced 
the payment of port-dues. 
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

Ifhe pttbac buildings of Norwich are numerous* 
and, in most instances, well worthy of attention: it 
b netintended, in this place, to enter into a desorip* 
|m of those appropriated to the purpose of public 
worship, as seme pages will be deroted to them to* 
wards the end of the work. The present objects are 
such structures as are dotted to municipal uses, fol* 
towed by others assigned to those of public recreation 
and by those employed in the exercise of various 
charities, in which particular Norwich ranks amongst 
the tot cities, hi this land of liberality and benevo* 
lence. 

It must be understood, that the building to be first 
described does not belong to the city, but, with the 
hill en which it stands, forms part of the county of 
Norfolk; yet a description of it is indispensible, as it 
is the most eminently conspicuous object in Norwich, 
and i* situated nearly in the centre of that place. 



THS CA8TLE. 

According to the most probable accounts, king 
Vttk, already mentioned,* first established a fortifi- 
cation here; which, agreeably to the general usbge 
of the Saxons of that age, was formed of earth only : 
it increased, most likely, from the desertion of the 
Ventulcenerum> of the Romans, added to its peculiar 
local advantages, and in 642 A* B. was a royal castle 
of Anna* serenth king of East Anglia, 

• See page i. 
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Being often attacked by the Dafces, against wh#s# 
fey its* walk of earth were sot a soa^e^ defence, 
Alfred enacted > the first costly of .bride aaW ritaaav 
Hm i* said to have, been deatroytodi by SaMynJon^ 
•f Denmark, at the time he is also .TOewadedjtoxhaifiet 
burnt the city; but Canute; his son juadr au j anep j o r , 
rebuilt it in 1013. 

• In the Conqueror's reign, Roger Big*d wad made 
constable of. the castle, and the succession ftfebreof 
continued m that family, with some exceptions, till 
the year 1300, when Roger Bigod resigned it, . with 
all his other offices and possessions, into the king!a 
hands, to redeem his life, then forfeited by the.com* 
mission of treasonable practices. These honors were 
afterwards, restored, but Ml to the king again in 1309* 
on Bigod's dying without issue, and three years, after 
were granted to Themas de Brotherton, who conse- 
quently became constable of Norwich castle* 

In. the 14tb year, of king Edward the third, it waa 
enacted by parliament, that "gaols which were wont 
to be in the ward of the sheriffs, and annexed to their 
bailiwicks, should be rejoined to the sheriffs of coun- 
ties." This was occasioned by the conduct of the 
earls of counties, who frequently preyented the she- 
riffs from imprisoning criminals in the royal castles, 
(of which the Said earls were commonly constables,) 
although such had long been, the usage j this of Nor- 
wich was a county gaol in 1203, if not before, and from 
the date of the act of parliament, has, sinoe^ continued 
so : it was still customary, however, for the king to 
appoint a .constable, for the defence of. the casileu 
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: -That there were three valli, or ditches, enclosing the 
hilt oh which this castle stands, is universally allowed ; 
the exteriottofce/fcas long been filled up, yet some few 
feints may even now be discovered : it extended as 
far on the west side as the market-place, on the op* 
posite side nearly to €6nisford-sti>eet, (now more 
generally called King-street,) and proportionally to 
the north and south; encircling an area of at least 
twenty-three acres. Of the middle vallum, vestiges 
still remain; there are plain indications of it at what 
is termed the Back of the Inns, and against London- 
lane : each ditch had a bridge, nearly in a line with the 
present one; the foundations belonging to die middle 
bridge may yet be found in a strait direction between 
the. remaining, one and Golden balklane, where the 
ancient Barbican was placed. The inner vallum still 
exists, and has abridge, containing an arch upwards of 
forty feet in diameter; this is of Saxon workmanship, 
and, perhaps, larger than any other of the kind in 
England. Besides the grand entrance, there was a 
postern gate on the north-east, communicating with 
the earl's palace, which extended from thence to 
Tombland. 

> The earth, thrown out of the inner ditch, was 
probably sufficient to raise the bill to its present 
elevation; nature having undoubtedly contributed 
much towards it. 

With respect to the date of the building, various 
opinions have been started : Blomefield imagines, that 
the castle built by Canute, was taken away to make 
room for the present one, and that this was erected 
by Roger Bigbd, and, repaired and beautified by 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



W HlfiT/>lUCAL ACCCUNf 

Thomas do Brotherton, in Edward tie seated** title; 
but the most probable and generally reeefred opinion 
is that of Mr. King, first published hr the fourth rot 
of the Archoeologia, and adopted by Mr. Wilkint; 
whose scientific Essay on this snbjeot hi well known, 
Ifr. King's words are as follows c 

'* There is indeed a tradition of its hairing been 
built in its present form, by Roger Bigot, about the 
time of William Rufus: and of its having been finally 
completed by Thomas de Brotherton even so late an 
the time of Edward II, but I cannot help suspecting 
ill this to be a mistake* for, though it may be into, with 
regard to the outworks, and the many great buildings 
enclosed within the limits and outward walls of the 
castle, which were formerly very extensive and mutter* 
bus that a great part of them were builtand completed 
by those two powerful lords; yet, as to the beep, or 
master tower (the only considerable part now remain* 
kig,) the style of its architecture is, in many respects, 
so different from that of the towers erected in the 
reigns of William Rufus, and Henry I. and II. and 
the ornaments are so different from those which wer* 
in use in the reign of Edward II. (when pointed* 
arches had been long introduced, and were esteemed 
the most elegant of any), that I cannot bnt think the 
building of much greater antiquity, and completely 
Saxon, though it is possible the stair-case might hav 6 
been repaired, or even rebuilt, by Thomas de Bro- 
tberton, whose arms are to be seen on a part of the 
wall. In short, as to the main body of the building, 
I take it to be the very tower which was erected 
about the time of king Canute, wiiQ, though himself 
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* Dane* yet undoubtedly made use of many Saxon 
architects, as the far greater number of his subjects 
were Saxons. And I am rather induced to form this 
conclusion, hocanse I. can find no authentic account 
whatever of the destruction of the castle built in 
Canute's time, either by war or by accident; or of its 
being taken down in order to erect the present struct 
♦are, 

Mr. WmYins'a essay is illustrated by engravings, 
ifom drawings of several specimens of Saxon and 
Norman architecture, collected from various build- 
ings v the whole is confirmatory of the above state* 
went, as to the age in which the keep was erected * 
apeaking of the Saxon manner, he says, " the buttress 
of this style varies extremely from the Gothic which 
succeeded it, they are broad and fiat on the surface, 
without ornament, unless a torus on Hie angles, which 
is sometimes to be met with, may be called such. 
The buttress, even in large buildings, seldom projects 
more limn seventeen or eighteen inches ; and those 
of Norwich castle, which are nearly six feet in width* 
do not project so much." This he contrasts with the 
Gothic style, one of the characteristics of which is, 
" the very prominent buttress, mostly terminating in 
garrets or spiiea, &c." 

" The only mouldings used, both by the Saxon 
and Norman architects, were the torus* the scotia or 
veverwd tarn*, the vasxtto or hoUvw moulding, and a 
Jtind a! skamfemd fasdm, which latter was generally 
. used for imposts or abacuses to their capitals. These 
Mouldings were combined, more or less, for the 
various purposes *f forming arches, imposts, comUps, 
bases, Src." 
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" The*external ornaments of Norwich castle are kt 
this style of architecture. Rom the basement , 
floor upwards, the whole building is faced with 
stone, and is subdivided into three stories, flanked 
with small projecting buttresses, enriched between 
with semicircular arches, supported by small columns 
in aUo relievo, and between some of the upper arefceb 
is faced with, what was called by the Romans, ret}* 
culatum or net-work; from the stones befog laid dia- 
gonally* the joints represented the meshes of a net; 
and* to give the work a richer appearance, each 
stone was subdivided (by two cross lines pretty 
deeply chased) into four equal parts, the upper point 
receding so as to receive a shadow from thfe work 
above, giving it the appearance of Mosaic. This 
kind of % work was used for ornament only ; for the 
workmen, knowingits want of solidity, never applied 
it where strength was required." 

Mr. Wilkins's essay is likewise accompanied bjr 
plans of the supposed outworks, and by elevations of 
the fronts of the keep s these last are interesting, 
from the circumstance of the staircase, which formed 
the principal entrance, having been since removed, 
in order to the erection of a large building, in the 
year 1793, which entirely hides the east front, and 
disfigures this elegant and venerable pile, by the 
addition of its ponderous and disproportionate form. 

At the same time, the interior of the castle under- 
went considerable alteration, the former apartments 
were entirely removed, and brick buildings introduced, 
as prisons for criminals, leaving an ope.n yard in the 
midst From this it happens, that the external walls 
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are now the only vestiges remaining of the original, 
(excepting the stone vaulting on the ground floor), 
which were formerly used as dungeons for the safe 
custody of prisoners. 

To those who may hereafter visit this building, 
whether on business or pleasure, we would particu- 
larly direct their attention to Bigod's Tower, situate 
at the eastern angle of the castle, which has been 
restored by a masterly hand to its pristine beauty. 
The artist who executed this exquisite piece of work- 
manship, although his name is not recorded, has left 
behind him a permanent record of his having pos- 
sessed talents of no common stamp. The eastern 
side of the castle has been restored to its original 
state, under the superintendence of Mr. Stone, the 
county surveyor. 

The extent of the keep from east to west, including 
Bigod's tower, is 110 feet, 3 inches; from north to 
south, 92 feet, 10 inches ; and its height, to the top 
of the merlons of the battlements, 69 feet, 6 inches : 
the circumference of the whole pile, ancient and 
modern, is about 290 yards, including the angles. 

Previous to the year 1774, the appearance of the 
castle-hill was not very pleasing, and the ditch formed 
a common receptacle for rubbish : as an amendment, 
the sides of the hill were then planted with trees and 
shrubs, and a bank was raised around its summit. 
But, although effected at a considerable expence to 
the county, these alterations received much damage 
from the idle and ill-disposed, and soon presented a 
5. 
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ruinous aspect : tbe remedy adopted was, to divide 
the ditch, and allot its parts, as gardens, to a number 
of private occupiers, and this has been attended with 
complete success. 

It is since the year 1606, however, that the greatest 
modern improvements have been made in this place : 
at that date, tbe ancient fee and inheritance of the 
castle were given up to the county of Norfolk, and 
the castle and its limits, by an Act of Parliament, 
vested in the high sheriff, and justices of the peace, 
for the time being, in trust, for the preservation of 
the same, and their application to tbe uses to which 
they had been customarily applied. On this occasion 
it was deemed proper to make such alterations, in 
the buildings and precinct, as might contribute both 
to their beauty and utility. The improvements made 
internally were, the enlarging the courts and avenues 
of the shire-ball, and supplying the castle with water, 
by pipes from the city water-works. The present 
appearance of the outworks is as follows : — the car- 
riage entrance, at the foot of the bridge, is closed by 
gates of cast iron, on either side of which a neat 
stone building is erected, forming a lodge. These 
improvements were completed in 1812, at an ex- 
pence of nearly nine thousand pounds. 

The pile of buildings, erected at an immense ex- 
pense in 1703, on the eastern aide of the castle, and 
called the County Gaol, has been levelled with the 
ground, to make room for the present improvements, 
comprising what is now termed the New Norfolk 
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Gaol. At the same time, the old shire-hall, which 
abutted on the north side of the castle, shared the 
same fate. In lieu of the latter building, a new 
shire-hall has been erected at the bottom of the hill, 
on the north-east side, a description of which will 
be given in its proper place. 

The alterations above alluded to, are on a large 
and improved plan, which, being united to a proper 
classification of the prisoners, and other judicious 
regulations, having a tendency to the moral improve- 
ment of the inmates, the most beneficial results may 
be expected to follow. 

The buildings comprising the New Norfolk Gaol, 
consist of the governor's house, (which includes the 
chapel and committee-room, and also the family 
apartments and offices) ; the infirmary, and crown- 
evidence room. — Three radiating wings, containing 
a double row of cells on the ground floor, with a 
day-room next the governor's house ; also a double 
row of cells on the upper floor. The number of 
cells in each wing is forty, that is, twenty on each 
floor. The diagonals, crossing the radiating wings 
at right angles, contain only a single row of cells, 
having an arcade in front for the use of the prison- 
ers, when the state of the weather will not permit 
their walking in the yard. There are also three 
other diagonal wings, having a day-room in front; 
these wings are of larger dimensions, having a dou- 
ble row of cells on the upper floor. 

The mill-house is situated on the right-band side 
6. 
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of the entrance ; connected with this is a machine 
for raising water, worked by the prisoners, for the 
use of the establishment. 

The situation of the governor's house is admirably 
contrived ; being placed in the centre of the build- 
ings, it commands a distinct and instant view of the 
radiating and diagonal wings, day-rooms, and yards. 
There are six connecting bridges to the upper and 
lower floors of each wing ; and also a bridge or gal- 
lery connecting the old castle with the chapel, for 
the use of the female prisoners — the whole forming, 
as to arrangement and workmanship, a production, 
combining superlative merit with evident utility, 
richly deserving the attention of the occasional visi- 
tor, and the close inspection of the lovers of archi- 
tectural improvements. So much skill and industry 
are here combined, that there appears but little room 
left for any future improvement; but this point we 
leave to the decision of practical in preference to 
theoretical knowledge. 

The whole of the new buildings are inclosed by a 
high wall, cased with Scotch granite, and terminated 
with free-stone battlements. The upper boundary 
of the hill, 360 yards in circumference, is inclosed 
by cast-iron palisades, with a neat basement of stone; 
these are continued upon the parapet of the bridge, 
and terminate at the porter's lodge, at tbe entrance 
to the castle-hill. The boundary at the bottom of 
the hill is 570 yards, and is also encircled by cast- 
iron palisades of a larger size, elevated on a stone 
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basement about two feet high. The whole is lighted 
by lamps placed about thirty yards from each other, 
excepting the front of the porter's lodge, which has 
recently been fitted up with two large gas lamps, 
similar to those in front of the new shire-hall. 

The summit of the hill, since the alterations, has 
become a favorite promenade, which, from the beauty 
of the views, and its central situation in a populous 
city, is probably not equalled by any other in the 
kingdom ; from it the numerous churches, and other 
public buildings of Norwich, are distinctly seen, as 
well as Mousehold heath, and parts of the more dis- 
tant villages of Costessey, Catton, Thorpe, Bixley, 
and Whitlingham. 



THE NEW SHIRE-HALL. 

The old shire-hall adjoining the north side of the 
castle, having been taken down to make room for the 
erection of the new county gaol, a plan was marked 
out for the erection of the present building, in the 
inner vallum of the castle, on the north-east side. It 
is executed in the Gothic style, which gives it an 
ancient appearance; it is a strong brick building, 
cased with cement, in imitation of stone : its em- 
battled turrets give it a rich and pleasing effect. 

The first stone of this building was laid on Monday 
September the 9th, 1822, by Jerh. Ives, Esq., as- 
sisted by the Provincial Grand. Lodge of Masons in 
7. 
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Norfolk. The county sessions were held here for 
the first time in October, 1823. In describing its 
interior, we shall commence with the ground floor. 
The principal entrance is in the centre of the build- 
ing; on the right hand of which is the jury-room 
belonging to the nisi prim court ; adjoining this, is 
the witnesses' room, belonging to the same court. 
On the left-hand side of the entrance, is the jury- 
room belonging to the crown court, with the wit- 
nesses' room adjoining. At the extremity of the 
principal entrance, is a hall or passage leading to 
the aforesaid rooms, from which you enter the two 
courts ; opposite this entrance, is a staircase leading 
to the rooms above ; behind the staircase is the 
judges' room. Attached to the crown court, is a 
small room, called the Prisoners 9 Lobby, communica- 
ting with the cells of the castle, from whence the 
prisoners are brought by a descending shaft, through 
a subterraneous passage, to the lobby, there to wait 
till summoned to the bar to take their trial; after 
which, they are conveyed back through the same 
passage to their respective cells. The entrance at 
the south end of the building leads to the crown 
court ; that at the north end leads to the nisi prius 
court — each entrance having a flight of steps leading 
to the spectators' gallery. 

The upper floor contains a lobby, ante-room, grand 
jury chamber, a room for the use of the clerk of the 
peace, a record room, and a spectators' gallery to 
each court. The courts are fitted up in a superior 
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style, embracing every convenience necessary in a 
court of justice. 

The interior of the building is lighted with gas, 
and there are also four gas lamps in front. 



THE NEW WEIGH-HOUSE AND BRIDGE. 

Considerable improvements have recently been 
made on the southern side of the castle-hill. The 
former weigh-house, including the old guard-house, 
and other buildings, have been taken down, and a 
new weigh-house and bridge erected, thereby not 
only enlarging, but to a very great extent, improving 
the site of the cattle-market. 



ST. ANDREW'S HALL * 

Stands on the ground originally part of the site of the 
priory of Friars de sacco, or Brethren of the sac, 
and was itself the conventual church of the Domini- 
cans, or Black Friars, who, about theyear 1308, 



* This hall has been used, at different times, as an exchange for mer- 
chants and tradesmen to meet in, and the city assises were formerly held in 
it, but both practices have long ceased ; the weekly corn market, formerly 
kept h«re, is now transferred to the New Corn Exchange, situate at the end 
of the new street, running from the Market-place. This street forms one of 
the greatest improvements in this city that has ever been executed. 

The Snap-dragon, used in the guild-day procession, is kept in this hall; it 
is made principally of wicker-work, covered with canvas, and painted 
green, and gilt. 
8. 
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succeeded to their possessions : these latter pious 
fathers so much increased their site, as to greatly 
offend the citizens, by the number of houses demo- 
lished for that purpose ; for, in the year 1331 , we 
find the legality of their title to some of them con- 
tested, at the instance of the city, but all were 
confirmed about twenty years after, by the king's 
pardon, and others added to them. 

The friars appeared to have continued in peaceable 
possession from this time, till the dissolution, when 
they experienced the common fate of such establish- 
ments : the opportunity was not overlooked by the 
citizens, who petitioned Henry the eighth, for a 
grant of the convent, and its appendages ; in this they 
succeeded, chiefly through the interest of Thomas 
duke of Norfolk, who on many occasions proved 
himself their firm friend, and Edward the sixth, 
in the third year of his reign, relinquished the ho- 
mage and rent, at first reserved by the crown. 

After the object of this petition was obtained, the 
church, as had been stipulated in it, was converted 
into " a fair and large Hall/' for the mayor and his 
brethren, with all the citizens, to repair unto at 
common assemblies ; the choir was made a chapel, 
for the citizens' priest to perform daily service in ; 
and other parts of the building were appropriated to 
particular uses. 

The church, now the common-hall, was begun 
building in 1415, by the famous Sir Thomas Erping- 
ham, and, after his death, which happened in 1428, 
was finished by his son, Sir Robert Erpingham, a 
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frtar of the foundation: it is a beautiful uniform struc- 
ture, consisting of a nave of 124 feet long, and 36 
broad, *withinside; and two side ailes, each of the same 
length, and half as broad as the nave is; its loftly roof 
is supported by twelve slender pillars. The win- 
dows are spacious, and originally contained some very 
fine painted glass, but this has all disappeared. 

Over the great western window is suspended the 
ensign of the French ship GenereuX, of 74 guns, and 
underneath is a tablet on whiph the arms of Captain 
Sir Edward Berry, Knt. and the following inscription 
appear, 

"The Ensign of the French ship Genereux, taken 
in the Mediterranean, Feb* 18th, 1800, by his Ma- 
jesty's ship Foudroyant, and Squadron, commanded 
by Rear Admiral Lord Nelson. 

"The Genereux, with the Guillaume Tell (since 
taken by thi Foudroyant, Lion, and Penelope,) were 
the only ships whieh escaped the memorable Victory 
obtained by the noble Admiral over the French at 
the Niky August 1st, 1798. In testimony of his 
gratitude for the honours conferred on him by the 
eity of Norwich, this trophy is presented in the 
second mayoralty of Robert Harvey, Esq. by Sir 
Edward Berry, Knt. Captain of his Majesty's ship 
Foudroyant, 1800." . . 

At the opposite end is a clock, above it a figure 
of justice, and underneath the royal arms of England, 
hi carved Work. The pictures of Queen Anno, 
George Prince of Denmark, Robert Earl oi Orford, 
and other noblemen and gentlemen, are placed at dif- 
ferent elevations, and below are two paintings from 
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English history, by Mr* W. Martin * the subject of 
one is the tale of Edward and Eleanora, and that of 
the other, the preparation of Lady Jane Grey fro 
execution : it is worth remarking, that two very fine 
engravings have been taken from these, by the cele- 
brated Bartolozzi. 

The portrait of Admiral Lord Nelson, by Sir 
William Beechey, is likewise at this end of the hall, 
and is esteemed the best likeness ever painted of that 
illustrious character : it is superbly framed and orna- 
mented, and has an inscription, which we have here 
copied : • 

- " Horatio^ Viscount Nelson, Baron Nelson 
of the Nilei and of Burnham Thorpe, and of Hil- 
borough, in the county' of Norfolk, Knight of the 
most honourable Order of the Bath, and Vice- Ad- 
miral of the Blue Squadron of his Majesty's Fleet, 
Duke of Bronte, in Sicily, Knight of the Grand 
Cross of the Order of Saint Ferdinand, and of Merit, 
and of the Imperial Order of the Crecent ; in remem- 
brance of the Signal Services to his King and Country, 
and of the Splendid Victories obtained under his 
Command, by the union of the most undaunted valour 
with the* most consummate skill, in which the supe- 
riority of the British Navy was decidedly manifested, 
this Portrait was presented by the Corporation of this 
City-— those Services and Victorian it is unnecessary 
iere to specify ; they are too numerous to be detailed, 
and too memorable to be forgotten ; they will be im- 
mortalized in the page of History, and live in the 
grateful hearts of British Posterity.** 
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To the spirited and active exertions of J. S. Pat- 
teson, Esq. when mayor, we are indebted for the 
organ now placed in this hall. This gentleman, 
seconded by the corporation at their first assembly , 
voted the sum of one hundred pounds towards its 
purchase ; and the organ was subsequently purchased 
by the corporation from the city funds. It was 
erected by Mr. Gray, and opened by him, assisted 
by several professors of Norwich, on Saturday, Sep- 
tember the 11th, 1824. 

The north and south walls contain a great many 
portraits, which have their separate inscriptions. 

As a minute account of all these paintings would 
swell our book beyond its limits, we must content 
ourselves with a brief enumeration of them, the names 
of the several artists, and the persons by whom they 
were presented : we shall prefix the date in which 
each individual, whose portrait is placed in the side 
ailes, served the office of chief magistrate, but shall 
for the convenience of reference, follow the order of 
their present arrangement on the walls, although 
this method is not agreeable to the natural succession 
of the respective years. 
At the East or upper end of the Hall, the Portraits of 

ARTIST! FS1IBMTAD BY 

Queen Anne, > C St. George's 

Prince George, ) \ Company, 1T05 

Rt.Hon.Robt.Earl of Orfbrd fl^Jg^^SS 

John Lord Hobart, Heina Himself 174S 

Hon. Horatio Walpole, M. P. Heins Himself, 1741 

Th,m« Vere, E«,. Bl *. He* { A £*£ ot ««J 

o-*tujttu_ j > C Manufacturers and 

Sir Hfbord HarbonU G ain*6ro' \ other principal In- 

Bart.M.P. J ^ habitants. 

Hon. Henry Hobart, M. P. Qpie 

Rt. Hon.WUIiamWindham, M. P. Hoppner 

Charles Harvey, Esq. Recorder Lawrence Corporation, 1804 

Admiral Lord NELSON Beechey Corporation, 1801 

And the two Historical Paintings — 

KdLtff ^ } *«*> "• Art *> ™ 
9. 
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In the North Aik, beginning at the east end, 



Wm. Smith, Esq. M. P. Thompson 

1738 Robert Harvey, Esq. Smith 

1739 William Clarke, Esq. Heins \ 

1743 William Wiggett, Esq. Heins 

1745 Simeon Waller, Esq. Heins 

1747 William Crowe, Esq. Bardwell 

1748 Thomas Harvey, Esq. Heins 
1762 Thomas Huraard, Esq. Heins 

1753 John Press, Esq. BardweU 

1754 John Gay, Esq. Bardwell 

1755 Peter Colombine, Esq. Stoppelaer 

1756 Jeremiah Ives, Esq. Stoppelaer 

1757 John Goodman, Esq. Bardwell 

1758 Robert Rogers, Esq. Bardwell 

1759 Nockoid Thompson Heins 

1761 SirThos.Churchman,Knt. Bardwell 

1762 Jeremy Harcourt, Esq. Bardwell 

1763 Benjamin Hancock, Esq. Adolphe 



FBIMMT1D BY 

His Friends 

Citizens, 1758 

A Society of Gen- 
tlemen, 1740 
Citizens, 1743 
SocofGent. 1746 
Artillery Comp. 1746 
Soc. of Gent. 1749 

Citizens 

SocofGent. 1759 
Several Gent. 1765 
SocofGent 1755 
The Gregorians, 1756 

Citizens 

A Soc. of Gent. — 

Com. Council, 1756 

The Manufacturers 

Soc. of Gent. 

Citizens. 



In the South -life, beginning at the west end, 



1764 John Dersley, Esq. BardweU 

1765 James Poole, Esq. BardweU 
1767 Thomas Starling, Esq. Williams 
8. Harmer,Oent. Speaker Opie 
EiisJaal)eHague,Gent<S>jK«Jrer Adolphe 
1784 Robert Partridge, Esq. Beechey 

1792 John Harvey, Esq. Opie 

1799 John Herring, Esq. Opie 

1721, 1749, Ben. Nuthall, Esq. Heins 

1731 Robert Marsh, Esq. Heins 

1732 Francis Arnam, Esq. Heins 

1736 Tim. Balderstone, Esq. Heins 

1737 John Spurrell, Esq. Smith 

1769 Jeremiah Ives, Esq. Cotton 
1788 John Patteson, Esq. Beechey \ 

1728 Thomas Harwood, Esq. Heins 

1809 Thomas Back, Esq. Clover 

18(13 Barnabas Leman, Esq. Clover 

Elisha De Hague, Esq. Beechey . 

1816 William Hankes, Esq, Clint 

1817 Crisp Brown, Esq. Clover 

1822 Robert Hawkes, Esq. Hay don 

1823 John S. Patteson, Jun. Beechey 

1824 Henry Francis, Esq. Lane 
William Simpson, Esq. Phillips 



Citizens. 

His Friends. 

A Soc of Gent. 

Com. Council, 1798 
Com. Council, 1764 
Citizens. 

{Norwich Light 
Horse Volun. 

Citizens. 

A Soc of Gent.1738 
Grocers' Comp. 1732 
Grocers' Comp. 1732 
Artillery Comp. 1736 
Corporation, 1751 
f Yarn-makers of 

) Norwich. 

Officers of Norwich 
Bat. Volun. Infantry. 

{Trustees of Cha- 
rity Schools. 1737 
His Friends. 1810 

Citizens. 

Citizens. 

Citizens. 1816 

Citizens. — '— 

His Friends. 

His Friends. 

His Friends. 

Citizens. 1826 
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The ancient church of the friars was still the choir* 
after the elegant erection of the Erpinghams, and, 
when the whole came into the hands of the city, was 
made a chapel for the corporation, it is now com- 
monly called the 

DUTCH CHURCH, 

Having heen leased to that congregation in 1716 : it 
is a plain building, containing nothing worthy of notice ; 
the poor from the workhouse attend divine servioe in 
it on Sundays. . 

Between the nave and choir was a steeple, which 
fell down Nov. 6, 1712, this appears to have been of 
an hexagonal form at the top, and its place is now 
supplied by a turret, of an equal number of sides, 
covered with a dome. 

The south porch, which forms the principal entrance 
to the hall, was built, under the direction of a Mr. 
Rawlins, in 1774 ; the chamber in it was intended 
for the city library, but this has since been removed 
to the public library room. 

# The garden, on the south side, formerly extended 
as far as the western boundary, and was called the 
green yard ; in it were preached sermons, on those 
Sundays and holidays when there were none at the 
cathedral cross, and those persons who died of the 
plague in St. Andrew's parish were buried here : it 
served also as ar place of exercise for the artillery 
company, during the grand rebellion. 

Soon after the hall came into the eity's possession, 
the mayor's feast was appointed to be held in it, and 
this practice has ever since continued : the different 
companies also made use of it for the same purpose : 
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of those fraternities nothing now remains, they i*ere f 
with the exception of the St. George's company, as- 
sociations of the separate trades, which are no longer 
Of any interest, hut that of St. George merits more 
attention, and, being in some measure connected with 
our present subject, its general history may with pro- 
priety be here introduced* * 

ST. GEORGE'S COMPANY. 

Amongst the superstitious customs of our ancestors, 
none were, perhaps, calculated to produce a greater 
effect on the ignorant mind, than those splendid pro- 
cessions, which, instituted by devotees of rank and 
consideration, were performed in honor of some 
patron Saint, with all the pomp and glitter of worldly 
riches. Of this class, was that of the St. George's 
company, who were a society of brethren and sisters, 
associated in honor of that martyr, anno 1385, and 
supplying a fund for necessary purposes, by voluntary 
subscription. 

A charter was granted them by Henry the fifth in 
1416, it incorporated them as, " The alderman, 
Masters t Brethren and Sitters of the Fraternity and 
Gild of St. George in Norwich, and, by it, they 
were impowered, to chuse one alderman and two 
masters yearly', to make all reasonable orders and 
constitutions for their own government, &c. &o. 

This charter, ordaining that the mayor and sheriffs 
of the city, in conjunction with the alderman of the 
guild, should exercise correctional power, for the 
expelling disorderly members &c, occasioned the 
guild to be recognised as part of the corporation; and, 
by subsequent regulations, it was more closely con- 
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peeled to that body. From this period the company 
increased, both in Bumber and prosperity, for it was, 
eeeasioaaatty, able to furnish the city with money, 
and reckoned amongst its members, which at one time 
exceeded 260, some of the most considerable names 
in the county. • 

* Their annual procession took place on the 23rd of 
April, which day was set apart, in the Romish calen- 
dar, for celebrating the festival of their advocate;* 
this ceremony was of oourse performed with all pos- 
sible grandeur, the dragon was conspicuous in it, and 
one of the members represented St George, whose 
apparel, by some items contained in an inventory 
made in 1468, appears to have been very superb; it 
seems also that the lady of the guild, St. Margaret, 
had her representative on this occasion. 
- At the suppression of the different religious fra- 
ternities, in Edward the sixth's reign, this society 
•was preserved, through its close connection with the 
corporation of the city; reforming only such ceremo- 
nies as were then thought too superstitious: we may no- 
tice also that they were from that time, styled company, 
instead of fraternity, and in 1558 it was ordered, 
" that ther shall* be neyther George nor Margbtt, 
but for pastime the Dragon to come in and shew 
himself as in other yeres." 

In the year 1732, this company was disused, agree- 
ing to deliver up their charter, books, and records, 
into the hands of the corporation, on condition of 
having their debts paid by the city ; this being ac- 



• Or Patron Saint. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HlfrTQ&rCAL ACCOUNT 



eepted, on the part of the corporation, the'dobta, 
amounting tp £386. 16*. W. were transferred to them, 
and the paper*, Ac. of 8t George's company were 
deposited, with the city records, in the guild-hall. 



THE GUILD-DAY. 

By an Order of the court, made in 1591, the mayor 
«lect is to enter upon his otfioe on the Tuesday before 
Midsummer-day, unless Midsummer-day should fall 
4m • Wednesday, in which case the guild, as this 
festival is now called, takes place on the Tuesday 
week preceding it. 

When the society, whose history was given jn the 

last article, was dissolved, it was thought necessary 

.to arrange a new procession, in place of the one they 

were accustomed to perform* and this was appointed 

to be on the day of swearing in the mayor: the cere* 

monies now used, (a description of. which follows,) 

are very little different from those then agreed upon* 

. At nine in the morning, the aldermen and the of* 

floors of the corporation, wait on the mayor elect % at 

hi* house, and attend him from thence to the mayor's: 

.Sjt eleven o'clock they go to the Guild-hall, where 

the common-council are in attendance, and the, whole 

proceed to the cathedral church, in the following 

order: 

The Dragon, 

attended by frtir whifflers, with swords, 

Two Beadles, « 

Music, 

City Standard, blue and silver, 

Common-Council* 

City-Coroner, Speaker, 

Two City Marshals, 

Musicians, 

Standard of Justice, crimson and gold, 

Two Maoe Bearers. 

Under Chamberlain's Mace, 
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Town Clerk and Chamberlain, 

The Sword, 

MAYOR, 

Mayor elect, 

Recorder and Steward, 

Aldermen above the Chair, 

Sheriffs, 
Aldermen below the Chair, 
Sheriffs' Officers. 

On arrival at the Erpingham gate, the procession, 
alighting from their carriages, proceed on foot to the 
choir, and are met by the dean and chapter, who 
advance as far as the cathedral door, whilst the or* 
gan plays a voluntary : the pavement of the church 
fe strewed with rushep on this occasion, agreeably to 
a custom of immemorial establishment. Being duly 
seated, the service of the day begins, and is con- 
cluded by a guild sermon, preached by the chaplain 
to the mayor elect. They return in the same order, 
stopping for a time, opposite the free school, where 
a latin oration is delivered by the senior scholar of 
that establishment. Proceeding again to the Guild-- 
hall, a court of mayoralty commences, at which 
the appointed oaths are taken by the mayor elect, 
and he is invested with the gold chain, and other 
emblems of civic authority. The steward then ad* 
dressesboth the old and new mayors inappropriate 
speeches, and the latter begins the execution of his 
office, by commanding the town-clerk to read his 
charge to the citizens. This being accomplished, the 
procession again forms, and passes on to St Andrew's 
hall, where a sumptuous banquet is generally pro- 
vided, to which many of the most distinguished 
families of the city and neighbourhood are invited, 
the hall can conveniently dine 500, but, on these oc- 
casions, the company frequently amounts to 7 or 800 t 
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and we believe it to be the only corporation feast, 
excepting that of London, which is graced by the at- 
tendance of the fair sex, a circumstance highly credi- 
table to the gallantry, and good taste, of the citizens of 
Norwich. 



THE GUILD-HALL 

» Is situated at the north end of the market-place^ 
< where the ancient toll-booth stood: this was, at first, 
-« mean building, with a covering of thatch, to which, 
in Edward the third's reign, a single room of much 
the same description was added, and the whole then 
first received the title of the Gnild-hall. When the 
charter, granted by Henry the fourth, new modelled 
Jthe government of the city, establishing a mayor, &c. 
instead of bailiffs, it was thought necessary to build a 
new Guild-hall; the old one being only capable of 
"containing a seat for the accommodation of the mayor, 
and six others. This object seems to have been pror 
secured with great vigour, in 1407, for a tax was then 
imposed on the citizens, towards supplying .money, 
and workmen were furnished by means of an impress 
warrant, and with such effect, that the arches, under 
the. building, intended as prisons, were completed at the 
close of the same year. In two years more the roof 
was raised, and many gifts and legacies being be- 
stowed, for the purpose of promoting the work, it 
was perfected in 1413; the prisons having been made 
use of in the preceding year. 

A tower called the treasury, was built in 1435* 
this fell down in 1511, and was never restored; but 
the roof of the council-chamber, which had fallen at 
the same time, was re-built, and other repairs done 
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tb the chamber in 1554: the windows, in this, were 
chiefly glazed by different benefactors, and contained 
much beautiful stained glass, the designs being for 
the most part, on scriptural, and municipal subjects; 
with others commemorative of the contributors. All 
these windows are now naked, excepting three at 
the east end of the chamber, and even there it is 
much to be regretted, that the glass has often been 
Woken, and repaired with other pieces containing 
foreign matter; the confusion thus introduced, ren- 
dering it difficult, and in some instances impossible* 
to trace the intentions of the original artist: as how- 
ever, a considerable deal of the old glass yet remains, 
the exertions of its legal protectors may be justly ex- 
pected to operate, as much as possible, against any 
farther injury of these beautiful specimens of the 
taste and liberality of our forefathers. 

Many paintings are contained in this chamber : on 
each side the entrance are two fine full-lengths, on 
the left that of Sir Benj. Wrench, and on the right 
that of Thomas Emerson, Esq. both painted by 
•Hems. Besides these, there are several fine old por- 
traits, amongst the rest, archbishop Parker, chief-jus- 
tice Coke, Alan Piercy,prie*f 1549, Serjeant Windham 
recorder, Sir Peter Rede, knt. and many others, 
who were either members of the corporation, or be- 
nefactors to the city. Here is also the sword of the 
Spanish admiral, Don Xavier Winthuysen, taken 
at the battle off Cape St. Vincent in 1797, by rear- 
admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, and by him presented 
to the city: it is enclosed in a glass case, with appro- 
priate embellishments, and accompanied with the 
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original letter, in the hand writing of the Korfblfc 
hero* 

The principal court is on the ground floor toward* 
the west, it is neat* but not very remarkable. 

The grand jury chamber is on the east side of the* 
porch, and immediately over the engine-house; its 
flat roof commands a view of the market, is sur* 
rounded by an iroii railing, and presents, facing the 
east, a figure of justice, which is occasionally de* 
corated with a new coat of gold* 
, The common-^eouncil chamber lies to the west* 
this was much enlarged and improved in the year 1806% 

There was a chapel on the south side, dedicated to 
St. Barbara, the peculiar saint of prisoners, but 
falling into decay it was , pulled doton, and the pre* 
sent porch and sheriff's office erected on its site. In 
other rooms are offices for the town clerk, chamber- 1 
lain, and sword-bearer* 

After the description here given, of the different 
apartments, of which this ball consists, it may be 
needless to observe, that the assizes and quarter ses-» 
sions for the city are held In it It is also used for 
determining the elections of the mayor, aldermen, 
sheriffs, and common-council men; andin those for re- 
presentatives in parliament, the sheriffs who are the 
returning officers, sit with their legal advisers in this 
hall, to decide all controversies which may arise J 
whilst the polling is carried on in temporary booths, 
erected for that purpose, in the market-place. 

The city regalia are, 
. A gold chain .worn by the mayor, presented by 
Mr. Matthew Goss, in 1757. 
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Another use*! by the deputy mayor, this, was pur- 
chased with £100. left for tUat, purpose by Mr. 
Thomas Hall, in 1715. 

, A. sword o£ state, presented }>y St. Gcor^V^com* 
pany, in 1706. . The blade is of pojkhed steel, the 
guard and pommel of silver gilt, and the scabbard of 
crimson, velvet 

, A curious mgce, .given by Queen EH^afeeth, of 
silver, gilt, and enriched with a beautiful crystal; 
Two maces of silver gilt* the one, (weighing .167 
ounces) was. presented by Henry duke of Norfolk, in 
167a, and; the other by Sir Itobeit.Walpele, in 1784. 

Four beadles' staves with silver heads, &c. &c. 



THE NE# CITY GAOL. 

The old city gaol, situate opposite the Guild-hall; 
and .formerly the Lamb Mn t ,not being deemed, suffi- 
eiently secure- for the purpose to which it had been 
appropriated, was presented, . more than . once, as 
"wmfit far x* wmknoikffaol " by the grand jury. At 
length, a meeting of the magistrates took place, and 
the subject was taken into consideration; the result 
Of this deliberation was, : that a new*' gaol was in- 
dispensably necessary, and the erection of the present 
building was agreed . on. The . site chosen for ; this 
purpose, isi situate near St.. Giles's gates,: on apoint of 
lahd, having the Dereham road on its northern side, 
and the road,- commonly called Unthank's road, for 
its southern boundary. - . . 

. The ^rst stone df this stricture was laid in 1824, by 
Robert Hawkes, Esq* major, on which occasion, the 
corporation, and an immense concourse of spectators, 
were assembled. The present buildings comprise the 
governor's house and offices, four radiating wings,, the 
10. 
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infirmary, mill-house, turnkeys' lodge, fonr receiving 
cells, stable, and van-house. The governor's house 
is of an octangular form, and situate in the central 
part of the buildings ; it contains a committee-room, 
governor's office, a chapel, and the governor's private 
apartments. 

The four radiating wings are two stories high, 
containing twenty-six cells each, and two day-rooms ; 
the latter of which are placed next the governor's, 
house. At the extreme end of each wing is a tower, 
each tower having four solitary cells in the upper 
floor : the southern and eastern are appropriated to 
felons ; half the northern and western for debtors ; 
the other half for those confined for minor offences.* 
There are six sunk yards belonging to the felons' 
wings, each having a day-room at the extreme end 
for the accommodation of the prisoners. There are 
fonr iron bridges, connecting the four wings with the 
governor's house, over which the prisoners pass from 
their respective cells to and from chapel ; they serve 
also as a ready means of access to the several cells, 
for the governor, turnkeys, &c. 

The chapel is fitted up in the most convenient 
manner, and forms the segment of a circle, having 
the pulpit in the centre ; under which is the gover- 
nor's seat, from whence he commands a full view of 
the prisoners during the time of divine service. The 
lower floor of the chapel is provided with pews for 
the use of the felons, and the upper floor is for 
the debtors, with iron gratings in front, to prevent 
any communications between the prisoners during 
their attendance at chapel. 

• Those committed for trifling offences, are now sent to this gaol, in lien 
of the Bridewell, formerly situate in St. Andrew's. 
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The entrance to the gaol is of a mixed order, and has 
rather a heavy, yet appropriate appearance. There 
is a niche on each side the door-way, containing the 
Roman Fasces, Sec. ; over the niches are appended 
to the wall the " insignia of the order," thus exposed 
as a terror to evil doers. The front yard, or area, is 
surrounded by a lofty cast-iron palisading, and se- 
cured by a pair of large gates of the same material. 
The whole of the buildings are enclosed by a boun- 
dary wall, twenty-two feet in height, with a coping 
of Bromley-fall stone, and caps of the same to each 
pier. 

In concluding this article, we would point out, as 
far as our limits will admit, the superiority of the 
present building, when contrasted with those places 
of confinement conducted on the old system; one 
great evil in which was, the indiscriminate association 
of inexperienced youth with the hoary-headed of- 
fender — the natural consequence being that juvenile 
offenders returned to their families, and to society, 
contaminated with vices to which they were formerly 
strangers. In the present management, we observe 
a wide difference ; here the measure of punishment 
is regulated by the magnitude of the offence. Hard 
labour and spare diet are good moral correctors — 
seclusion from vicious associates is here rigidly en- 
forced, and a system of religious instruction and 
moral restraint is strictly observed. 

From such improvements, the most happy results 
may be confidently expected. The security and 
welfare of society being the grand objects, we sin- 
cerely hope these labours will be ultimately crowned 
with success. 

THB OLD BRIDEWELL 

was built by William Appleyard, the first mayor of 
Norwich, who resided here during his mayoralty, 
li. 
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anno 1408; after his death, it had many possessors, 
till purchased by the city, in 1585, and converted to 
its late use. The bridewell sustained much damage 
by fire in 1751, and again, two years after, but the 
celebrated flint wall met with very little injury. 

This building is no longer a house of correction ; 
its inmates were transferred to the new city gaol, 
and the premises were disposed of, which are now 
converted into dwelling houses, shops, &c. This 
building has excited the notice of the carious, and 
indeed, it must be confessed, is eminently calculated 
so to do, by the singularity of its workmanship. 
The front next St. Andrew's church, is in length 79 
feet, and in height 27, entirely faced with black flints, 
so admirably squared and so regularly put together 
as scarcely to admit the edge of a knife between the 
joints : Blomefield esteemed it to be the most curious 
of the kind in England, there are, however, some 
others in this city, which are executed in an equally 
beautiful manner ; * and if the curious in these works 
of art, will trouble himself to compare the structure 
and workmanship of the above with a wall recently 
erected at the Horticultural establishment of Mr. 
N. Roe, at Bracondale, it will be found to equal it, 
in the excellence of its execution 

THE WORKHOUSE. 

The Court of Guardians has been already mentioned 
in the account of the civil government of the city; the 
present article alludes to those edifices, which have 
been prepared for the accommodation and employ- 

* Vide St. Michael's Coslany Church, St. Ethelbert's and the Erpingham 
gates. Mr. Wilkins, in a note to his Essay on Norwich Castle, says, *« The 
art of squaring the flints in this carious manner is now almost totally neg- 
lected, though I am convinced it might very soon be brought to perfection 
again, from the facility I observed the workmen acquire by a little practice 
in repairing, under my superintendence, in Bishop Bagot's time, a tower 
belonging to the palace/' 
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jaentof the poor, under the miction of that corpo- 
ration At the beginning of their authority, three 
buildings were used for this purpose; one in there- 
jnains of the Duke's-jpakce, since disuse^; another 
out of St Augustine's-gate, called the Infirmary; 
and a thirds in St Andrew's parish, the one now 
intended to be described. 

This was formed out of a part of the convent of the 
Black Friars, and, as both it, and that at the Duke's- 
palace, were in bad repair, inconvenient in their con- 
struction, and generally unfit for the use io which 
they were appropriated, it was proposed in 1802, to 
build a new workhouse, without the city walls: an 
act was obtained for this purpose., and the land ac- 
tually purchased, in an airy situation near Chapel- 
field; but, after many consultations, and the receipt 
of many plans and estimates, by the court, they 
finally rejected the idea, and resolved on a thorough 
repair of, and additions to, the house in St Andrew's 
parish. This was immediately carried into execution, 
and the range of hew buildings erected extend as far 
as the river's side, and, with the old apartments, are 
capable of containing about 800 persons. They are 
commodious, and well adapted to their design, but 
as the interior of such edifices is seldom interesting, 
in an architectural point of view, we shall conclude 
by observing, that the comfort of its inmates seems 
to be attended to, and the preservation of order and 
discipline equally regarded. 

THE INFIRMARY, 

Without St Augustine's gate is, as has been stated, 
one of the buildings used by the Court of Guardians, 
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for die reception of the poor; and, as its name fan* 
plies, 'is occupied only by infirm persons, none being 
admitted till they are of the age of sixty, or upwards. 
It was originally a lasar^house, and is supposed to 
have been founded by some bishop of Norwich, bo* 
cause it belonged to the See, and, at the dissolution, 
was continued under the same jurisdiction. 



THE HORSE-BARRACKS 

Are situated in Pockthorpe, on the spot where 
formerly stood the manor-house of that hamlet. 
This was nearly a ruin in 1791, when the dean 
and chapter, as lords, leased the site to govern- 
ment for a long term; the old building was removed, 
and, in the course of three years, the present noble 
structure completed: which is certainly the most 
considerable pile of modern architecture in Norwich* 

It consists of a central building facing the south, 
with wings on the east and west, stables, &c. all 
built of red brick, in a very substantial and beautiful 
manner: in fron£ are the arms of the king of England, 
carved in white stone. The boundary wall enclpses 
an area of at least ten acres, and has gates on the 
east, west, and south sides. 

There are no permanent barracks for infantry in, 
Norwich. 



THE THEATRE 

Occupies part of the site of the ancient college of 
(the Chapel in the Fields. It was Urst built in the 
year, 1757 by Mr. Ivory, in imitation pf the old Drury-r 
lane Theatre: in 1800 it was much enlarged and 
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improved, and re-opened January 1st, 1801. The 
foregoing alterations and improvements were execu- 
ted after the designs of the late W. WiUtins, Esq. 
The interior was completely re-fitted and a colonnade 
erected at the east end. 

To accommodate an increasing audience, the demo- 
lition of this, and the erection of a new theatre was 
contemplated ; accordingly, a place was chosen ad- 
joining the old one, and a building erected, which 
was thrown open for inspection on Saturday, March 
25th, 1826. 

The interior of the present theatre is of a chaste 
character, its decorations handsome, and reflects 
infinite credit on the artist who executed them. The 
dress boxes are in the lower tier; they are well 
elevated from the pit, and commodious in their di- 
mensions and arrangements.£<Both tiers of boxes are 
lined with crimson stuff, which gives warmth and 
comfort to their appearance. The seats in the pit 
are covered with a material of the same colour, and 
to every other form is given a back, showing that, the 
comfort and convenience of the audience have evi- 
dently been particularly attended to. 

The theatre opened on Monday, March 27th, 1826, 
with an address, written for the occasion by a young 
lady of the county of Suffolk ; the play selected for 
the occasion was " The School for Scandal," and the 
entertainment "Youth, Love, and Folly." Con- 
siderable trouble and inconvenience arose in oonse* 
quence of the new arrangement in the plan of 
admission, it being by tickets only. However the 
vox populi, even in this trifling affair, was respected, 
and the usual mode of admittance by money was 
adopted. The patent was granted in the year 1768, 
and since that time it has been styled a Theatre 
Royal. 

12. 
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On another part of the same ancient site is built 
THE ASSEMBLY-HOUSE, 
Planned and executed a few years prior to the 
old theatre, and by the same architect. The principal . 
apartments, and their relative admeasurements, are 
as follows : 

A vestibule 15 feet wide, projecting about 26 feet 
in front ; two card rooms, on an ascent of four steps, 
one 22 feet square, and the other of the same breadth, 
but about 6 feet longer; above them are two more 
rooms, of corresponding figure, and over the vesti- 
bule is a storeroom. The large ball-room is 66 feet by 
23, and the small one 60 by 27, both are fitted up in 
the most elegant manner, with wainsoottingy stuc- 
coed walls and ceilings, and illuminated with a pro- 
fusion of glass lustres. 

Between them is the" tea-room, 27 feet square, 
communicating with each by doors of such construc- 
tion as to be easily removed, the eye then commands 
a suit of rooms of 143 feet; by this arrangement the 
company may dance the whole length of the building, 
and then is presented such a scene of beauty and 
splendour as has few equals. 

The principal assembly is in the October sessions 
week. 

THE NEW CONCERT ROOM, 
Near Black Friars bridge, in St. Andrew's parish, 
was built in the year 1816. 

Norwich has generally boasted many amateurs in 
musical performance, and it had long been the prac- 
tice of some of them, to form concerts at a chamber 
in St. Ethelbert's gate-house, but their numbers in- 
creasing, they, by subscription, erected the present 
room. It is about 60 feet long, by 36 broad, of a 
height in due proportion, and covered with a ceiling 
of the saloon form. The orchestra has a considerable 
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elevation, and is fitted up with an organ, built by 
Crotch. Below the floor are flues for the regular 
distribution of heat. 

The number of performing members is about forty, 
there are also several other subscribers who take no 
part, either in the performance, or in the management 
of the business. The concerts are held weekly, on 
Friday night, excepting in the summer months. 

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

At its institution, in 1784, was kept in the city 
library-room, St. Andrew's Hall, and, in the year 
1794, was removed from thence to the building in St. 
John's Maddormarket, hired by lease of the duke of 
Norfolk, formerly a Roman Catholic chapel. 

The permanent subscribers, to this useful esta- 
blishment, are more than 600 in number, " having 
originally equal right and power in this institution," 
which they may transfer, by will or otherwise, pro- 
vided the person, to whom such right is transferred, 
will subscribe and submit to certain laws made by 
the society. 

" Temporary residents may be admitted to the 
use of the library, on subscribing seven shillings and 
sixpence per quarter, and depositing a guinea, whioh 
shall be refunded, when the subscription ceases, and 
the books have been returned in good order to the 
library." Permanent subscribers pay five guineas 
on admission, and one guinea annually. 

Books are delivered by the librarian to the sub- 
scribers every day between the hours of ten in the 
morning, and nine in the evening, Sundays and some 
other holidays excepted. 

The city library is now, by permission of the cor- 
poration, deposited in this place ; the subscribers 
have access to it, during the hours of attendance at 
the public library, and are permitted to have the 
13. 
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books delivered to them, under a written order from 
the chamberlain of the corporation. 

The library, including the city library , now contains 
about fourteen thousand volumes. 



NORFOLK AND NORWICH LITERARY 
INSTITUTION. 

The original intention of this institution was, to 
supply the county and city with books in the higher 
classes of literature, and was established, in the first 
instance, by the literary characters residing in the 
neighbourhood. It now possesses an excellent col- 
lection of the Greek and Latin classics; of the 
best authors of Italy and France, the early English 
and monkish historians, and a series of the best 
editions of English authors; also many very valu- 
able topographical and geographical works, works 
on antiquities, and a large and curious collection of 
pamphlets. 

This institution commenced in 1822, with only 
sixty-seven subscribers ; yet, in nine years, the 
members amount to nearly 300. Although so re* 
cently established, it contains nearly 10,000 volumes, 
and the sum of £4000, and upwards, has been ex- 
pended in books ; in which sum, the purchase of 
periodicals and incidental expenses are not included. 

The Institution Rooms are situated in the Old 
Haymarket, and were visited by his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Sussex, in September, 1824. 



NORFOLK AND NORWICH 

MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, 

ANTIQUITIES, &c. 

EtfmbUsked *» 1821. 

Norwich, from its central situation, from its im- 
portance as a commercial city, and from the advan- 
tages it enjoys in institutions for the promotion of 
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useful knowledge, first suggested the idea of forming 
a Local Museum within its walls, to which the stu- 
dent and the philosopher could obtain easy access. 

Those acquainted with the study of natural history, 
can best judge of the advantages arising from having 
the opportunity of referring to a systematically ar- 
ranged collection, in forming a correct knowledge of 
any particular branch of the science. 

The specimens forming this collection are rare, 
curious, and valuable ; they comprise botany, ento- 
mology, ornithology, geology, mineralogy, concho- 
logy, and other branches of natural history, exotic 
as well as British. Also an extensive collection of 1 
local antiquities, coins, medals, seals, and other 
works of art. 

The first part of a descriptive catalogue of the 
above has been recently published, to which we refer 
the curious, while we regret that our present limits 
will not allow us to enumerate even a few of the 
many rare and curious specimens contained in the 
collection. 

The admirers of natural history will be highly 
gratified, not only by the inspection of the collection 
already formed, but to find it rapidly increasing, by 
the addition of several valuable donations ; amongst 
which, we would particularly notice the increase in 
the ornithological department, from the liberality of 
the Rev, G. W. Steward, of Caistor, in presenting 
his entire collection of birds, &c, amounting to one 
hundred and eleven species. Nor must we omit to 
notice those spirited and generous benefactors, the 
Rev. 6. R. Leathes, and Captain Glasspool, whose 
voluntary contributions have been extensive and 
liberal. 



THE 

NORFOLK AND NORWICH HOSPITAL, 

Situated without St. Stephen's gate, is an extensive 
14. 
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building of red brick, founded in 1771, and opened 
for patients in tbe following year; tbe original part 
forms tbe figure of an H, to which some additions 
have since been made, and tbe expense of the whole 
erection has been £19,808. 19*. 4d. 

This excellent institution was undertaken and has 
been supported by voluntary contributions, but the 
funds were at one time so low as to excite much ap- 
prehension for the fate of the establishment, in aid 
of it the Norwich Grand Triennial Musical Festival 
was established in 1824, and in that year, and 1827 
and 1830, produced the sum of £4,607. 16*. Ad, 
which with some charitable donations since received, 
have enabled the committee to extend the building, 
and increase the number of beds for patients, and 
we trust there is no longer any reasonable cause 
for fear. 

The management of affairs belongs to a committee 
of subscribers, and the physicians and surgeons, (who 
are amongst those of greatest note in the city) per- 
form their functions gratis ; they attend by turns to 
take in such patients as may be recommended by 
subscribers, every Saturday ; and on Tuesdays, to 
prescribe to the out-patients : sudden accidents and 
emergencies are, however, at all times admitted. 

In this hospital, the operation for the stone, is, 
from its frequent occurrence, performed in the greatest 
perfection ; the whole number cut for this complaint, 
from the first admission of patients till the present 
time, is nearly 700,. including infants and persons, of 
the age of 80 years, and of these a very few have 
died. 

The number of patients admitted from the first 
opening of the hospital for out-patients, July 11th, 
1772, and for in-patients, November 7th, 1772, to 
December 31st, 1830, is, in-patients 28,672, out- 
patients 17,785, total 46,457. The expenses of the 
hospital are nearly four thousand pounds per annum. 
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BETHEL OR BEDLAM. 

One of those praiseworthy establishments, which 
did not wholly arise from the exertion of posthumous 
charity, for its worthy foundress not only bequeathed 
her estates to this house, at her death, but also 
employed her income, whilst she lived, in the fur- 
therance of this and other charitable purposes. 

It was bnilt in the year 1713, by Mrs. Mary 
Chapman, ''for the convenient reception and habi- 
tation of Lunatics, aiid not for natwal-borii fool* 
or ideots:" she seems to have directed her charity in 
this particular channel, from a regard to the wish of 
her deceased husband, who had thought much of an 
institution of the kind. By will, dated in 1717, 
she invested the sole power and management of the 
house, in seven trustees, or a majority of them, and, 
through the excellent economy of those who have 
been appointed to this charge, the fullest effect has 
been given to the charitable intentions of the found- 
ress, and the revenues much increased; this also has 
been advanced by numerous subsequent benefactions. 

Amongst the regulations it is provided, that the 
inhabitants of Norwich are to be preferred in the 
exercise of this charity, but, when more lunatics can 
be accommodated than the city offers, they may be 
taken from any parish in Norfolk, or even out of it. 
Prior to admission, a certificate of the fitness of the 
object must be obtained from the physician of the 
house, and the master must have an appointment, un- 
der the hands of the majority of the trustees. Those 
lunatics only who are destitute of friends are to be 
maintained gratis, but the trustees are empowered to 
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receive others, en payment of a small weekly sum 
by their relations, or the parishes to which they be- 
long. 

Some considerable addition* were made to die 
buildings, in 1507, and there it a handsome commit- 
tee room which has been but a few years bnih; it 
contains the portraits of The Foundress, 1724* Barth. 
BsJdcrstone, Esq. 1744; John Vere, Esq. Wharton 
Peck, L.L.D. Edward King, Esq. John Black, Esq. 
Thomas Vere, Esq. Robert Marsh, Esq. and Wm. 
Wiggett, Esq. all dated 1750; these gentlemen had 
acted as trustees: they are good paintings, and wcire 
executed by Heins. 

Strangers who contribute their mite, on visiting 
this place, hare the satisfaction of knowing it is ap- 
plied to the benefit of the distressed inmates: such 
offerings are put in a box for that purpose, and the 
master receives an annual stipend, in lieu of those 
gratuities which used formerly to be bestowed on 
him. The house may be seen finom 10 to 12 o'clock in 
the morning, and between 2 and 4 in the afternoon. 

There is a private institution for the insane, 
commonly caHed the Red-House, situated in a re- 
tired spot, at a shoft distance from Brazen-doors. 

The next charity is of recent foundation, and one 
in which the liberality of the public has been directed 
to objects of the most unqualified commisseration. 
THE INSTITUTION 
FOR THE INDIGENT BLIND. 
In the year 1806, Thomas Tawell, Esq. the bene- 
volent projector of this charity, ytes also the first con- 
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tributor to it, by presenting the home and gardens, 
in Magdalen-Street, purchased with this intention, 
at an expence of 1000 guineas. Many other individ- 
uals interested themselves, in the promotion of the 
measure, and it ia gratifying to find, that its success 
has been adequate to their exertions. 

Two objects are accomplished by this establish- 
ment: an hospital for aged blind persons; and a 
school for the instruction of blind children, who are 
taught the manufacture of baskets, and other small 
articles, by which they may obtain a livelihood. 
Since its foundation, in 1806, many pupils have been 
admitted, whose improvement has been very satisfac- 
tory ; and, though at first restricted to the county of 
Norfolk, the charity is now open to the kingdom at 
large. It is governed by a president, three vice-pre- 
sidents, a committee of subscribers, &c. who appoint 
a matron and an instructor of the blind. 

The average amount of subscriptions, benefactions, 
sale of articles manufactured, &c. has been about 
twelve or thirteen hundred pounds per annum. 



The hospitals in this city, which are of ancient 
foundation, and monuments of the piety of our ances- 
tors, are deferred tOl after the description of the 
churches. There are many other charities in Nor- 
wich, which are either not confined to particular 
buildings, or to those only which have no remarkable 
local attractions ; these will follow t^e account of the 
above. 

Another modem erection claims our attention^ but 
as it is not within the liberties of the city of Norwich, 
it may be deemed necessary lo apologise for its intro- 
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(taction: here." Being, however, only a shoi^distance' 
from the city, add a building of consideraMe magni- 
tude, some notice of it may not be superfluous. 



NORFOLK COUNTY LUNATIC ASYLUM, 

At Thorpe, was built in 1814, under the sanction of 
an Act of the 48th Geo* HI. " for the better care, and, 
maintenance of lunatics, being paupers or criminals. 
It is a noble erection of white brick, the extent of, 
front being no less than 430 feet, with a portico in the 
centre* supported hy four pillars. The, lowest apart- 
ments, or cellars, are covered with a circular vaulting, 
which sustains the rest of the building. The atone- 
stair-case is particularly worthy of notice, from the 
lightness and strength of its construction; it is of the; 
well form, and lighted at the top by a lanthorn. 

A judicious classification and kind treatment of the 
unfortunate inhabitants of this place, seems to be 
attended with success: the stranger. is agreeably sur- 
prised at the moderate use of coercive measures, yet, 
the order and comfort he observes, is not exceeded 
in any institution of this kmd* To each division of the 
building belong separate and airy courts. There * H 
ample acoommeddtien for 100 patients, und with very 
little alteration, nearly half m many mare ooeto be 
provided -for. ^ 

. , ,,■ ■<■-• ........ 

* It la not intended, Hy this deserved encomium, to make any invidious 
comparison with the Norwich Bethel, (which Is an excellent tuetitation) n*r 
with any other establishment. Indeed the treatment of the insane^ seems, 
happily, to he daily better and better understood, and that system of terror 
and cruelty, Vhlch was formerly thought Wcessary ' in cases of tfcfe nature, fat 
■early superseded by a more humane and certainly much more rational 
method. ■ 
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BRIDGES. 

There are five principal old bridges, in Norwich, 
.and two of recent establishment. 

COSLANY BRIDGE 

Is the first on the stream, of very ancient founda- 
tion, and unites the parishes of St Laurence, and 
St Michael Coslany. It was, originally, built of 
timber, and, according to son\e accounts, (unaup- 
ported however by authority) was rebuilt of sjkone fat 
1521. This was pulled down, and the present bridge 
erected anno 1805. 

It is constructed with east iron plates, supported 
by ribs of tfce same material; and has a solid oast- 
iron parapet 



Following the course of Ahe river, by St. Andrew's 
hall is 

BLACK-FRIARS BRIDGE, 

N$a?ed froin its vicinity to that ancient convent. 
The grat bridge ta this place was built of timber, 
*feput the tkHe of Henry the eighth; rebuilt m the 
ajgne manner, in Edward the fourth's reign; and of 
stone, (having three arches) anno. 1560. Hie last 
decaying also, was taken down in the year 1784, and 
the present one constructed. 

As the number of piers in the former bridge had 
too inuch ippe<|ed the current, it was resolved that 
tfce new one should contain only one arch. Its span 
is, forty-two fisct, and the strength of ita eonstrnetsota 
rejqai&s^ble: e^ch vou&oir, <Jr arck stone, bad saor- 
tis^s fortbei<^ertictfi of two cubes aiiron; the joints 
teiftg smooth, and set in dry milled lead, gte itojt 
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jogglqi were equally inserted, and channels having 
been cut from the tails of the voussoirs, the whole 
cavities were filled with melted lead. The bridge has 
a flight of steps at the south east cottier, and another 
was projected opposite, but not executed, on account 
of the houses being too near on that side. The cast- 
iron railing is neat. The whole expence of pulling 
down the old bridge and erecting the new one, was 
£1290. 



FYE BRIDGE, 

Anciently written Fy ve-bridge, because as Blome- 
field says, it was the fifth principal bridge over the 
river. This was a timber bridge, till Henry the 
fourth's time, when the first stone bridge, upon the 
river was erected in this spot. It fell into decay, 
during the reign of Henry the eighth, but continued 
till the year 1575, when a considerable flood demo* 
lished it. Three years after was completed the 
bridge now existing, which contains two arches; the 
principal one being 26 feet wide. By the date, 1750, 
over the arch, it appears to have undergone some re* 
pairs at that time. 



WHITE FRIARS BRIDGE. 

The first mention of a bridge in this place occurs 
in 1290, when, during a great flood, the water is said 
to have passed over it. We again meet with it, in 
Henry the fourth's reign, when " a new bridge of 
timber was framed in HemenhaU-park for the Car- 
melites' bridge in Norwich." In the time of Henry 
the eighth, also, a timber bridge was purchased of 
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the prioress of Carrowe, and erected here, but des- 
troyed in Rett's rebellion, bj order of the earl of 
Warwick ; in order to prevent the rebels from passing 
the river. It was rebuilt, of the like material, at the 
beginning of Queen Mary's reign, and in 1591 was 
made of stone. 

It contains but one (pointed) arch of about 30 feet 
span. 

The last of the five old bridges is 
bishop's bridge, 
At the extremity of Bishop's-street. In 1*275, Wil- 
liam de Kirkeby, prior of Norwich, had a patent 
granted, by which he was authorised to erect a gate, 
with a bridge of 20 feet adjoining it, which Blomefield 
supposes was the bridge we are now noticing. It 
belonged to the see in 1249, as at that time it was 
repaired by the bishop, and the priors of Norwich 
and St. Leonard : but has been the property of the 
city ever since 1393 ; a carving of the city arms may 
be seen on its south side. The arches are three in 
number, of the semi-circular form, and withinside 
the largest one are some old sculptured heads. 



The first of the new bridges is 

THE DUKE'S PALACE BRIDGE. 

This maBter r piece in the art of bridge building was 
begun in August 1821, and completed in December 
1822. It consists of a single semi-elliptic arch, sixty 
feet wide, and thirteen feet in height above the water 
line, having cast-iron ribs supporting a frame of the 
same m?tal, on which the plates for the road* way are 
laid, with abutments of stone ; it has also east-iron 
palisades, and handsome piers of the same material. 
15. 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



106 H1STOB1CAL ACCOUNT 

In the cenirci of the arch are the city arms* The 
castings were executed in this city, at the founder? 
of Mr* J. Browne, juau, the neatness with which 
they are. executed is particularly worthy of attend*** 
The utility of this bridge is of the greatest impor- 
tance, as it opens a direct communication with the 
north part of the. city, by a new street, which is 
named after the bridge, Duke Street. Foot passen- 
gers are liable to a toll of one-halfpenny every time 
they pass over this and the two following bridges. 
The toll on horses, carriages, &c, is the same as 
that usually' levied en similar occasions* 

THE FOUNDBRY BR1DQE 

Was opened for the accommodation of passengers 
in 1811. This is chiefly constructed of timber, 
between Portland stone abutments; the carriage 
way is supported by a planked segment of a large 
circle, the chord line being about 64 feet, that of the 
arch not more than 55 ; the piers inclining inwards 
nearly as low as the surface of the water. The pa- 
rapet is formed by neat palisades of cast-iron. 



THE CARR0W BRlDtJE 

Was built in 1810. It is an elliptical arch, of about 
50 feet span, formed with cast-iron ribs 1 , supporting 
plates of the same metal, which sustain the road- way. 
It has a cas«-irott railing; stone piets, and abutments 
of white brick. 

PUBLIC WORKS. 

UftHTI^Gv PAVING, AH D CLEAN SI tfG* 

These matters are, profeuedbj* better provided 
for, by an>a^of ParliaMest whichrvcetvedthe royal 
assent on. the 13th of June, 10M. It appoints a 
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certain number of permanent commissioners, eonsist- 
ing of the magistrates of the city, speaker of the 
commons, dean, resident prebendary, and others* 
the vacancies to be filled np, as they oecur # by a mat 
jority of those who remain : and forty parochial com* 
missioners, (o be annually elected by the parishioners, 
on, Eas$er-M4>nday. 

THE NORWICH GAS LIGHT COMPANY. 

An act of Parliament for lighting this city with 
gas, was passed in June, 1820 ; and in May, 1826, 
another act was passed, to alter and amend the 
powers of the former. In 1825, the works were dis- 
posed of to the British Gas Light Company, but are 
still carried on as the Norwich Gas Light Company. 

The works, situate at the back of St Stephen's, 
are not used, and new works, on a larger scale, are 
erected at the foot of St. Michael's mount, near 
Bishop's-bridge. 

In the above works, the gas is procured from coal. 
Forty retorts are at present in action. The two gasr 
ometers are estimated to contain 09,000 cubic feet of 
gas. There are 420 public lamps, besides private 
houses* shops, &c, # supplied from these, works. 

Formerly the length of main pipes was only four 
miles in extent; recently* there has been an addition 
of twelve miles, making the, total length of main 
pipes now in action, sixteen miles. 



the Water works. 
The city is supplied with water by the new mill* 
water works. It appears that in Queen Elizabeth's 

* Th« New Mill* war* first er eflted in ,1480 :. they rec^ved tbat name b«c«*ae 
there were mills a little higher np the stream, of more ancient foundation. 
They were first bnilt by the -cky, and have- always belonged to it. 

16. 
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time, water was first conveyed from thence to the 
Hall and the Cross, in the Market-Place, but the 
water works were not considerable till 1699, and 
those on the present principle have been constructed 
within the last two-and-thirty years* 

The water is not taken immediately at the mill 
dam, as that is apt to be turbid, but is brought from 
nearly a quarter of a mile higher up the stream, by 
means of a trunk, a portion of which passes under 
the dam. It is impelled by two engines set in action 
by the same wheel, the one, used in general for the 
supply of the higher parts of the city, throws about 
four barrels and a half per minute ; and the other, 
which is commonly employed in the service of the 
lower parts, about two-thirds of that quantity ; but it 
is practicable to divert either of these streams in the 
opposite direction to that in which it is usually en- 
gaged. The water intended for the former use is 
sent towards the reservoir in Chapel-field, a distance 
of about three furlongs, and, in perpendicular height, 
120 feet This reservoir is a basin, nearly 300 yards 
in circumference, banked up a considerable height, 
by the mould dug out of its centre; on its north 
side stands a tower, containing upright pipes, into 
which water is forced, gaining by this means an 
ascent of 145 feet from the fountain head ; this height 
being necessary for the supply of the most elevated 
spots, such as Ber-street, &c. The water furnished 
by the other engine has a similar provision, upon a 
smaller scale, on Tombland, to serve the highest site 
in that division. 

The old obelisk containing these pipes was re- 
moved, and a handsome column, enclosed with an 
iron railing, erected on its site in 1830. 
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POPULATION. 

A table of the returns of the Population of Norwich, that 
have at different times been made by authority : 

PARISHES. 



St. Peter Southgate . , 

St. Etheldred , 

St. Julian , 

St. Peter per Mountergate 

St. John Sepulchre 

St. Michael at Thorn 

St. John Timberhill 

All Saints 

St. Stephen 

St Peter Mancroft 

St. Giles 

St. Benedict 

St Swithin 

St. Margaret 

St. Lawrence 

St. Gregory 

St. John Maddermarket . . 

St Andrew 

St. Michael at Plea 

St. Peter Hungate 

St. George Tombland .... 

St. Simon and Jude 

St. Martin at Palace .... 

St Helen 

St. Michael Coslany 

St. Mary 

St. Martin at Oak 

St Augustine 

St. George Colegate 

St. Clement 

St. Edmunjl 

St. Saviour «... 

St. Paul 

St. James 

HAMLET8. 

Pockthorpe 

Heigham 

Lakenham 

Eaton 

Earlham 

Hellesdon 

Thorpe 

Trowse, Carrowe, Bra- 

condale 

Precinct of the Close • . 



17. 



Souls 


Souls 


Souls 


Souls 


Souls 


Souls 


Souls 


in 1093 
470 


in 175* 


in 1780 


in 1801 


in 1811 


in 1821 


in 1831 


425 


507 


378 


389 


536 


627 


243 


247 


254 


252 


261 


273 


268 


593 


595 


846 


662 


677 


932 


1069 


1376 


1408 


1362 


1350 


1291 


1789 


1975 


781 


1004 


1114 


1144 


1233 


1599 


1832 


865 


1127 


1442 


1198 


1450 


1750 


2048 


668 


890 


975 


888 


918 


1101 


1055 


425 


578 


825 


701 


657 


741 


692 


1769 


2314 


2360 


2211 


2198 


2927 


4110 


1953 


2288 


2299 


2120 


2137 


2671 


2901 


910 


961 


1117 


1076 


1043 


1422 


1595 


652 


715 


900 


830 


925 


1125 


1424 


496 


751 


643 


503 


591 


750 


870 


664 


856 


859 


662 


797 


938 


868 


668 


952 


1018 


899 


992 


1092 


1008 


772 


1202 


1113 


1057 


1125 


1244 


1104 


657 


1107 


1571 


1698 


827 


957 


814 


935 


1334 


1773 


1858 


1396 


1518 


1297 


479 


482 


502 


446 


501 


389 


359 


267 


341 


394 


371 


398 


511 


522 


722 


737 


720 


750 


739 


797 


710 


362 


420 


443 


333 


398 


447 


446 


819 


1083 


1109 


936 


978 


1202 


1227 


338 


386 


446 


393 


371 


425 


521 


1026 


1046 


1185 


1031 


947 


1340 


1202 


949 


1178 


1202 


1018 


1097 


1521 


1361 


1243 


1698 


2153 


1747 


1857 


2477 


2524 


850 


1226 


1899 


1232 


1394 


1627 


2022 


1154 


1295 


1272 


1132 


1379 


1610 


1513 


593 


816 


800 


853 


933 


2364 


2767 


370 


520 


531 


446 


492 


677 


762 


7tl 


810 


593 


984 


990 


1266 


1486 


983 


1461 


1681 


1395 


1583 


2160 


2407 


416 


696 


608 


520 


565 


1268 


1299 


732 


1116 


1272 


979 


1029 


1313 


1669 


544 


653 


923 


854 


842 


1503 


5495 


221 


165 


486 


428 


441 


1875 


3810 


153 
50 


226 
68 


260 
66 


278 
95 


|378 


419 


(529 
} 103 


65 
69 


70 
36 


108 
82 


81 
74 


|l84 


284 


(382 
( 1211 


258 


386 


348 


353 


345 


605 


607 


650 


700 




616 


508 


583 


611 


28881 


36169 


40051 


36832 


37256 


50288 


61102 
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This shews the increase of population from 1693 
to 1752, to have been 7228, pr more than 123 an- 
nually ; from 1752 to 1786, 3882, or rather more than 
114 annuaUty ; and for the whole period from 1693 
till 1786 the increase was 11,170, or better than 120 
each year. From thfs time* until the next return, 
there is an apparent diminution of 3219, but it may 
be easily accounted for, by considering that 1786 
was a year of peace, and that in the returns of 1801, 
those serving in the army and navy were not in- 
cluded. 

The next date, 1811, affords us an increase of 424, 
and this at a time when the most powerful efforts were 
making against the enemy, and the citizens of this 
place were in no degree behind their fellow-country- 
men, in their addiction to the profession of arms. 
Norwich, indeed, was supposed to have furnished at 
least 8000 recruits for the army and navy, during a 
period of little more than twenty years, commencing 
with the breaking out of the war in 1793. In 1821, 
the number of inhabitants, was 50,288, shewing an 
increase in the population of 13,032. This surprising 
increase may be accounted for, by the return of 
peace, and the consequent revival of trade, which 
induced a great number of persons to resort hither 
for the sake of employment. In 1831, the population 
amounted to 61,102, shewing an increase of 10,814 
persons since the eensus for 1821. 
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MANUFACTURES OF NORWICH. 

The editor. of the Norfolk Tour, whose work 
contains a luminous account of the state of the manu- 
factures of Norwich at the time of its compilation, 
hegins that account with the following proposition. 

" That the county of Norfolk was famous for the 
manufacture of wool, from the earliest period, when 
that art came to be known in this island, may be 
fairly concluded from the circumstance of its still re- 
taining the primitive mode of spinning with the an- 
cient spindle and distaff; a practice unknown I believe 
in every other part of the kingdom." 

As this conclusion, though probable, must continue 
altogether matter of opinion, we shall leave our 
readers to decide how far it is warranted, only pre- 
mising, that such method of spinning might have 
been introduced from other districts, which have 
since applied more modern inventions. Nor shall 
we attempt to determine, whether any of the Dutch, 
who were driven from their country by an inundation, 
in the reign of Henry the first, settled in this coun- 
ty or not; but, admitting the worsted manufactures 
to have been first introduced in the town of the same 
name, fourteen miles from Norwich, we may at all 
events conclude, their introduction to this city was 
prior to Henry the second's time, and our proof 
exists in the appointment, by that king, of an assay er, 
or measurer of worsteds ; the execution of such an 
office being incompatible with the immediate infancy 
of an art 

From what has been said, the error of those 
authors is apparent, who would fix the occurrence 
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of this circumstance at the year 1336; Blomefield 
remarks, that they seem to have been led into it, by 
finding great numbers of Flemings arriving here at 
that time, and he subjoins, that these Flemings did 
indeed bring one branch of woollen manufacture with 
them, viz. the manufacture of broad cloth. The 
foreigners in question were enticed over by emissaries 
employed by king Edward the third, and certainly 
contributed much to the improvement of the subject 
under consideration. 

From the time the manufactures of this city had 
sufficiently increased to attract much attention, vari- 
ous sovereigns of England have endeavoured to pro- 
mote their welfare. It may be objected, that the 
appointment of an assayer, was, in tbe first instance, 
no proof of this, and indeed it appears to fcave been 
an exertion of interest, through the medium of 
queen Isabel, that procured for one John Pecock the 
enjoyment of this privilege, which assigned him a 
certain sum on every piece of worsted made in the 
city: but in Edward the third's reign an application 
from the citizens, desiring the abolition of the office 
was attended to, and afree trade for worsteds granted. 

This prince indeed paid the greatest attention to 
the advancement of the manufacture of wool, and 
enacted the first statute against the exportation of 
such as was unwrought. In his time also took place 
the first sumptuary law, which prohibited any person 
from wearing cloth other than English manufacture, 
unless those who were possessed of a certain annua) 
income, ♦ 
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The next material ordinance* were made anno 
7:443, when an act passed, directing, that there 
should he chosen every year daring four years, four 
wardens of worsted weavers, to do right and mate 
<fce search of worsteds in Norwich, and two others 
for the same purpose in Norfolk; regulations for the 
length and breadth of worsteds were established, bj 
the same authority, and an act the next year con- 
firmed these provisions, and extended the number 
of wardens for the county to four also. 

Some good regulations were made in the city, re- 
specting the fabrication of Norwich cloth, in 1458, a 
tokei^er was appointed, whose business was to token, 
or teal, every piece of cloth, after he had ascertained 
its length and breadth to be exact : the woollen weavers 
were, at the same time, ordered to furnish rolls of 
the names of all men in their employ, with the marks 
used by them; the effect of this was, that each man's 
work was immediately known, whilst the token was 
a certain criterion of the correctness of its dimensions. 

It appears, however, that these provisions were 
insufficient to prevent the frauds against which they 
were directed, for, in the reign of the next king,. 
Edward the fourth, an act wa* passed, for the true 
making worsteds in Norwich and Norfolk, which, 
although it did not increase the number of wardens as 
the author of the Tour asserts, did nevertheless fully 
ascertain their powers, and regulate the methods tQ 
be pursued, for the punishment of the delinquents. 

After this, the manufactures exhibited a continued 
series of prosperity, until the reign of Henry the 
eighth, when the restrictions on the exportajjog of 
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wool seem to have been partially evaded, bf export- 
ing the worsted yarn 5 an act was therefore passed, 
wfeieb, after stating stfeh practice to be highly detri- 
mental to the weavers of Norwich and Norfolk, pro- 
ceeds to impose a penalty of 40*. on 'every pound tof 
yarn, bought by any person, except such weavers or 
artificers as should wort up the same, or cause it to 
be worked. 

Of the entertaining little work we had occasion to 
mention, at the beginning of this article, those pages' 
which relate to the present subject are perhaps the 
best executed; we have heard, that its ingenfdus' 
author received much valuable information on this 
point, from a gentleman of undoubted ability, who 
was intimately connected with the manufactures 
of Norwich ; the book is nto w out of print, and these 
considerations urge us to make an extract from it of 
some length, in this place, as applicable to the stale 
of our manufactures about twelve years ago, which 
shall be followed by a short view of such changes as 
have since taken place. 

" This county stands unrivalled at this day, for the 
curious fine texture of its worsted yarn, which, howr 
ever, is not made from the wools of the county, hut 
from those of Lincoln, and some rich marshes bor- 
dering upon it During the reign of Edward VI. and 
Philip and Mary, new articles of manufacture con& 
nued from time to time to be introduced into this 
city. Philip and Mary passed an act to encourage 
the making of the RusseUs, Satins, Satins-reverses, 
and Fustians of Naples, as Edward had before W 
regulate the manufacture of Hats, Domtcks, and Co4 
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tiCfrftts ; these, With the !&ies and SUmtnins mentioned 
before, and broad and narrow woollen cloths ( which 
were also mfcde here in Considerable quantities) com- 
posed the trade of the county. But nothing contri- 
buted so rapidly to advance its prosperity as the 
arrival of those industrious swarms from the Dutch 
*nd Walloon hives, who fled hither 1 from that reli- 
gions tiger, the Duke of Alva. With them they im- 
ported the art of fabricating many articles before 
unknown in this country ; their names were various 
as their quafttres, ' mitfgled with silk and sfcitrie, or 
inch-yarn, Ac/ and ft may not he unworthy of 
remark, that in 1575, * the Dutch elders presented in 
eourt (at Norwich) a, new wt)rk, called teomb asins,* 
for the making of which elegant kind of stuff, this 
city has ever since been in high repute. Just at this 
moment, when the country was deriving inestimable 
benefits from the skill fend labour of these refugees, 
the spirit of persecution, which was renewed against 
them in this asylum, (probably through the jealous 
interference of sonic native manufacturer) had nearly 
deprived us offhese advantages. The mayor of this 
city was ordered to examine them, ' touching the 
horrible and damnable doctrine of the anabaptists ;* 
fronn which, however, they exculpated themselves, 
«nd obtained a respite, till Archbishop Land, with 
his injunctions^ drove in&ny hundreds of the manufac- 
turers into Holhmd, where they and their arts were 
protected and cherished. But with the mild spirit 
of toleration; returned the vigour* and enterprize of 
trade, and the exiles brought back with them new 
specimens of their inventive art. The articles which 
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were anciently the chief manufacture of the city, now/ 
became so. entirely, obsolete* that it was thojgh^ 
necessary to pass an act, in the 7th of Geo. I. ta 
compel the makers of any sort of staffs to become 
freemen of the city, as were formerly the manufac- 
turers of Russell*, Fustians, Sfc. and the reason, 
assigned for this was, that a constant supply of able 
magistrates might at all times be found. During this, 
long period, it does not appear, that those who mam** 
factored these goods for the foreign trafe were the- 
exporters of them. Many of, the master- weaver* 
lived in the villages near Norwich : these brought 
their stuffs to the market, and, as well as those wha. 
resided in the city, sold them to a sort of middle*; 
man, who supplied the London merchants with them* 
It required a large extension of capital and of know* 
ledge to add the character of the merchant to that of 
the manufacturer : to some, the general advantage of 
this unjon of characters may still be held problemati- 
cal; and it has been maintained (how wisely I pre-% 
tend not to determine) that the public prosperity 
stood upon a firmer basis, while the manufactory was 
}n the hands of a large, body of masters of circum- 
scribed capital, but who made quick returns, by means 
of the merchants who resorted to them, than it does at 
this time, when the whole trade is conducted by a few 
booses, who command large capitals, and who add 
the sagacity of the merchant to the skill of the manu- 
facturer. The trade of Norwich did not formerly so 
much depend upon the foreign demand as it does at 
this time* From the beginning of the present oen* 
tury, till within these forty years, this kingdom 
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alone took off a considerable quantity of staffs of 
various kinds : the crapes of Norwich were in very 
common use, and during the administration of Sir 
Robert Walpole, and so long as the city had power- 
fid friends at court, the public mournings were always 
ordered to be in Norwieh crapes. This unpleasant 
fabric, unsupported by ministerial influence, soon 
fell into disgrace, and gave way to more elegant 
manufactures ; and the destruction of our home trade, 
was completed by the prevalence of articles made 
from cotton, which- the inventions of Arkwright and 
others rendered much cheaper than formerly. Ex- 
cluded in a large degree from a share in the trade of 
this kingdom, our merchant-manufacturers did not 
sjt down supinely, without making an effort for com 
pensating, in some other way, the loss which they 
had sustained. The correspondence which they had 
begun on the continent, they now extended to every 
point of the compass : by sending their sons to b* 
^educated in Germany, Spain, and Italy, they quali- 
fied them for the execution of their plans, and at the 
same time .cultivated a more familiar connexion with 
those countries, Their travellers penetrated through 
Jiurope, and their pattern-cards were exhibited in 
every principal town, from the frozen plains of Mos- 
cow, to the milder climes of Lisbon, Seville, and 
Naples. The Russ peasant decorated himself with 
his sash of gaudy caljmanco, and the Spanish Hidalgo 
was sheltered under his light cloak of Norwich cam- 
Wet. The introduction f their articles into Spain, 
Italy, Poland, and Russia, soon made the manufac. 
Jturers ample amends for the capriciousness of fashion 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



120 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

in their own country. The taste of foreign nations* 
was now consulted : the gravity of the Spaniard wat 
suited in his plain, but finely-textured cam Met; thrf 
loom was taught to imitate the handy-works of Flora, 
and the most garish assemblage of colours of every 
dye, satisfied the vanity of the Suabian ana 1 Bohe- 
mian female. The great fairs of Frankfort, Leipsic, 
and of Salerno, were thronged with purchasers of 
these commodities, which were unsuccessfully imitated 
by the manufacturers of Saxony. Norwich was notv 
crowded with its looms ; every winter's evening exhi- 
bited to the traveller entering its walls, the appear- 
ance of a general illumination : from twenty miles 
around, the village weavers resorted to it with the 
produce of their looms: and though the distaff and 
the spinning-wheel, throughout Norfolk and Suffolk^ 
were incessantly plied, yet the produce was inadequate 
to the demand. It became necessary to increase the 
importation of bay- yarn from Ireland, of which more 
was annually consumed here, than, but a few yeifttt 
before, was imported into all England. Prom this 
meridian of its prosperity, this manufactory began to 
show symptoms of declension before we entered upon 
this war, which has so effectually ruined it ; yet, iu a 
tolerable trade, it was estimated that about 60,000 
tods of wool, chiefly of the growth of Lincolnshire, 
were combed and spun in the county of Norfolk, 
which employed about 600 combers, and furnished 
spinning- work for most of the poor women and chil- 
dren in the county. Besides this, great quantities of 
yarn were brought from all the neighbouring counties, 
and, at that time, even from Scotland." 
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* Some year* 199, tie retwia of Af *u»ntactory 
were estimated to hfc *hwt £1,3*0,000 p*t airaum; 
at present* wha* tfce merest i*» stmt oat from i**st 
<rf*ia foreign markete hy war, *nd from hi» own by 
fasbrao, they muat fall Y#*y muah Wow this estimate : 
bat supposing thfSft to he only £900,000, tfcft price of 
tebimrbeatowedantwttn, waibe,«aW,000» whilst tfct 
valiie erf the rav BWJteriiJ, dy i^gr#toff, oil, soap, and> 
coals, will he only £116,000. Th* mannfeetnre fur*' 
nistoa about fifty distinct ooonpatioqa, reckoning fircm 
the sheeprshoarev to the vmwiwr who takes.charge of 
the bales ; and* iniM trad** notfewer than 100,000) 
hands are employed in its difei^aat hranehes. Its im- 
portant* will Iw sufficiency apparent, whe^ we reflect 
haw mack the vatae *rf the raw material i* increased 
by labour, awl that thiapf icei* drawp from foreigners 
for the maintenance «f » our poor. Compared with? 
this, what ate the national advantages of the sale of 
£890,0**) worth of oofle* or sugar in Hamburgh or 
Laheck? The, staph* artistes of Norwich may b^ 
said to he ita fi*» cambists, and its worsted daimtsks, 
and flowered sating though the latter, by the intro- 
duction of much vtf&itr hed-furniture, are falling 
into disuse. The JEast-Ifcdia Company give annually 
their orders for a constderahle quantity* of. our fine* 
camhlets; and, during the torpor of the Spanish and 
Italian trades, this circumstance has greatly alleviated 
$e distresses of <he poor. 



f from $4,090 to*f£M pUo<f . 
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Thus far Mr. Beatniffe, it now remains la fulfil the 
promise given previous to this extract 

On the return of peace, foreign states, stfll more 
exhausted than our own. had little money to sparer 
for the immense stock of merchandise, of various 
descriptions, which poured on them from this coun- 
try ; the result was evident, hut those who looked 
onlj at the immediate, pressure, conceived, that the 
long duration of war had completely changed the 
system of Europe, and that a return to peace would 
no longer be attended with its usual happy effects ; 
they disregarded the peculiar circumstances which 
distinguished the times, former wars had not been so 
exhausting, had not been so much directed against 
commerce ; and they forgot to calculate that the pre- 
sent peace would, on this account, require a kuger 
time to operate, than former ones. The rotation of a 
few years, however, presented this object in a dif- 
ferent light, and the popular opinion, ever inclined 
to the extreme, now reckoned on Hie immediate 
return of our manufacturing grandeur, it even 
expected an improvement upon the best times Nor- 
wich ever saw. In vain did old manufacturers assert 
that this vast demand was only temporary, and that? a 
regular and much inferior one would fellow : the 
general assertion was, that hands would not be found 
to execute the extensive orders received or expected ; 
women, boys, persons altogether inexperienced, 
were engaged, and the loom was incessantly plied ; 
particularly in the fabrication of bombasins, a fight 
stuff, which, on that account, and from being pf easy 
acquisition, was supposed the fittest subject for such 
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operators. The delusion now, in gome measure, And 
income unpleasant instances, corrected itself* The 
merchants refused to receive many of the goods, on 
the ground of the badness of their texture, the new 
Operators were' most of them discharged, and the 
consequences to many, who, with limited capitals, 
had embarked largely in this speculative concern, has 
been very unfortunate. Again did the scale of popu- 
lar judgment revert, and it was supposed, that the 
ruin of the manufactures was at hand ; this, however, 
happily proved no less erroneous than the opposite 
idea, and it nrny now be stated, that, agreeably to 
the expectation of men of standard experience and 
judgment, the present condition of the manufactures 
is, that of a steady and important demand; less 
indeed than in some periods of our manufacturing 
greatness, but still sufficient for the general employ- 
ment of the poor, for the alleviation of their suffer- 
ings, and for the fair emolument of the master trader. 
The staple articles, at thid time, besides the bom- 
basins, are shawls, and poplins, camblets, plaids, 
calimancoes, and other .worsted stuffs. 



There have also been established in Norwich, 

SILK MILLS 

Of considerable importance ; one of these adjoins the 
New Mills, and is worked by the same wheel as the 
water-works ; the other, is on the opposite side of the 
street, its motion being furnished by a beautiful 
steam-engine, of twenty-horse power ; both belong 
to the same proprietors. The business performed 
here is the winding and throwing of silk, in which no 
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less than 490 hands, chiefly young wemcn. aud chil- 
dren, are employed- The silk, thus manufacture^, 
is given to weavers, who form it info cr*pe, o$ rather 
gauze, ts the craping ofit is an after operation, ftpd 
is net done here, bnt ne%r London. About 499 
wearers are generally supplied with work from time 
machines* 

• \n Norwich, Resides the manitfwftre* above-men- 
tioned, and their dependent branches of combing, 
ojing, fcc. other sources of weqkh are found in the 
considerable breweries, in the corp, coal, and gene- 
ral carrying business, connected witfi tfre poft of 
Yarmouth, aqd in tip T|rpi ta&lttfeea e| refctf 
trade. 

PBIEF ACCOUNT OF T^B 

SEE AJSD THE CATHEDRAL CHURCp, 

The origin of this see is attributed to Sjgebertt 
kiog of the East Angle** vho, about the year 030, 
brought over Felix, a priest of Burgundy, aqd con- 
stituted him bishop, fixing his seat at Dpnwicb, m 
Suffolk, then the capital of the kingdom. About 
forty years after, the diocese was divided, Dunwich 
and £(orth Ehnham having each a bishop, in which 
state it continued till the year 870, when the two 
sees were again united, under Wyhred, at Ehnham. 
Owing to the devastation committed by the Danes, 
the see remained vacant nearly 1Q0 yearn, but was 
restored by Tfceojtored in 095.* Busing the reign of 



• According £o the common account, but there it evidence existing which 
t^nds to prove that be was tbhon \%9&, |f noj before. 
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the Conqueror, it experienced another change, being 
removed to Thetford; and, in die year 1094, was, 
by Herbert de Losinga, finally settled at Norwich* 

This prelate, having purchased the bishopric and 
ether ecclesiastical preferments of William Ruf us 
was enjoined by pope Pasoall II. to build certain 
churches and monasteries, as an atonement for these 
simoniacal practices. 

In obedience to this injunction, he laid the first 
stone of the cathedral, two years after ; and, in 
five more, had proceeded so far in his work, as to 
be able to place 60 monks in the priory, on the south 
side, endowing it with sufficient lands to maintain the 
same. 

There are no authentic records of the parts of the 
building raised by Herbert ; according to Blomefield, 
" the original church as left by him, was, tho whole 
choir, tower, and two transepts, with the north and 
south ailes of the choir, beyond the transepts, and 
the extent of it then was to the division between the 
nave and anti-choir, and no further. Eborard, hit* 
successor, built the whole nave or body of the church, 
and its two ailes, from the anti-choir or rood-loft- 
door to the west end." In the year 1171, it was 
injured by fire, but repaired by bishop John de 
Oxford in 1197. About 1247, Walter de Suffield 
built St. Mary's chapel (since destroyed) at the east 
end, which is supposed to have completed the edifice, 
as it stood previous to the year 1272 ; when the popu- 
lace, who had been assembled by the magistrates, in 
order to defend the city from the disorderly conduct 
of the monks, attacked the church, great part of 
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which they burnt, «Bdlilk^iat&y^ibe.«!«ribttfUrtifiiL 
It seems, in fsmmt* of the magistrate* of tbecjty * 
that they sent letters to the king, upon the, first, 
attack being made by the morir,s, apd their motive 
for convening the ciUaeus* appears to haw been- that 
of self-defence only ; but the.lamentahle eonseqpenae* 
which ensued are> a ; lesson for those who ihiok q£ 
redressing, or even preventing grievances* by tire 
agency of a mob. The prior William de Brunnsjn, 
and his monks, are, by most writers, accused o£ 
being thjft authors of all the mischief,* but these yiejya 
fathers, supported by their bishop and the, pope, 
cpuld well enough escape the punishment they 
deserved, whilst several of the principal citizens weg* 
condemned to pay laacge fines to the king, who, visited 
the place on the occasion, and a number of the infe- 
rior sort were put to death. Neither had the clergy 
been behind in censuring the conduct of the. assa*t- 
apts, for, being assembled by their bishop at Eye, 
sentence of excommunication was passed against all. 
who were concerned in the riots, and the, whole <$y 
was put under an interdict. 

Bishop Middleton repaired the Cathedral, with 
the aid of 3000 marks, the citieens wore condepined 
to pay, and the several contributions of the king,, 
<yaeen, and others. A new tower is likewise ftatd.to 
have been built, by Ralph de Walpole, at Jus own. 
expense ; but a late author conceives " this, event 



• Bartholomew Cotton, indeed, asserts, that the citizens were the aggressors, 
bet the general testimony of authors is against him, and it should also be 
remembered, that Cotton was himself a>menkof the same priory. 
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£* metre probably applies to the spire, the style of which 
rather than the tower, corresponds with that period.*" 
The cloister was begun hy this bishop, continued 
by other benefactors, and completed by bishop Aln- 
Wik in 1430. The central door-way, and great win* 
dow, at the west end, are likewise the work of the 
last-mentioned prelate. Bishop Percy, in 1361, with 
the assistance of his clergy, repaired the tower; 
which had suffered much damage by a violent storm, 

?*> and erected the present spire; Lyhart, the third 
bishop from Alnwik, laid a new floor, raised the 
stone roof of the nave, and made an altar tomb over 
the giteve of the founder. The stone roof of the 1 
choir, and the upper windows, were added by bishop 
GcMwell, about 1480; and bishop Nix, in 1509, 
repairing the two transepts, injured by fire, built a 
stone roof thereto. At the dissolution, the crucifixes, 
images, &c. were taken away, and the niches they 
stood in filled up. Part of the spire was struck 
down by lightning in 1601, this was, however, soon 
renewed, and nothing material is recorded after, till 
. the year 1643, when it was destined to suffer the 
fury of those profane miscreants who, supported by 
the hypocritical rulers of that age, committed all 
kinds of disorder, from a pretended regard to reform- 
ation and purity of religion, their real motives being, 
In most instances, the value of the plunder they 
obtained, and a diabolical spirit of rebellion against 
all true religion and social order. 



• Britton'i History of the Cathedral Church of Norwich. 
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These self-styled reformers entered all the 
churches, defacing the ornaments, breaking the win- 
dows, filing the bells, and robbing the stones and 
monuments of their brasses ; Sheriff Tofts, to his 
eternal infamy, is recorded to have stolen more than 
a hundred brasses from the cathedral alone. Thej 
demolished the organ, carried away the vestments, 
and other ornaments, which, together with the sing- 
ing-books and service-books, were burnt in the public 
market-place, and committed many other excesses, 
as forcibly described by bishop Hall, in his " Harp! 
Measure." 

The church was fitted up again, in the old manner, 
at the Restoration, and a new organ erected in the 
place where the former one had stood ; the corpora- 
tion of the city, at the same time, voted one hundred 
pounds, to assist in purchasing plate for the altar. 

Nothing more is recorded till 1740, when, Blome- 
field informs us, the church was in a very " nasty and 
ruinous condition," and that Dean Bullock then pro- 
moted, what had been long wanted, the repair and 
decoration of it. The whole inside was washed over, 
at the expence of the dean and chapter, the windows 
mended, the nave and ailes new paved, and the 
tower substantially repaired. In 1763, some repairs 
were done to the stalls, and the pavement of the 
choir laid anew. Owing to the negligence of some 
workmen, in 1801, a fire broke out at the west end 
of the roof; it consumed much of the timber, and 
n elte 1 the lead, but was happily extinguished before 
it had much injured the stone-work. The damaged 
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parts were shortly after repaired, as was nearly all 
the cathedral in 1806 ; and, in 1815* some features 
of which time had deprived the west front, were 
neatly and carefully restored. 

Thus we have narrated the chief events in the his- 
tory of this cathedral ; it now remains to give a gene- 
ral idea of its modern state, and to point out such 
objects as are most worthy of observation. 

The prevailing style of architecture has been pro- 
perly characterised, as that of the Normans — 
"The whole body of the cathedral, including the 
tower, may be said to consist of Norman architec- 
ture; except the upper tier of windows in the choir 
and the whole vaulting of the church; yet a small 
fragment of a column and arch against the east end 
of the tower, shew that the same design of Norman 
windows, as in the upper part of the nave,' originally 
continued round the choir, prior to the insertion of 
the large windows by bishop Goldwell.*" 

" The earliest part of the church, begun about the 
reign of William Rufus, still retains the cumbrous 
and massive character" of that age, " and the same 
style is continued through the nave, although raised 
in the reign of Henry I. This seems to have been 
done in order to preserve uniformity in the whole 
building."f But in the cloister, the spire, the great 
western window, the upper windows of the choir, 
and in the detail of other parts, the progressive in- 
troduction of a lighter taste is apparent. 

• Brltton'» Cathedral. t Ibid. 
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In taking a cursory view of the building, it may 
■ be convenient to begin at the western end. This 
contains a noble window, which, with the central 
door way, as before stated, was added by bishop 
Alnwik; the folding doors are carved in a beautiful 
manner. The four turrets, two of which are covered 
with stone cupolas, and the remaining ones with 
lead, had originally lofty spires. On entering at the 
principal door the impression is certainly of the sub- 
lime cast, the columns dividing the ailes, thirteen on 
a side are grand and being varied in form, product a 
greater idea of expanse on the mind of the spectator 
than an equal number of quite similar piers would be 
able to effect : the groined roof containing carvings 
from scripture is very fine, and the stone screen ex- 
tending across the nave entitled to notice: the two 
ailes are however low and meagre in proportion* 
Proceeding under the ropdrloft (now the organ-loft) 
we enter the choir: this consists of a part of the nave 
added to the space, beneath the tower, between the 
transepts: the stalls and seats are carved, and under 
the latter, which may be occasionally turned «p; 
this species of art is particularly employed as a vehi- 
cle of ridicule against the secular clergy. 

From hence is a beautiful view of the east or chan- 
cel end, with its painted windows, executed by the 
lady of the late dean Lloyd. The lanthorn within the 
tower is handsome, and the roof of the choir similar 
in execution to that of the nave, in those of the tran- 
septs also a repetition of the same kind of scriptural 
carving appears. Between the south transept and 
ailc is a very beautiful stone screen; at the east end 
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of this aife, (whkh turns semi-cireu*arly behind the 
attar), an eJef^ sculptured font; mid, nearly opp*. 
site 4o this, in the north aile, the ancient confession* "^ 
ary, it is an arched vault which was formerly very 
dark : t»* priest stood within the altar rails, and re- 
«erved>eo«foBsiou* through anapertnrelnthe wall which 
still remain*. Tfce cloister next demands attention* 
It presents much Variety of object: the windows, 
which were originally glazed; the sculptured Toof* 
containing designs both from scfrptnrfe and the legends 
of *the cathoKo church; and the lavatories are all 
remarkable as specimens of the' taste and manners of , 
the ages in which they were executed: the lavatories 
were used by the monks to wash m before entering 
their eating-hall *? there being as much good fellow- 
ship in washing as mealing together;" they are two i* 
number, and over one of them is a stone carving of a 
fox in a pulpit, in the habit of a senator priest, holding, 
up a goose to his auditory: in other parts of this 
building (arm most which were subject to the monks) 
*re carvings oppressive of Ihe great hatred the regu- « 
lars bore to the secular clergy.* 

The door-way at the north-east end of the cloister is 
another very curious specimen of architecture v. above 
it are a series of niches, with alternate ogee aad 
acutely pointed caftopies, containing the Deity, an 



• The regulars' were the monks, &c. who pretended to live-by the regiti*, 
-or rales of their fisunder*, *nd the seculars were the parish priests, The stand- 
ing antipathy between these two classes originated in the regulars having suf- 
ficient interest to get many of the parochial churches appropriated to them- 
selves. The evident proofs of their inveteracy may be seen in buildings which 
have belonged to either of them. See the last page, and the account of the 
church of S. Peter per Monntergate. 
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archbishop, airing, and four other statues; and be- 
neath the feet of most of them, are hieroglyphic vices. 
In this door-way, the mixture of the styles of different 
periods is considered singular. 
- , There .were formerly several chapels, adjoining 
to the chancel, some of which have been demolished, 
particularly a large one, dedicated to the blessed 
yirgin, the entrance to which was exactly at tip east 
end of the church. 
, The chapels now remaining are, 

That of St. Luke the Evangelist, at the south-east 
corner of the building; it is of the original erection of 
Herbert, and .of very singular shape, being formed 
J>y the connection of two portions of circles of di£* 
ferent sizes: it was at first the prior's chapel, and 
lias been long the parish church of the inhabitants of 
the precinct. 

Another of corresponding figure and foundation ; 
on the north-east, dedicated to the holy name of Jesus; 
this was the bishop's private chapel (until one was 
built for that purpose, to the palace) and is now the 
chapter-house. 

The chapel of St. Mary the less, called also Beau- 
champ's chapel, from the name of its founder; it is 
now the consistory. 
. With a few others of minor importance. 

The, cathedral church of Norwich is not remarkable 
for variety of ornamented tombs, there are however 
some of ancient date; a few of the most particular 
will now be noticed. 
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In the nave are: — Between the sixth and seventh 
south pillars an altar-tomb to chancellor Spencer 
long ago robbed of its brasses; it is said to be covered 
with a sort of touchstone, on which it was formerly 
customary to try money, and the dean and chapter 
formerly received certain rents upon it: — Between 
the seventh and eighth pillars the monument of 
bishop Nix; and in the next space that of bishop 
Parkhurst, much injured in the time of the civil wars; 
these two are arched over: — Nearly opposite, in the 
south aile, is a mural monument to the Rev. Dr. Por- 
ter: — Between the sixth and seventh north pillars, 
Ves a stone to the memory of the learned dean Pri- c> 
deaux, containing an inscription, composed by him- 
aelf ; it was formerly placed about six feet more to the 
southward, where he was interred : and between the 
ninth and tenth north pillars is an altar-tomb to Sir • 
James Hobart, attorney-general and privy counsel- 
lor to Henry VII. There was an inclosed chapel of 
the Hobart family in this place, which has long been 
laid open. 

In the chancel: — the monument of bishop Gold- 
well the most elegant, and indeed only one of its 
kind in the cathedral. It is an altar-tomb of white 
.marble, adorned with niches, canopies, &c. and a 
recumbent figure of the bishop in the usual vestments, 
as the cope, dalmatic, alb, stole, &c. all carved in a 
.Very rich manner. .The head of the eBgy is supported 
by cushions, and the feet rests against a crouching 
lion, on which is a book, and a small mutilated figure 
of a priest in the attitude of prayer. Above is a ca- 
nopy, enriched with panelling, ogee arches, freize, 
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and parapet; and, atth^top, the bishop's mum, rm. 
.AjLachief or* surmounted bj a Horn rampant arg; 
gatiedepoix* Great a gilt or geMe* well wit* a 
bunch of leaves and lowers placed in it. Against the 
pillar, adjoining to the altar-steps, it a moral jaona* 
ment for bishop Overall; and, within the rails, aa 
altar-tomb torfShr W» Boleyn, the greatgrandfather 
of Queen Elisabeth, the arms and atsariptiofts are 
all gone* 

On the opposite side of the chancel were buried the 
renowned Sir Thomas Erpingham and his two wives; 
In the centre of the space before the altar is the mo- 
nument of the foander, Herbert; this was erected bj 
the dean and chapter in 1682, it is inclosed by pali- 
sades, around it* sides are the arms of the bishopric, 
ihe dean, and prebends, and on the top a long latin 
inscription, which is said to have been composed by 
Dr.Prideaux: the original temb war destroyed, daring 
the profanation of the cfcaxeh, in the time of the 
usurpation. 

In the north aile is a monument to tfce memory of 
dame Elizabeth Calthorpe, widow, removed from the 
anti-choir :f and in Jesns-Chapel, that of Sir Thomas 
Windham, which was formerly in the Lady-Chapel. 
Sir Thomas was privy counsellor to Henry VIII. one 
of the knights of his body guard, vice admiral, &c. 

Of the external parts of the Cathedral, the west 
front has already been described. It is to be regret- 



• So Blomefteld and other a»thorl*et, baton the monument thereto do 
appearance of a chief or any other ordinary. 

t The anti-choir is between the screen bailt by Lyhart, and the organ-loft 
it was sometime* called th« chapel of St. Mary of pity. 
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ted that thi* noble edifice is so kid by trees, bonus, 
&c. as to prevent a thoroughly comprehensive view 
from any spot ; the best is from the south-east: here 
may be distinctly seen tbe tower and spire, the for- 
mer of very curious Norman architecture, with how- 
ever some small additions of, a later *late; the spite. 
of more modem erectfcm, is beantifaliy prtfportioned, 
and the highest in England, excepting that o* SaB*- 
bnry. The noble windows of the circular end, the 
flying buttresses, «&c. contribute to render this pros- . 
peet peculiarly fine; andthe style, fcaMfcalar shape, of 
St Luke's and Ac Jeans chapel*, demand attention: 
hew is also the closed entrarice formerly communi- 
cating with the Lady chapel. 

The exterior of the north transept presents, in a 
niche over the door, a statne, which k generally al- 
lowed to be that of bishop Herbert : Brown'*' post- 
humons works hrforms ns that it had in the time of 
that publication been lately discovered, having, for 
many ages before, been covered with plasater* 

Some of the principal Dimensions of tke Cathedral 

Extreme length from east to west. . . . 414£ feet, 
of tbe transepts 101 s 



_._^ breadth of aaveaedad^ailes JO 
Heigtfcof the spire W 

Length of eacbwalkof the cloister, about 177 



r THE BISHOP'S PALACB 

Stands on the north side of the cathedral; that 
built by Herbert is said to have been wholly pulled 
down by bishop Salmon, but Britton asserts, that 
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"the part immediately attached to the north aiie of 
the nave bears evident marks of being coeval with the 
oldest parts of the church:" this is now converted into 
different offices. Many additions have been made to 
the palace which was left by Salmon, although some 
portion of his erection, (particularly a hall which 
Blomefield assures us was 110 feet long, and 60 feet 
wide) has been demolished. The palace at present is spa- 
cious, but very irregular. It has an extensive garden 
in which is an insulated fragment of an old building 
covered with ivy; this is supposed to be part of the 
erection of bishop Salmon. The chapel is Compara- 
tively modern, having been built by bishop Reynolds 
soon after the restoration, ^f 

THE DEANERY 

Is situated on the south side of the church, and has 
also had additions at different periods; .it was the 
prior's lodge, but modern alterations have perhaps 
removed every portion of that original edifice. There 
are three ancient columns standing close by, which 
are the remains of an old building, formerly used as 
a workhouse for the precinct, and supposed to have 
been originally the dormitory of the monks; this 
was pulled down in 1804, but the interesting appear- 
ance of the pillars procured their preservation : vari- 
ous conjectures have been formed respecting their age, 
by one antiquary they are said to consist of Saxon 
materials, and Saxon architectural members, and 
supposed to have been removed from some chapel of 
more ancient foundation than the cathedral itself; 
others have attributed them to Herbert, and more 
recently the time of king Stephen or Henry II. has 
been assigned as the most probable date. 
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THE CHARNEL-HOUSE, (now the FRBB SCHOOL) 

At; the west end of the church, was founded hy 
bishop Salmon, who ordained four priests to sing 
mass in the chapel over it, for the souls of his father, , 
mother, his own soul, and tnose of the bishops of 
Norwich, his predecessors, and afterwards increased 
the number of priests to six. The upper close was the 
burial-ground to thischarnel, which was also permitted 
to receive the bones of any person buried in Norwich, 
provided they were clean and dry, " there to be de- 
cently reserved until the fast day." 

When St Giles's Hospital was granted to the city, 
it was stipulated by Edward the sixth, that the cor- 
poration should maintain one schoolmaster, and one 
usher under 14m, sufficiently learned, in the latin 
tongue, to teach children the art or science of gram- 
mar, and that they should teach them free, without any 
reward. The school was accordingly kept in the fra- 
ter, or firmary, of the dissolved convent of Black 
Friars in St. Andrew's; till the charnel-house, which 
had also bees dissolved, was purchased by the city, 
when it was removed to the upper charnel chapel. It 
has had a succession of very able masters, under whose 
mapagement some excellent scholars have com- 
menced their education. 

There are two principal gates communicating with 
the precinct, and one forming the entrance to the 
palace garden. The first place is due to the 

ERPIN6HAM GATE-HOUSE, 

Which leads to the west front of the cathedral. 
This very curious piece of architecture was built by 
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Sir Thomas Erpingham, as a penance for lbHaroTy.* 
The mouldings encompassing the arch, as well as two 
demtactangular buttresses are enriched with many 
small statues of saints, martyrs, kings, and confes- 
sors ; and with sereral trees, birds, & other ornaments; 
on scrolls trader the statues an inscription is repeated, 
M%ieh by Blomefield and others, has been read pentt, 
for penance; and by the late Dr. Sayers, yenk, an 
abbreviation for thank, and supposed expressive of 
the knight's thanks for the bishop's pardon. Tn the 
north spandril are shields containing emblems of the 
trinity, the ' crucifixion, and the encharist, and, in 
die opposite one, other shields with the arms of Stir 
Thomas, and his two wives; these are also distributed 
in other parts of the building: immediately over the 
arch is a shield of the five wounds, A statue is 
placed on each piHar, one said to represent a regular 
and die other a secular priest, and in the pediment is 
a kneeling figure of Sir Thomas, in a canopied niche: 
whether this was originally intended for its present 
situation or not is uncertain, it does net occur in a 
print in Brown's Repertorium, and Blomefield says 
it was afterwards found and placed here. On one 
side of this is the arms of the see, on the other that 
of the priory, and upon the gable are four pedestals 
which supported figures of the evangelists, now mu- 
tilated and chiefly gone. The whole of the gate, con- 
sidering the time it has been erected (upwards of 
four centuries) is in remarkably fine preservation* 



• Lollard was the Mine given by the monks to the first reformers. 
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vr. ctiwbrjit'*, or the moh astxry gate. 

The eld gate, with the church of St Ethelbert 
adjoining it, was burnt down in the contentions 
between the citizens and monks, in 1272, and, as a 
recompence in part for this and other injuries, the 
present one was built by the city. Over it is a cham- 
ber,, which was dedicated to St Ethelbert, and at 
fi^st, used as a chapel for those parishioners who 
lived without the precinct, but afterwards a priest 
officiated in it, who, having only the voluntary offer- 
ings of strangers to subsist on, it was disused a* a 
place of worship. In the two fronts of this gate, 
evident marks of its intention appear, Jhe west, where 
only an attack was to be expected, presents a defen- 
sive aspect ; it had no windows,, except four small 
apertures, which served as loop-holes for arrows, 
and the arch is smaller than that of the interior. On 
the spandrils is the figure of an armed man attacking 
a dragon, on each side of this is a niche in the but- 
tress, and above a row of similar niches, in all are 
pedestals, but only one statue. The pediment ia 
modern. The eastern front had evidently three 
windows, two of which were afterwards closed up : 
the upper part is, constructed of flint, with tracery of 
free stone. The roof within the arch is similar to 
that of the cloister. 

st. martin's palace gate. 

This is attributed to bishop Alnwik, who, it seems, 
did not live to finish it, as he made provision for that 
purpose in bis will. It has a large pointed arch of 
several mouldings, with shields and tracery on each 
side of it ; and above the Saxon letter M crowned, 
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tad blank shields, occur alternately. Tito principal 
door has much carving, as has also a smaller one, on 
which, amongst other ornaments, a heart and mitf& 
frequently appear, the supposed rebus of bishop 
Lyhart, who added this door. 

The precinct is enclosed by a wall on every side* 
except the east, where it is bounded by the river.* It 
Consists of the parish of St Mary in the Marsh* with 
a portion of the dissolved parish of St. Ethelbert, or 
8t. Albert, t The principal distinction now known Is 
dial of the Upper and Lower Close ; in the first is A 
green spot, pleasantly shaded with trees, and, in the 
other, a handsome square, which was made by dean 
Lloyd, in 1788 ; the rest of the precinct is 'chiefly 
distributed into gardens, <&c. The ferry, at the 
bottom of the Lower Close, is called Sandlin's Ferry, 
from one of that name w"ho formerly kept it. 

REVENUES, LIBERTIES, &C OF 'THE BISHOPRIC. 

This diocese is divided into four archdeaconries, 
viz. Norfolk, Norwich, Sudbury, and Suffolk ; it is 
composed of the county of Norfolk, 'containing 800 
parishes; that of Suffolk, m which are 537; and 
16 parishes in Cambridgeshire; making together 
1853, of which 385 are impropriate. 

The revenues of the bishopric were anciently very 
considerable, but were much diminished by Henry 



• The church of St. Mary stood on the «rath aide of the lowe* Qose, if, WM 
desecrated in 15<U. 

t By this parish being part within and part without the precinct, It was 
evidently of more ancient foundation than the Cathedral. 
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* , The revenues of the bishopric were anciently very 
considerable, but were much diminished tryiUmj 
VIII. who stripped it of all its manors, and gave in 
exchange only those belonging to the abbey of 
fit, Bennet at the holme, and the priory of Hicklmgt 
Its present value is said to be under £3,00a per anm 
' The liberties were always greater than those of amy 
other bishopric in England. At the time of the con* 
quest, it had the privilege of coining, and other 
advantages; at present, its bishops enjoy, as they 
always did, a power of union, or of uniting any two 
cures in their diocese, either by perpetual or per- 
gonal union : this Blomefield supposes to have arisen 
from the great number of very poor livings it contains* 
Each bishop may hold his primary visitation as soon 
as he pleases after being inthroned, and the customary 
fees are double those of an ordinary visitation, which 
should be held only every seventh year, computing 
from the time of the primaryoneT 

• The bishop nominates to the four archdeaconries 
he appoints the chancellor, principal registrar, and 
the commissaries and registrars to the archdeacons: 
also a high steward, a steward of courts, an auditor, 
bailiffs to the several manors, a general apparitor, and 
a porter to. the principal gate of the palace. 

* The arms of the see are — Az. three mitres labelled 
or, two and one. 

THE DEAN AND CHAPTER 

Were;first appointed by Henry VIII. in the place 
of the prior and convent, and were re-founded by 
charter in the reign of James I. The chapter con- 
sists of a dean and six prebends, five of which, as 

u 
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wall as the deanery, are in die gift of the king, feat 
fsssenW to by the lord chancellor, y 

Their revenues aad liberties are much the same as 
those formerly enjoyed by the prior and convent, 
the same manors, advowsons, impropriations, and 
other possessions ; the exclusive government of the 
precinct, in which they have power to hold a sessions 
of the peace, but the exercise of such power is dis- 
continued; the care of the church, &c. Statutes for 
their guidance, are preserved in a book, containing 
forty chapters, which are ordered " to be read dis- 
tinctly and plainly, in the English tongue, in the 
chapter-house, by the vice-dean, openly once a year, 
Sit four times ; all the ministers of the church being 
called together for that purpose." 

A vice-dean, receiver, and treasurer, are annually 
appointed from amongst the prebends. The other offi- 
cers are : — Eight minor canons, two of whom are gos- 
peller and epistoler, eight lay-clerks, an organist, 
eight choristers and their master, two vergers, two 
Sub-sacrists, and six poor men, or alms-men, who 
are nominated by the crown, and are to assist in 
cleansing the church and ringing the beH for prayers : 
a high steward who must be a nobleman, deputy- 
steward who is a barrister, a commissary, chapter- 
clerk, auditor, two coroners, &c. — a porter, ferry- 
man, and a beadle of the poor men, who is also bel- 
lows-blower to the organ. 

The arms of the deanery are the same as those 
formerly used by the prior, via. ar. a cross sable. 
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The chancellor is appointed T>y a patent from the 
bishop, confirmed by the dean . and chapter, hit 
office is the same as that which, before the reforma* 
tion, was performed by a vicar-general. 
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Tfl£ PARISH CHURCHES. 



ST. ANDREW, THE APOSTLE 

Is esteemed the best parochial church in the city, 
excepting that of St* Peter of Mancroft The old 
building was founded before the conquest, and, a 
considerable time after that aura, the patronage of it 
was given to the college of St. Mary in the fields, 
which, in 1340, succeeded also in obtaining the impro- 
priation of it. The ad vow son falling, at the dis- 
solution, to the crown, was purchased by the parish 
in 1559, of those to whom king Edward the sixth 
had granted it, and the minister has ever since been 
appointed by the parishioners. 

The tower was rebuilt in 1478, it has a clock and 
eight bells; and, in 1506., the church and chancel 
were rebuilt : the following curious verses were over 
the south door, but are now at the western end of 
the nave : - 

This Church was builded of timber, stone, and bricks, 
In the year of our Lord God X V hundred and six ; 
And lately translated frotn extreme Idolatry, 
A thousand Jim hundred and seven andfortie ; 
And in the first year of our noble King Edward, 
The Gospel in Parliament was mightily set forward. 
Thanks be to God. Anno. Dom. 1547, Decemb. 

The interior of this church is fitted up in a rery 
regular manner, it contains many monuments and 
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inscriptions, both of an early and later date. At the 
extremity of the north aile, formerly the chapel of 
St. Mary, is enclosed a splendid monument, on 
which are the recnmhent statues of an armed knight 
and a lady ; this was erected by Sir John Suckling, 
the poet, over the remains of his parents, Sir John 
Suckling and his wife. The organ was erected in 
1808. To the altar belong a handsome and costly 
set of plate, of which two noble flaggons, weighing 
nearly sixty ounces each, were given by Lawrence 
Goodwin, Esq. anno. 1704; and in the east window 
is the remaining painted glass, which formerly repre- 
sented the scriptural stories of the brazen serpent, 
and the stoning the sabbath breaker. 



st. Augustine's church 
Has a square tower, a nave, and two ailes, contain- 
ing nothing very remarkable. It is a rectory in the, 
presentation of the dean and chapter. 



ALL SAINTS, 

A rectory, the presentation of which belongs to the 
manor of Carrow. It contains a fine old font, with 
the twelve Apostles, St Michael and the Dragon* 
and other matters, carved on it. 



ST. BENNET, OR BENEDICT 1 , 

Is a small but ancient building, which has, however^ 
received some modern improvements. The steeple 
is round at the bottom, and octagonal at the top. 
This church is a perpetual curacy, in the gift of the # 
parishioners* 
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ST. CLEMENT THE MARTYR. 

- Tiiis ditirch is one of the most ancient in the city, 
and belonged originally to the manor of Tokethorpe : 
it » now a rectory, in the presentation of GonviHe 
and Cains College, Cambridge. It has a square tower, 
a nave without ailes, and a chancel; within are a 
few old brasses, and several neat modern monuments, 
and in the church-yard, opposite to the south door, is 
an old altar tomb to the memory of the parents of 
archbishop Parker; this is v whitened over annually 
previous to the commemoration sermon of that pre- 
late, which is preached in this church on ascension- 
day. There is also another old tomb, standing north 
and south, and called the Leper's tomb; tradition 
affirms that it was erected for a leper, who, being 
permitted burial here after having during his life re- 
quested a similar indulgence without effect in some 
other parishes, bequeathed his lands, &c. to this 
church. Blomefield has, however, shewn the false- 
hood of this tale, by proving that the pretended le- 
gacies were derived from other sources * 



s 



ST. EDMUND KING AND MARTYR, 

Was founded about the time of William the con- 
queror: it contains little worth notice at the present 
day. Amongst the relicks, formerly preserved here, 
was a piece of the shirt of St. Edmund, which was 
visited with great reverence. This church is a rec- 
tory in the gift of J. Brereton, Esq. ^ 



* He conjectures that this Leper died in the Lazar-hoose, without St. Au- 
gustine's gate, (now the Infirmary) which entitled bint to a burial here, as 
that building ii part of Si. Clemeut's parish. < 
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ST* bthblmued! 
Thift is perhaps one of the oldest churches m the 
city. Although bo account of its foundation occurs, 
yet we learn that a very ancient anchorage was kt 
the church-yard, and continued there till the refor- 
mation. The steeple is round below, and octangu- 
lar above. It is a curacy in the presentation of the 
corporation. 



ST. GEORGE TOM BLAND 

Has a hntdsome square tower, whioh contests 
ire bells, and was built by the parishioners in 1446* 
The nave, side ailes, and chancel, are covered with 
lead; they are meat within, and contain some hand- 
•ome monuments. Here are several galleries for the 
convenience of the congregation* The presentation 
belongs to the bishop of Ely. 



ST. GEORGE CO LEG ATE. 

A neat fabric, of which, according to Blomefield, 

" the tower was built about 1459, the nave rebuilt at 

the same time, the chancel was finished about 1498, 

the north aile with the chapel of St Mary at the east 

end, was built in 1504, and was called the New Isle, 

* 
and the south aile was almost finished in 1513, with 

the chapel of St Peter at the east end." 

The interior is neat, it has a good organ, and the 
pews, pulpit, &c. are all of wainscot. On the south 
side .of the chancel stands a fine altar-tomb for Robert 
Jannis, a benefactor to this church, and a considera- 
ble one to the city; the inscription is ohiefly gone, 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



1«0 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

but his merchant-mark, between die initial letters of 
his name, still remains. There is also a beautiful 
mural monument for John Herring, Esq. (mayor in 
1790) and several other handsome ones. 






6T. GILES 

Was founded in William the conqueror's time, by 
Elwyn the priest, on his own estate; he gave it to 
the monks of Norwich, and it is now a donative in 
the hands of the dean and chapter, as the monks' 
successors. In ancient evidences this church is 
frequently called St. Giles on the hill, and is indeed 
on a considerable eminence, commanding an exten- 
aiy e view of the lower parts of die city. 
; It was wholly rebuilt in the reign of Richard the 
second, and is justly considered as one of the hand- 
somest churches in Norwich. The chancel has been 
demolished ever since 1581, when the dean and 
chapter, to acquit themselves of the expence of re-* 
pairing it, gave all the old materials to the pariah, 
for " a stock to be put out for the encouragement of 
poor traders." The tower is square, 120 feet in 
height, contaips a clock and eight bells, and 
has a dome, or cupola at the top, surrounded 
by a battlement. The nave is 81 feet long, 
and has two ailes of the same length. The pillars 
supporting the roof are very slender, and, the 
windows of a noble size, and built in a light and 
elegant manner. A modern gallery has been erected 
at the west end, and the whole church is fitted up in 
a neat style. The altar-plate is costly, and all double 
gilt, amongst it are two flaggons weighing together 
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above 10d ounces; the whole weregivea by Robt. Snell, 
gent, in 1736, and with the money procured by the 
sale of the old plate, was purchased the branch whtefti 
now hangs in the nave. 

There are many old brasses, and amongst the mo- 
dern monuments, which are pretty numerous, the 
most elegant is that to the memory of Sir Thomas 
Churchman, knt. 

It seems there were formerly several altars, images, 

&e» with Hghts burning before them, in this church. 

/ 

ST. GREGORY, 

This is an ancient building, the date of which is not 
ascertained. In 1804, the chancel was rebuilt, and 
the churchyard .much enlarged, and, in 1537, the 
church was covered anew with lead : it consists of a 
nave and two ailes, with chapels at their east ends; 
the interior of all being handsome and convenient. 

The font is of very large size, and has a top of 
an octagonal shape ; on four of its sides are the 
four Evangelists, and on the remaining ones, 
figures representing the four quarters of the world, 
Ac. A fine brass reading desk, in the shape of 
an eagle with expanded wings, stands in the nave. 
About the altar is a considerable quantity of carving, 
and the altar cloth is curiously embroidered; be- 
neath the altar is an arched common passage. 

Amongst the monuments is a fine mural one to the 
memory of Sir Francis Bacon, a judge in the court 
of KingVbench, in Charles the seconds time, his 
altar-tomb stands below it, a little to the west, and 
contains a very long latin inscription. There are 
several others, and many ancient brasses. 
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The tewer is square, and from the top of it nim 
a spire of timber, covered with lead, remarkable for 
being the only one in Norwich, excepting thai of the 
cathedral; it was erected in 1597, bat being consi- 
dered unsafe, part of it was taken down a few years 
since, and the remainder surmounted with a cupola. 
In the tower is a peal of eight bells, given by the 
parishioners in 1819. 

This church, haviog been formerly appropriated 
to the cathedral priory, is now a perpetual coiaey 
• in the nomination of the dean and chapter* & 

THE CHURCH OF ST. HELEN 

Will be described with the hospital of St. Giles, of 
which it forms a part 

ST. JAMES 

Was a well endowed rectory till the year 1201, 
when it was appropriated to Norwich priory, and is 
bow a peculiar of the dean and chapter. The church 
is small, and not remarkable either externally or 
internally. 

/ — 

ST. JOHN BAPTIST OF MADDERMARKET 

Is one of the most ancient churches in the city, 
haying been founded before the survey made in 
Edward the Confessor's time, and dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity and St. John the Baptist. The building 
is roomy, and consists of a nave, two ailes, two 
porches, and a fine tower, containing six bells. 

In this church are many ancient sepulchral incrip- 
tions, and several mural monuments of a later date. 
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The lady Margaret duchess of Norfolk, second wife of 
Thomas duke of Norfolk (who was beheaded in the 
reign of queen Elizabeth) was interred with great pomp 
on the north side of the choir, in 1563, and in the year 
1791, a mural monument to her memory was erected 
over a pillar, near the spot, by her descendant John 
lord Walden. 

This church is a rectory, in the patronage of the 
custos and fellows of New College, Oxford, to whom 
it was granted by Henry VI. 



ST. JOHN SEPULCHRE, 

This is dedicated to St. John Baptist and the Holy 
Sepulchre ; it consists of a lofty tower with five bells, 
a nave, two transepts, and chancel. There is nothing 
remarkable in the interior. It is a perpetual curacy, 
in the nomination of the dean and chapter, y 

ST. JOHN BAPTIST OF TIMBERHILL 

Was founded soon after the priory of Norwich, 
and, in a short time, became appropriated to that 
house, to which it always continued to belong, 
and is now a perpetual curacy, in the gift of the dean' 
and chapter. The tower fell down in 1784, and did 
some damage to the west end of the church, which 
was soon after repaired, but the tower has not been, 
restored. The church consists of a nave, chancel, 
and two ailes, with ehapels at the east ends. The 
interior is neat, but contains no monuments or other 
remarkable objects. / , » 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



IM HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

ST. JULIAN. 

A smajl ancient church, founded before the co«-» 
quest. It has a round steeple, and on the south. side 
may be seen an ancient entrance (now disused) in the; 
true Saxon style. There was a very celebrated an^ 
chorage, in the churchyard, which was demolished 
at the dissolution. It is a rectory in the presentation 
of the lord of Carrow, 



ST. LAWRENCE. 

This church, as mentioned in the account of the 
parish of St. Lawrence, was founded in the Confes- 
sor's reign, and on the very spot which was anciently 
a quay for landing fish. It was a rectory, the profits 
of which were at first divided between the abbey and 
the rector, and the yearly payment of a last of her- 
rings was also reserved to the former. About the 
time of William II. the two medieties were joined, 
.but the herrings continued to be paid till that of 
Henry III. when they were compounded for by a 
pension of forty shillings, which was not released till 
Henry the seventh's reign. The abbey conveyed the 
adyowson into private hands before their dissolution, 
but for many years it has either been presented %o by 
the crown, by lapse, or held by sequestration. 

The old church was pulled down in 1460, and the 
new one completed about twelve years after : it is a 
fine regular building, with a noble tower, 112 feet 
high, containing six bells. In the spandrils of an 
arched door, on its western side, are two old carvings; 
one of which represents the martyrdom of St. Law- 
rence, who is said to have been broiled to death. 
The saint, is seen, lying on a gridiron, and soldiers 
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tending the fire. The emperor Decian, promoter of 
this cruel operation, is falling tinder ttye stroke of a 
•word given by the father almighty, who is re- 
presented as a king crowned. The second carving 
represents Danish soldiers shooting arrows into the 
body of king Edmund, and, near at hand, the head 
of tiiis martyr lying in some bashes: for the legend 
informs ns, that, being unable to put him to death 
with arrows, they smote off his head and threw it in 
a thicket, where a wolf not only refrained from de- 
vouring it himself, but preserved it from all other 
animals of prey, till it was found by the christians. 

The windows of this church are large and hand- 
some, and formerly contained some beautiful painted 
glass, which was all demolished in 1643. It is fitted 
up in a modern and handsome manner, and contains 
several old brasses, but no mural monuments. 

/ 

ST; MARGARET 

Is a rectory, but of so little value, that the patrons 
have generally neglected it, and it h* s been customary 
for the king or bishop to present. The building is 
not remarkable, nor does it contain any tomb or 
inscription of note. In the tower>are five bells. 



ST. MARTIN IN COSLANY, 

Or St. Martin at the Oak, which name it received 
from a large oak, formerly standing in the church- 
yard, with the image of the Virgin Mary in it : this 
was much visited by the people in the time of super- 
stition, and many legacies were given towards repair- 
ing, dressing, and painting it The idol was removed 
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soon after the accession of Edward the sixth, and the* 
tree in all probability cut down :' the oak now growing 
there, it appears by the parish register, was planted 

in 1656, 

The ehurch consists of a nave, chancel, and soutfe 
aile; the last being the addition of Thomas Wilkin, 
alderman, who died m 141>1 : within are afew tombs 
and brasses. It has a square tower, containing three 
bells, and is a curacy in the nomination of the dean 
and chapter. . 

ST. MARTIN AT PALACE, 

. Or St. Martin at the plain, has the former name 
from standing opposite the principal entrance to the 
bishop's palace. It was founded before the conquest, 
purchased by bishop Herbert, and annexed to the 
bishopric, afterwards appropriated to the prior and 
convent, and is now a curacy in the donation of the 
dean and chapter. 

The church consists of a nave, two ailes, and a 
chancel; and contains a few tombs and ancient 
inscriptions. The upper part of the tower is modern. 

■ — / 

ST. MART # 

Was probably of ancient foundation : about 1298, 
Thomas de Lingcole, or Lincoln,* was buried before 
the altar of the Holy Trinity, at the north-west part 
of the nave, and gave a wax taper find a lamp to burn 



* Blometeld sayi he was t wealthy tanner, and one of theeity batSAim 
1275 and U81. 
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UK as i# shewn by an inseriptioa in tkatphceia 
Norman French. 

The tower is round, and is, perhaps, the original 
erection, bat the other parts of the building, vis. 
tjbenaye, two transepts, and chancel, were wholly 
rebuilt in 1477. The inside, which contains few 
monuments, is neat, and the communion {date 
valuable. 

It is a donative, in the donation of Marquis 
Tovnshend. ^ 

ST. MICHAEL COSUaNY, 

Commonly called St. Miles, is a spacious and 
—.handsome building. The nave is said to have been 
rebuilt by John and Stephen Stallon, the former of 
whom was sheriff in 1511, and the latter in the fol- 
lowing year. The south aile was begun by Gregory 
Clerk, who died in 1479, and finished by his son, 
who was mayor in 1514 ; at the east end of it is a 
chapel (dedicated to the Virgin Mary) encrusted 
externally with cut flint, in tracery of free stone, of 
peculiar beautiful workmanship :* two of its windows 
contain some painted glass, in which the heads of 
the figures are wanting. 

The interior of this church, particularly the chan- 
cel, is handsomely decorated ; the altar has a wain- 
scot frontispiece, with pilasters of the Corinthian 
order, a painting of the resurrection by Heins,f and 

• From tie very beautiful appearance of this wall, it baa been compared 
U certain old cabinets inlaid with ivory. 

jt Portrait, and not history, seems to hare been Heine's forte: the fow 
Evangelists, two of which are painted on each side of the principal picture* 
t fair* aort merit than this has. 
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is pared with black and white marble, which was 
purchased from the private chapel of the late earl of 
Yarmouth, at Oxnead in Norfolk, and presented by 
Mr. Win, Tuck, to this church. In a chapel, at the 
north east, is an altar tomb to Mr. Faucit, a consi- 
derable benefactor to this parish and the city at large 5 
there are also some ancient brasses, and modern 
mural monuments, of which that, to the memoir of 
Edmund Hooke, Esq. barrister at law, is the hand- 
somest. The tower is square, lofty, and contains 
eight musical bells. 

It is a rectory, in the patronage of Gonville and 
Cauis college, Cambridge. 



ST. MICHAEL AT PLEA. 

So named because the archdeacon of Norwich 
holds his pleas or courts in it. It has a nave> chan- 
cel, and two transepts, one of which was the chapel 
of St. John Baptist, and the other that of the Virgin 
Mary. 

It contains several old paintings of the crucifixion, 
resurrection, &c. on pannel ; and a few monuments, 
none of which are very ancient. 

This church is a rectory, the presentation of which 
belongs, alternately, to the manors of Horsford and 
Sprowston, in the county of Norfolk. 



ST. MICHAEL AT THORN, 

Is called, in ancient evidences, ad Spinas, or at 
the thorns: a large one is still growing in the church- 
yard. The building is small and uninteresting, and 
is a donation in the gift of lord and lady Suffield. 
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8T. PAUL. 

A round tower, which had recently an octagonal 
top, but which is now repairing with a circular one 
•f white brick ; a nave, north aile, and a chancel, 
compose this building, which though large is by no 
means, handsome, nor does it contain any thing worth 
notice, except a few old brasses. It is a peculiar of 
t^e dean and chapter. 



ST. PETER OF MANCROFT. 

In the place of this formerly stood a church dedi- 
, cated to St Peter and Paul, founded by earl Ralph 
Waiet, and by him given to his chaplains; it was 
afterwards bestowed by William the Conqueror on 
his own chaplain, who, on entering the abbey of 
Gloucester, gave his church to the members of that 
foundation, yet William Turb then bishop would not 
suffer the impropriation of it to them : it was after- 
wards impropriated to the college of St. Mary in the 
fields, and, soon after, the old church was pulled 
down and a new one began. It passed from them, 
through the hands, of various possessors, till in 1581, 
it was conveyed to feoffees, in trust for the pa- 
rishioners, they having purchased the same. 

The present church, completed in 1455, is a fine 
building of free stone, greatly superior to any other 
parochial church in this city: it has a handsome 
square tower, 100 feet high, containing a celebrated 
peal of twelve bells ; (its ringers too are justly famed) 
it has also a nave, and two aisles, each 90 feet long, 
with a chapel at the eastern end of each, two tran- 
septs, and a handsome chancel of large dimensions. 



*>& 
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Its interior answers the expectations raised by a view 
of the outside, the pillars supporting the roof of the 
nave, with the arches surmounting them, are in a 
lofty and slender style; the altar is raised to an emi- 
nence, contributing to the effect; the windows are 
large and numerous; and the general appearance of 
the whole light and roomy: the cleanliness exhibited 
is also very praiseworthy. Of its decorations and 
ornaments, the crimson furniture of the altar is 
elegant, and the plate exceedingly grand; in particular 
a superb standing cup and cover given by Sir Peter 
Gleane knt. in 1633, embellished with the scriptural 
account of Abigail bringing presents to David, &c. 
the altar-piece, representing the delivery of Peter 
from prison, was painted by Catton, a native of 
Norwich; and the eastern window is full of beautifuj ^ 
painted glass. The organ, erected in 1707, is large 
and well-toned. Several monuments are contained 
here, many of the ancient ones have lost their in- 
scriptions, and one or two mentioned by Weever as 
existing in his time, are no longer to be found: the 
modern monuments are numerous, amongst them is 
a mural one to the memory of the learned Sir Thomas 
Brown, and another to that of his lady: also a neat 
one for the Rev. John Peel, who was thirty-eight 
years upper minister to this church, and died in 1804, 
much respected. There are others worthy of notice, 
which our limits do not permit us to mention. 

In the vestry are contained some old books, 
amongst which is a beautiful manuscript bible, writ- 
ten on vellum, in 1340, and a still more ancient ma- 
nuscript, containing all the epistles of St, Paul, with + 
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a comment ; this is beautifully illuminated. Here is 
an old painted carving] in alabaster, of nine female 
saints, containing St. Margaret, holding down a 
dragon; St. Hilda, with a book and pastoral staff; 
St. Barbara, with the tower and palm branch, <fec. 
an old painting of St. Paul, one of the resurrection, 
and a piece of tapestry on the same subject; and also 
a portrait of the celebrated Sir Thomas Brown. y 



ST. PETER OF HUNGATE,* 

Is amongst the churches of most ancient foundation 
in the city, and was wholly rebuilt in 1458, by John 
Paston, Esq. and Margaret his wife. ' It is of black 
flint, and in the form of a cross; composed of a tower, 
nave, chancel, and two transepts. The inside is 
neat, and the altar contains some curious old plate. 

It is a rectory in the presentation of the crown. 

— y 

ST. PETER PER MOUNTERGATE, 

Had its name from a gate placed near the ehureh* 
yard, at the foot of the castle- mount. The old 
church was a rectory in the patronage of Roger 
Bigod, and by him given to the prior and convent 
of the Holy Trinity, who, assisted by several bene- 
factions, rebuilt it in 1486. It is a good building, 
but exhibits no particularly beautiful architecture. 
The tower is square and has five bells, and the whole 
of the church is covered with lead. In the chancel 
are twenty four stalls, which belonged to a college 
of secular priests, at the north east corner of the 

* The reason of this term is given in page 49. 
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church-yard : they were dedicated to the Holy Trinity, 
but are not mentioned in any public evidences, be- 
cause they had no certain endowment On these 
stalls are many singular carvings, and as in similar 
places which were appropriated to the use of the 
monks, it was customary by the agency of this art 
to ridicule the seculars; here the seculars in their 
turn, equally reflected on the monks. 

A large enclosed tomb, on the south side of the 
altar rails, was erected in 1623, to the memory of 
Richard Berney, Esq. and Elizabeth Ins wife: it 
contains their recumbent effigies, the arms of their 
families, viz. Berney and Hobart, and emblematical 
f figures of faith, hope, and charity. In the nave, 
vbout eight feet from the font, was buried that worthy 
citizen Thomas Codd, who was mayor in Rett's 
rebellion : the stone had lost its brasses long before 
Blomefield's time, but contained an inscription which 
had been subsequently cut upon it. We regret to 
have to add that it has been since altogether removed, 
and have therefore, as a small tribute, copied the- 
inscription from that author. 

M. S. 
Hie jacet, etpcr annos CXV 

Jacuit, quod mortale fuit, 
Sed non <juod reliquum fuit, 

Viri istras Boni & Benefici. 
THOME CODD quondam 
Senioris, et Rebellanti KETTO 

Opportuni, Fidelia, et strenui, 
Civitatis hujus Norwici Majoris. 

Ne ignorarent Posteri, cui Haec 
Parochia, imo Civitas norw : 

Tantum debent, notum esse 
Pie voluit, omnium qui bene 

FeceruBt, Gratissimus Cultor, 
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Near this stone was another, containing an old 
inscription to the memory of his wife. 

This church is now a curacy, in the nomination 
of the dean and chapter. / 

ST. PETER SOCTHOATE. 

An ancient church, with a square steeple, nave, 
and chancel, and a small chapel on the north side; 
none of which are at all remarkable. It is a rectory, 
in the presentation of the bishop, as abbot of St, 
Benedict. 

X 

ST. SAVIOUR, 

Or the church of the transfiguration, was appro- 
priated, in bishop John de Oxford's time, to the 
almoner of the cathedral convent; and is now a pe- 
culiar of the dean and chapter. It has a good square 
tower, a nave, and chancel, the inside of which is 
neat, and contains some modern monuments. 

ST. SIMON AJ¥D JUDE. 

Before the see of East Anglia was removed to 
Norwich, the bishops of it possessed a house near 
thte spot; and, as this church was then the bishop's 
own, it is consequently one of the oldest in the city. 
The nave and chancel contain a few old brasses and 
some monuments of the Pettus family (formerly very 
considerable in this parish): on the principal one 
lies, in complete armour, a figure of Sir John Pet- 
tus, the first of the family who was knighted. The 
tower is square, with five bells in it. 

It is a rectory, in the presentation of the bishop 
of the diocese. 
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ST. STEPHEN 

Was founded before the conquest, as. a chapel for 
the sick and needy belonging fo the castle, who dwelt 
in an infirmary hereabouts : the present building is 
however of much later date. It is composed of a 
nave, with two ailes, a chancel, and two small cha- 
pels, all of very neat and regular workmanship; 
together with a plain square tower. The windows 
are large and numerous, and one at the east end is 
full of painted glass. The nave appears to have been 
finished in 1550, and the ehancel was repaired, or 
more properly rebuilt, about thirty years before. 
The fitting up of the nave is regular, that of the altar 
handsome, and in the former is a good organ erected 
in 1814, with a neat gallery of gothic workmanship. 
Here are several old brasses, and many handsome 
mural monuments of the last and present centuries. 

In the vestry is a manuscript description of the 
church, written by Mr. Mackarell (an inhabitant of the 
parish) about 1729: it contains copies of all the in- 
scriptions at that time, and neat coloured drawings of 
the arms. In the same place is preserved an alabas- 
ter carving similar in execution to that in the neigh- 
bouring church of St. Peter, except that these are 
all male saints. 

ST. SWITHIN, 

A neat church, which contains several monuments 
and ancient inscriptions. The altar-piece is a paint- 
ing of Moses and Aaron, and the plate valuable. On 
the font are carved emblems of the trinity, eucharlst, 
and passion, and the arms of East-Angiia. This is a 
rectory, in the presentation of the bishop of Norwich. 

/ 
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There are four churches in the hamlets, viz. — 

EARLHAM CHURCH, 

A small building dedicated to St Mary. It has a 
low square tower, a nave, chancel, and a small 
chapel of St. John Baptist, and is a vicarage, subject 
to the archdeaconry of the county of Norfolk. 



/ 



RATON CHURCH, 

Dedicated to St Andrew the apostle ; it is of 
ancient foundation, and a curacy, in the gift of the 
dean and chapter. The building is not remarkable. 



HEIGHAM CHURCH. 

A neat church, consisting of a nave, with a south 
aile, north porch, and chancel; the tower is square, 
and has three bells. Here is a mural monument to / 
the memory of bishop Hall, and other memorials."^ 
It is a rectory, in the presentation of the bishop of 
Norwich, having always been appendant to the 
manor, which formerly belonged to the abbot of 
St. Bennet at the holme. 



1AKENHAM CHURCH 

Was dedicated to St John Baptist, and all the 
Saints : it is a small but neat building, and contains 
some handsome modern monuments. The tower is 
square, and has three bells. This church is a vicar- 
age, in the nomination of the dean and chapter. 

Besides these, there is, in Queen-street, the French 
church, formerly belonging to the parish of St. 
Mary the Less, which being united to that of St. 
George, soon after the reformation, this church was 
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granted by the dean and chapter, for 500 years, to 
the city. It was afterwards used as a hall for ^he 
sale of yarn, country dealers heing prohibited from 
selling any where else within the city ; and, in 1637, 
was granted for a place of worship to the French or 
Walloon congregation, by whom it was refitted in 
the manner it now appears. The performance of 
divine service, after having for some time been dis- 
continued in it, has lately been revived. It is a 
plain building, consisting of a square tower, nave, and 
chancel. , 



PARTICULAR SERMONS, &c. 

AT DIFFERENT CHURCHES. 



The Combination Sermons, at the cathedral, were, 
till the great rebellion, preached at the cross, in the 
green yard, which is now included in the bishop's 
garden. On these occasions, the bishop and chan- 
cellor heard the sermon from a window of the palace; 
the dean and prebends, the corporation, and other 
principal persons, had covered seats contrived for 
them ; and other auditors were accommodated with 
long forms, &c. on payment of a trifling fee. Over 
the preacher's head hung a board, on which were 
painted the arms of the principal benefactors to these 
sermons, viz. Sir John Suckling, Sir John Pettus, &c. 
and, inthe prayer, these were particularly commemo- 
rated. During the usurpation the pulpit was removed 
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to the green yard, adjoining St Andrew's Hall, and 
afterwards the sermons were preached there ; but the 
heir*, of the benefactors refusing to contribute, unless 
agreeable to the wills, they were preached at the 
original place, it was, after sopae consultation, finally 
settled that they- should be preached in the cathedral 
every Sunday morning, as the practice at present 
remains. 

It is incumbent on the corporation to attend these 
sermons, and although this has not been much re- 
garded lately? there was once an instance of a 
mandamus being sent down to enforce it. 

It has been customary also for the corporation to 
attend divine service at the cathedral on the following 
days, viz. Restoration of Charles II.; the Icing's 
birth-day; king's accession ; gunpowder treason ; the 
guild-day, and on all general fasts appointed by 
authority. 
« Commemoration Serfnow at other Churches, are — 

On the new year's day, alderman Fawcet's* at St. 
Michael Coslany; twelfthday; alderman Anguish's, 
at St. Edmund's; 17th May, alderman Bernard 
Church's, alt St. John's Sepulchre, (once in two 
years); <Ascensiote*day, archbishop Parker's, at St. 
Clementls ; first Sunday in August, Sir John Pet- 
tasfa, 8t* Simon's and Jude's; 19th of August, (once 
.in seven- years) Sir Joseph Payne's at St. Gregory's; 
1st of August, (once in seven years) Mr. Salter's, at 
,St. Michael. at Plea; 28th of October, alderman 
Maltby's, atfiti Mary's m r rjEriday after St. Simon and 
Jude, lady SuqklingX at St; Andrew's; and the 
Sunday following, Sir John Suckling's, at the same 
18. 
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place ; Sunday before St. Thomas, alderman Thomas 
Codd's, at St. Peter's per Mountergate : at all of 
which the corporation are expected to attend, as 
also at St. Peter's Mancroft, on Good Friday ; and 
at the Hospital Sermon, preached in St. Helen's 
church, on the Wednesday in Easter week. 

Hall's Sacramental Lecture, is a monthly lecture, 
founded by Mr. Thomas Hall, who died 1716. It 
is appointed to be preached on the Friday before the 
first Sunday in every month," alternately at the four 
following churches, viz, St. Peter's Mancroft, St. 
Andrew, St. George's Colegate, and St. John's Tim- 
be rhill. 



CHAPELS 

BELONGING TO THE DIFFERENT DISSENTING 
CONGREGATIONS. 



TUB ROMAN CATHOLICS 

Have two neat chapels; one situate on the west side 
of St. John's Maddermarket church, and the other 
in Willow lane, recently erected from a design of 
Mr. Patience, of this city, architect. The dimen- 
sions of this chapel are about ninety feet by forty 
feet. The entrance front is in the Palladian style ; 
the ground story having a portico of the Ionic order, 
extending from side to side. The principal story is 
surrounded with a Corinthian entablature, supported 
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by pilasters. The chapel is entered underneath the 
gallery screen of columns, of the Ionic order, facing 
which is the sanctuary. This chapel belongs to the 
college of Jesuits, at Stonyhurst. 



Norwich contains several chapels belonging to the 
various denominations of dissenters, some of which 
are of a superior kind, and fully entitled to notice. 



THE OCTAGON, ST. OEOROB S COLE6ATE. 

This chapel, which has been so frequently admired 
for the neatness and elegance of its interior, was 
erected by Mr. Ivory, in 1756. The plan, as may 
be supposed from its name, is an octagon, surmounted 
by a dome, supported by eight pillars of the Corin- 
thian order. It contains a fine-toned organ. The 
congregation who formerly attended here were Pres- 
byterians, but for some years past the Unitarians 
have occupied it. 

A secession having taken place from the above 
congregation, the seceders opened a chapel in the 
parish of St. Andrew, formerly a school-room, in 
which they have a small organ. 



THE INDEPENDENTS 

Have a commodious meeting-house situate in St. 
George's Colegate, and another opposite the church 
in St. Peter's Hungate. 



19. 
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THK BAPTIST CHAPELS 

Are six in number, situate as follows— St. Mary's, 
Pottergate Street, St George's, White Friars, Union 
Place, and St. Andrew's* There is also small chapel 
in Cherry lane, now in possession of a Baptist con- 
gregation. 



METHODIST CHAPELS. 

The two principal chapels belonging to this deno- 
mination of Christians, are " Calvert Street," and 
" St. Peter's ; " the latter situate in Lady's lane. 
There are also several in and about the city, belong- 
ing to the Ranters, or Primitive Methodists. 



THE QUAKERS 

Have a chapel in the Gildencroft and one 'recently 
erected in the Lower Goat lane, under the superin r 
tcndence of Mr. Patience, and is considered in all 
respects remarkable for its simplicity yet boldness of 
effect, reflecting great credit on the abilities of the 
architect. The principal building is about sixty feet 
by forty feet, and stands within aa area,* inclosed 
with iron railings, the whole of tho elevations being 
of white brick, with stone dressings. The approach - 
is under a Doric portico, with four columns upon an 
elevated landing of five steps. The building receives 
most of the tight from the roof lantern, comprising an 
area of 600 feet; The interior fittings and seats are 
all of wainscot. 

Behind the above-mentioned building is another, 
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about forty feet by twenty-five feet, for the use of the 
female Friends at their quarterly meetings. 



A new synagogue for the use of the Jews was 
erected in 1828, on St. George's Tombland. 



SUPPOSED NUMBER OF PROTESTANT DISSENTERS 
IN NORWICH IN 1828. 

Baptists. St: Mary's Meeting 500 

Ditto . St. Clement's 700 

Ditto Providence Chapel 200 

.Ditto Mr. Green's congregation .... 150 

Ditto '. Reboboth Chapel 200 

General Baptists Friary Yard 100 

Friends 1 '. Gilden Croft and Goat Lane . . 300 

Independents ........ Old Meeting 700 

Ditto ;...,,.. Prince's Street Chapel 800 

Ditto Crook's Place Chapel 200 

Independent Methodists, Ebenezer Chapel 200 

Johnsonians 100 

La , d n y n£^ gd0D ' 8 1 • • Tabernacle 900 

connexion y 

Methodists { C a ih e ape? tr . ee *.??f. f^.^* \ 2000 

Primitive Methodists. . Rose Card and Peafield 400 

Swedenborgians St. Andrew's 150 

Unitarians Octagon Chapel 500 



Total . . 8,200 



20. 
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MONASTIC AND OTHER RELIGIOUS 
INSTITUTIONS, 

PREVIOUS TO THE REFORMATION. 



Tbe principal one was the Benedictine priory, 
founded by Herbert ; of this sufficient for our purpose 
has been said in tbe account of tbe cathedral, &c. 

There was also a small priory of tbe same order on 
Mousehold, opposite Bisbop's-bridge ; this too was 
founded by Herbert, previous to the erection of the 
cathedral, and tbe chief of the monks afterwards 
removing to the new priory, tbis small one was con- 
tinued as a cell to it : it bad much resort on account 
of a miraculous image of king Henry tbe VI. At the 
dissolution it was granted to Thomas, duke of Norfolk, 
whose son Henry, earl of Surrey, built a sumptuous 
palace on tbe site. Near this priory was a chapel of 
St. Michael, which was served by tbe monks till the 
dissolution, and was afterwards the rendezvous of 
Kett and his associates, whence it is still called Kett's 
castle. Little of either of these buildings now remain, 
having been chiefly destroyed by tbe rebels. 



BENEDICTINE NUNNERY, 

At Carrow: Seyna and Leftelina, two sisters of some 
ancient foundation in this city, began the erection of 
tbis monastery, A. D. 1146. King Stephen was a 
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considerable benefactor. It was dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary; consisted of a prioress and nine nuns, 
and was granted at the dissolution, to Sir J. Shelton, 
Knt The boundary wall, a portion of which re- 
mains, enclosed an area of about ten acres. 



CHAPEL IN THE FIELDS 

Was founded about 1250, by Sir John le Bran, 
priest. It was at first designed for a hospital, but in 
a short time became a noble college, consisting of a 
dean (the founder being the first) a chancellor, pre- 
centor, treasurer, and seven* other prebends : it had 
alse six conducts or chantry priesta, who celebrated 
masses daily for the souls of their respective founders. 
The premises were extensive, and were granted by 
Henry the eighth to Miles Spencer, the last dean. 
The theatre and assembly-house are built on part of 
its site. 

AUSTIN FRIARS. 

This order had a convent, in the parish of St 
Michael in Conisford, where they first settled about 
the beginning of Edward the first's reign, and after- 
wards obtained licence to add the site of that parish 
church to their own; uniting the parish to St. Peter 
per Mountergate. They had previously obtained 
grants of several houses, which having demolished, 
they erected a noble cloister and conventual church 
enclosed by a high wall: their possessions were 
bonneted on the north by St. FaithVlane, extended 
as far as the river on the east, and were granted at 
the dissolution, to Sir Thomas Heneage, and others. 



• According to BlomefieldVtrat Turner in bis "Notitis" says four. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



172 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

A great source of their wealth was derived from 
a chapel called Scala Celi, of which kind there were 
only two others in England, all of them having equal 
privileges with respect to pardons, &c. as one of the 
same name at Rome, and so considerable as to attract 
pilgrims from all parts, who paid according to their 
ability for such inestimable advantages,. 



BLACK FRIARS. 

These came first to Norwich in 1226, and were 
established in the chugch of St John the Baptist, 
which having made their conventual church, the 
parish was united to St. George at Colegate. They 
were afterwards, as mentioned in the account of St 
Andrew's hall, transferred to that site. 



GREY FRIARS 

Settled in Norwich about the same date as the last 
order, and in a house near the place where Cook's 
hospital has since been built. They afterwards built 
a grand church on their enlarged site, which, at the 
dissolution, was granted to Thomas duke of Norfolk. 



WHITE FRIARS. 

• The white friars settled in this city, A. D. 1256, 
in a house between the river and St. James's church ; 
they afterwards became a very flourishing convent 
At its suppression, the arte was granted to Richard 
Andrews and Leonard Chamberleyn; part of the 
cloister remains; now used as the cellar of a public- 
house, called the White Friars. 
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John Bale, author of the English Votaries, and 
many other books, and a great instrument of the 
reformation, had been a friar in this house. 



FRIARS DE IXOMINA . 

Had a house in St. Julian's parish ; they perished 
in the pestilence of 1349, and their house became 
private property. 

FRIARS OF ST. MARY. 

There was a small priory of friars in the church- 
yard of St. Martin in Balliva, who, on the reduction 
of the smaller orders, were united to the Carmelites, 
or White Friars. 



FRIARS DE PICA 

Lived at the north-east corner of the churchyard 
of St. Peter per Mountergate, but being obliged to 
join one of the four principal orders, their house 
became the property of the hospital of Bek at Billing- 
ford ; the master of which made it his city house, 
and entertained a number of secular chaplains, who 
are mentioned in the account of that church. 



FRIARS DE SACCO. 

, Had a house given them in 1250, opposite to the 
steeple of St. Peter's of Hungate church ; their site 
was afterwards much increased, and, in 1307, was 
granted to the Black Friars. 



god's house 
Was situated in St. Giles's street; and was first 
given for an alms-house, by John le Grant, in the 
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reign of Edward I. Bishop Lyhart rebuilt it, and 
to his successors in the see belonged the right of 
nominating the alms-men, till the reformation, when 
this hospital was alienated, with the other revenues 
of the bishopric, and became private property. 



hildebronde's hospital, * 

In Conisford-street, was founded about 1200, by 
Hildebronde the mercer, for a master, or warden, 
and some brethren. It was afterwards chiefly used 
-for the reception of poor persons wanting house- 
room, who were to be lodged arid have firing allowed 
them. It was dissolved in the time of Henry VIII. 

LAZAR-HOUSES. 

" About the latter end of the reign of King Edward 
the third, mention is made* of several hospitals, 
spittles, or lazar-houses, places for the reception of 
leprous people, without the gates of this city, which 
were every one under the government of a master, 
guider, or keeper, and supported by the voluntary 
alms of the inhabitants and of travellers. There was 
one without St. Augustine's gate, which was some- 
times called the hospital of St. Mary and St. Clement f 
There was another just without Fibriggate, or Mag- 
dalen gate, which seems to have had a chapel belong- 



* In the will-books remaining in the lord bishop of Norwich's principal 
registry, scarce any citizen of note died after A*l>. ltTt, without tearing 
tome legacy to the lepers at the five gates at Norwich. All these fire houses 
were in being, and had relief ont of the treasury for the King's Bench and 
Marshafcea, for the county of Norfolk, A. D- 1603 and 1004. Atte to 
Tanner's Notitia. 

t The present Infirmary. 
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ing to it. A third, without Westwyk, or St. Bennet's 
gates. A fourth, without St. Giles's gates. The fifth, 
without Nedham, or St. Stephen's gates, and was 
accounted part of the possessions of the priory of 
Horsham St. Faith's, and as such wasgranted, bJac.l. 
to Edmund Newport, &c."* 



ST. MARY MAGDALEN HOSPITAL. 

This was a free chapel and hospital for lepers, just 
within the hounds of the neighbouring village of 
Sprowston. It was founded and endowed by bishop 
Herbert; and, amongst other revenues, had a fair 
which was held annually on the vigil, day, and mor- 
row, of St. Mary Magdalen. Formerly the corpo- 
ration rode in procession, on St. Mary's day, to this 
chapel and afterwards to " the common wrestling 
place, and saw such exercises performed there ac- 
cording to ancient custom :" this has been discontinued 
ever since the time of James I. The fair is still kept, 
but is limited to one day. 



NORMAN'S SPITAL OR HOSPITAL. 

This, called also the hospital of St. Paul, was 
begun, as well as that church, in the time of bishop 
Herbert, and finished in that of his successor 
Eborard, who, with Ingulph the prior, and convent, 
and Richard de Beaufo, archdeacon of Norwich, 
were reputed founders: it was named Norman's, 
from a monk who was the first master. Before the year 
1429, both men and women were maintained here, 



• Tanner's Notitia Monastica, byNasraith. 
o 
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from that date no more men but fourteen women only,, 
seven of which were called whole sisters, and seven 
half sisters. After the dissolution of Norwich priory 
no more masters were appointed; but the hospital 
remained under the care of a warden-ness, and the 
dean and chapter, having got possession of all die 
revenues, made the church a donative, as it still con- 
tinues, Afterwards they leased the hospital to the 
corporation, who, about 1571, converged it into a 
Bridewell: it is now in private hands* 



ST. SAVIOURS HOSPITAL. 

In Coslany, was founded by Richard de Brekles, 
in the beginning of Edward the first's reign, and its 
foundation confirmed by the said king, in 1304, which 
is all that is known concerning it. 



st. Giles's hospital, 
Commonly called the Old Men's Hospital, in Bishops- 
gate street, was founded by bishop Walter de Suffield, 
to maintain four chaplains daily celebrating for his 
soul for ever, to support any poor and decrepit chap- 
lains belonging to the Norwich diocese, and 13 poor 
people in lodging, and one meal a day. In 1256 the 
founder signed the statutes of the hospital, which 
were then somewhat amplified, and were confirmed 
by a bull of Pope Alexander IV. It was now to 
consist of a master, who should be their confessor, 
and ruler, and in the appointment of the bishop; four 
chaplains, to perform in the choir; two assistant 
clerks, the one a deacon, and the other a sub-deacon; 
and four sisters, of fifty years old each, to attend on 
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the sick. Thirteen poor people were to be daily 
dined, and have liberty of warming themselves at the 
fire in the winter season; seven poor scholars, 
in the nomination of the master of the grammar 
school, were also to have their dinner daily, and as 
they left, others should succeed. If any poor man, 
infirm or ill, came to the hospital, he was to be taken 
care of till his recovery ; particularly poor chaplains 
of the diocese, who were too aged to officiate, or had 
any incurable infirmity; these were to be maintained 
as long as they lived. An Archa Domini, or Lord's 
Box, was appointed to be kept from which the poor' 
that passed by should be daily relieved, and from 
Lady-day to the Assumption, the great bell was to 
ring at a certain hour, and bread to be distributed 
amongst all the poor then present, &c. &c. To enable 
all these directions to be fulfilled, the good bishop 
bestowed many revenues, and several other benefac- 
tors were found during his life time ; amongst the 
rest Will, de Dunwich, one of the city bailiffs, who 
was constantly commemorated as a co-founder. After 
his death it continued to receive donations and lega- 
cies from a great number of persons, so that it became 
in. the whole very richly endowed. 

King Henry VIII. intended to have dissolved this 
hospital, and to have granted it to the city, free of all 
payment of first fruits, &c. but he died before this 
was accomplished : however his son Edward VI. 
released it, with all its revenues and appurtenances, 
to the mayor, sheriffs, citizens, and commonalty of 
the city of Norwich; to hold for ever of the king, in 
soecage, by fealty only. The said hospital to le 
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henceforward a place and bouse for relief of peor 
people, aad to be called " God's House, or the 
House of the Poor, in Holm-street, within the city 
of Norwich, of the foundation of king Edward VI. 
and king Henry the V1IL his most noble father." 

It was now stipulated for the esjablishment to 
maintain, a priest, with a convenient mansion within 
its precinct ; he was to be cttstos or master, chaplain 
to the parish of St. Ellen, and to the paor in the hoa* 
pital : another priest to be visitor in the guildhall hi 
Norwich, to attend the prisoners there, and be cent 
lessor to such as went to execution;* a master, and 
usher for a free grammar-school ; (since removed to 
the' cathedral precinct) a caterer or steward; a col- 
lector of the rents ; a porter, and a convenient per* 
son to be cook, baker, and brewer; convenient 
lodging, meat, drink, &c. for 40 poor persons, and 
four women to attend on them. It was also provided, 
that, as the revenues increased, the pensioners wore 
to be augmented. 

Queen Elizabeth bestowed on this chapel the lands 
of Robert Redman, grocer, who was attainted of 
high treason ; by which and other gifts, as well as 
the increased value of their possessions, and the good 
management of the same, it has since been enabled 
to support fifty poor men and as many poor women, 
all of whom are directed to be at least 60 years of age. 

The choir was rebuilt in 1383, by the benefactions 
of bishop Spencer and others ; it has been since con- 



• This chaplain was also provided on the old foundation, a beqnest of £9W 
having been given for that purpose in 1479. 
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verted into apartments for the women : and, in 1541, 
were built t, he cloister, master's lodgingsjnave, and 
tower, by bishop Lyhart, prior Molet, and other 
contributors: the cloister still remains perfect, and 
is a square of twenty yards, in which parishioners 
used, till lately, to be buried ; the old refectory or 
eating-hall stands on the west side of the cloister, and 
is made a new ward for the men, their lodgings 
also occupy all that part of the nave and ailes between 
the tower and the south porch. The remaining part 
of the nave and its two ailes, with a south chantry, 
is still the parish church of 

ST. ELLEN, 

The old one, which stood on the opposite side of 
the street, having been demolished immediately after 
the erecting of the hospital- church, and this appointed 
to serve for the parish also. The south chantry has 
an arched roof, containing carvings of the coronation 
of the Virgin Mary, her ascension, salutation, &e* 
and others of the twelve Apostles. In thi3 chantry is 
placed the altar, and opposite to it a modern seat of 
handsome gothic carved work. The church contains 
several stones with inscriptions, amongst which is one 
for Mr. Kirkpatrick, an eminent antiquary, formerly 
treasurer to the hospital. 

On the north side of the adjoining square is a good 
house for the minister, and on the east, another for 
the master* of the hospital. The square itself has, 



• He ii commonly so called, but that title properly belongs to the chaplain : 
this fhonld be the caterer or steward. 
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i 

of late years, been improved by a large grass plat, 
surrounded with walks, and by the removal of some 
old buildings which divided it from the street; in their 
place are now iron palisades*, 



Hospitals of a date subsequent to the Reformation. 

COOKES' HOSPITAL, 

In St. Peter's per Mountergate parish, was founded 
and endowed before A. D. 1701, by Robert and 
Thomas Cooke, brothers, who were aldermen, and 
had both been mayors of the city. It consists of two 
small ranges of tenements, which are appointed " for 
the habitations of ten poor women, either maids or 
widows, of 60 years of age or upwards, such as have 
inhabited in the city of Norwich for ten years before 
their nomination, been of good report, and behaved 
soberly and honestly." Besides their dwelling, they 
have each a small allowance of money for their 
support. 



DOUGHTY'S HOSPITAL, 

In Calvert-street. The intention of this may be 
best understood from the copy of an inscription, on 
a stone tablet, at the entrance of the hospital, as 
follows : — 

" William Doughty, gent, who spent the lat- 
ter part of hi3 Dayes in this Citie, did, by his last / 
Will, dated April the XXV, MDCLXXXVIL 
appoint several Trustees to dispose and lay out Six 
Thousand Pounds, for erecting and endowing this 
Hospitall ; and did therein appoint (after a certain 
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Time) the Court of this Citie, to fill up, and continue 
Twenty-four Poor Men, and Eight Poor Women, in 
this Place, to the End of the World, each heing aged 
above LX Years, and to receire theProGttsof the said 
Endowments, &c. And to pay weekly to the Master 
hereof, (who is to be a Single Man, and by them 
successively chosen) 3/. 8$. and lay into the Cellars 
yearly, XXXII Chalder of Coales, and to clad the 
Men with Coats, and the Women with Gownes of pur- 
ple Cloth, at their Enterance, and every Two Years 
after, and turn out either Master or Poor, if thejr 
observe not the orders of this Place, as is briefly 
mentioned in the other Table." 

By this it appears, that the pensioners receive 
clothing, firing, and a weekly sum of money* The 
other tablet referred to as containing the rules of the 
place, directs that the pensioners should constantly 
dwell within the hospital, wear the common clothing, 
live peaceably with the master and each other, and 
refrain from cursing, swearing, and drunkenness. . 

By the improved state of its funds, this hospital 
now maintains forty men and women. 



THE BOYS* AND GIRLS' HOSPITAL 

Is situated in the parish of St. Edmund. Thomas 
Anguish, Esq. who was mayor in 1611, by will, 
dated 1617, bequeathed part of an estate in St. 
Edmund's parish to the corporation, to let out and 
receive the profits " Untiil it shall please God to putt 



•The £%. 8*. formerly paid weekly, was distributed thin— 4s. to the matter, 
and it. to each pensioner ; bat these now receive is. 9d. per week, and the 
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inthebarte of some able and Godlye minded men, 'or 
by the General Charge of the Citty, which hathe byo 
from Tyme to Tym'e, for many Years, wished and 
desired, to erect, setup, and found an HOSPITAL, 
or Conveniente place, for Keepinge, bringinge up, and* 
teachinge of Younge and very poore Children, borne 
and brought up in this % Citty of Norwich* 9 . m By this - 
will it was provided, that the sons of the donor should 
first enjoy the estate for ten years after his death; 
but they relinquished their claim, and, in 1618, the 
bouse was fitted up ft>r the intended purpose, some* 
valuable donations being received, in this and following 
years. In 1620, ruled for Che government of the 
hospital were drawn up* ten boys and two girls were 
ordered to be admitted, on the nomination of the 
mayor and aldermen ; a master and dame appointed, 
to keep Hie children at work ; and a master to teach , 
them to read English. 

The hospital was established by 'charter, in the 
fourth year of king Charles the first's reign,, by the 
title of, The children's hospital, in the City of Nor- 
wich of the foundation of king charles, with power 
to the corporation, to add, increase, or diminish, the 
number of officers and children, at their pleasure, 
&c. &c. , It continue/! to receive children of both . 
sexes till 1649, whetf Robert Baron, mayor, who 
died the same- year, left £2&0 for the establishment 
of a 

girls' hospital, 

And the Court soon after appointed a house for 
that purpose at the New Hall, and, in 1664, removed 
the girls tq another in the golden-dog-lane, There- 
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is a long list of charitable benefactions to both these 
Jiospitals, which, though at that time divided, have 
• been constantly governed by ♦the same charter and 
rules, and have been recently united in one establish- 
ment ; the bouse in Golden Dog lane is consequently 
disused, 
. t By the present regulations, none of the children 
are boarded in the house'/ but the friends of each 
f boy receive £10. and those of eajph girl £8. per ann. 
out of- which they defray the charges'- of -schooling 
" m t and books ; the charity" pro Ales clothing, ^vi^ a suit* 
/' 'of blue (with red caps; 'for the boys)/ ' Preniiums of 
£10: for each boy, and £3. for each jirt, are also 
*. * paid, on placing them out as -apprentices!. 
j* The aggregate qxpence of this charity, is nearly * 
*" *1 £1300; per annum; and the number of* boys is now ." 

*' . ,\ sixty-two, and, of girll, forty-two, an addition* of * 
, > * thirty having been recently* made. ^;* : .' ,* 

• *.*■* : * * \*-" > \ * 

.."■„. . 

,'*■' ,. ' CHARITABLE AS&OCIATIONS/&C . 

*•»,*. . * •■ 

% • •• *r * . , " ! / 

* ♦ „ K * i CHXBITY >OR CLERGYMEN'S WIDOWS AND 
X */ * • t Ilt^RWltH ANJ 9ORF0L$* r 

^ * ;♦ ' .* The intention of this m iUjSeie^tly explained by 
%iUname. v The bishop- of ^Nofwich* is always. ftfesi- 
* . * ' dent j and the deai chancellor/ aychdjacons, pom- 
misaarW and* prebends,., vice presidents : they havto ' 

* X also, a freasurer, three auditors*, a • rfecre^ary, and a- 
;. steward to the estate\.* ; *£I44a. ^s'dfvided to the 

* . * objects of this charity, lor the year 1820. - ! 

* «-*- — «*T 21. * * '*'* * 

V. t - * " " ' ♦ * * \ • 

- ■+ * ' 1 *7 * " « 

***** 
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AMICABLE SOCtBTT OF ATTORN I ES IN 
NORWICH AND NORFOLK, 

Was esteWtehed in 1784, and, HJte-lfee last institu- 
tion,' has 4ot its object ihe raising a fund for the 
relief of the widows and children' of -the particular 
profession to which it is restricted. The subscription 
is one guinea per annum, atid the Society has upwards 
of ©3000, vested in the 3 per cent* Consols. 

BENEVOLENT MEJDlCAL SOCIETY, IN NORWICH 
AND ^'NORFOLK. 

This aims at the like advantages in the medical 
profession, in the relief of its indigent members, as 
the above society : the regulations are also similar 
It was established in 1786. 



BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, 

For the relief of Decayed Tradesmen, their Widows, 
and Orphans, was inafttftted in 1700. It has a 
president, secretary, five vice-presidents, several 
directors, auditors, treasurers, &c. By the last re- 
port it appeared that, since the establishment of this 
institution, npwards of £7000* bad been distributed 
amongst 1641 decayed tradesmen, their widows, and 
orphans. . . * 

Tttft KORWtCH DISPENSARY, 

instituted in 1804, for tbe*purpose of giving achrice, 
attendance, and medicines free of ex pence to auoh 
indigent persons residing in the city of Norwich and 
ita hamlets, as are unable to procure medical assist- 
ance. 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



OF NORWICH. 105 

The number of patients admitted from the first 
establishment of this charity is 21*463. 

This praiseworthy institution not only provides the 
attention of a physician four day* in the week, but 
extends its benefits also to those who are confined to 
their homes by sickness. 



THE HUM IKE, SOCIETY, 

For the recovery of persons apparently drowned, 
employs its fends in defraying the expences occasioned 
by using the method recommended for that purpose, 
by the London Humane Society ; and also, in reward- 
ing those who have been instrumental in rescuing 
their fellow-creatures from a watery grave. The 
mayor of Norwich is treasurer. 



THE FRIENDLY SOCIETY, 

For the benefit of poor wdmen in times of sickness 
and old age, was instituted in April, V6Q2, and-con- 
sists of subscribing and recommended members. A 
subscribing member pays, on admission, five shillings 
and sixpence, and seven shillings and sixpence annu- 
ally, and has the power of recommending one poor 
woman, under the age of forty-five, to partake of the 
benefits of the institution ; a benefactor of five guineas, 
at one time has the same privilege. A recommended 
* member pays, on admission, two shillings and nine- 
penoe, and sixpence-halfpenny on the first Monday 
in every month* The ^stewards are ladies of Norwich, 
sixteen in juwnber. 

By the general abstract of the accounts from May 
1st, 18Q3, 4o May 1st, 1830, thereceipts were £0813. 
Is. lid. and disbursements £9740. 10s. lOdi The 
22. 
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'-' sum of £3666. 9r. 3d. was appropriated to Hie pur- 
' chase of £$450.4hree per ce^t. consols. Jt also 

appears from the accounts; that the, sum of £4032. 

lit. 4$£ had beeft paid to 4889 women; viz. to 3236 
v -women during sickness, £2379. 4*. 4£d.; to 1568 

wome^Hluring their conjinem«nt in phildbed, £1625. 
. 6ii];* and to 85 women on the death of their husbands, 
/ and left with children uncfer 14 years* of age, £127. 

105.; and to annuitants , £1672. 4*. 3jd. Total 
, number of recommended members, 710 ; on the 

stewards* lists, 36?; on the. pension list, 99 ; deceased, 
% 103 ;' pensioners deceased, 17; self-excluded*, 128; 

i'dtalfto*. • . . * 



' V ,THE JOClfiTY PjQJ» T^E fcBLJRF OF THE SIC* POOR 

^ JTs majj$ged4>y a committee of ladieg. This, institution . 
t ia professed to hare arisen from the consideration 

that, although by parochial assessments, and the . ] 
. » liberality of individuals, much is done for t the relief ^ 
* of the poor, there are still numerous oases in this city, 
- : o f in (1 i r id ual s and ( a m il r e s , who .are labouring under 

the com plicated afflictions; oE disease and penury.. 
•^Personal examination is always made at the .bouses • 
of the complainants, before any relief is afforded. . g- 



• THE SOClE'rV, i>F UNIVERSAL GOOD VlLL • 

Has for its object the relief of foreigners/ who, not'" 
* having gained ja settlement in I^ngfan i, are not entitled ,v x 

. to relief from the parish laws of this country. The /, *V>- 

number of persons of this description, who haWbeen^ '* i *"' 

relieved by .the Society, amounts. to 4/900. *** ' V* • 

% The officers o.f this charity are, a governor, pjesi* V T 

dent, .vice-president, steward, and secretary^ \ 
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ASSOCIATION FOR SAVING THB. LIVES OF 
■ SHIPWRECKED MARINERS. 

A County Mating was convened by T. W. Coke, 
Esq. M. P.; E. Wodehouse, Esq. M. P., the Hob. 
Col. Wodehouse, and Lord Snffield, and held on the 
22nd of November, 1823, when it was resolved to 
form " An Association for saving the Ubes of Skip- 
wrecked Mariners" in consequence of the frequent 
shipwrecks upon the coast; and it having also been 
ascertained by experiments, that by the apparatus 
brought into notice by Captain Manby, the lives of 
shipwrecked seamen might be preserved. 

The Hon. Col. Wodehouse was appointed Chair- 
,mao, and J. J. Gurney, Esq., Treasurer. A central 
Committee, consisting of seventy-one of the principal 
.nobility and /gentry of the county was formed, who 
appointed district Committees, purchased the neces- 
sary^ apparatus, and inspected the general expenditure. 

Life boats are now established along the coast,* 
and Captain Manby's apparatus is in general use. 

State of the society's funds. — Donations £2000. * 
Annual Subscriptions £300* The subscriptions are . 
due on .the "first pf January and payable to the trea- 
surer* and at Jbe different banks in Norwich. 



>HB CHARITY SCHOOLS 

Were" established about the beginning of the eigh- 
teenth century, and have been since supjported by * 

. benefactions, <fcc. tables of which may be 'jiedk) in - 
JSt. Andrews-hall. Subscribers of £l, It. or upwards, 
per annunt, and -benefactors of £10*. are trustees,. , 
anoVmeet at the Guild-hall, cm the' first Monday in 

• every morith, January excepted. Any two of these 

/<-> 23. * . ; - v ** 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



188 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

trustees are jempowered to recommend objects, which 
is performed by Mining their names to the baptismal 
registers . of the children. 

The boys are clothed in drab- coloured coats, the 
girls in Gamble! gowns : at a (general meeting of the 
4rus4eea, in January, 1830, it appeared there were 
1,188 children in the several daily schools belonging 
to the trustees, And :297 additional in the Sunday 
schools attached. There are. also upwards of 400 
children in t}ie two district schools of St Stephen 
and St Margaret, which, aire also under. the superin- 
tendence of .the trustees* but are supported by funds 
raised in those districts, and one school in St Ed- 
mund's, under the direction of the Be?. Mr. Send all, 
consisting of 106 day scholars, and 120 Sunday ditto. 
With the aid of /liberal donations granted to this 
charity by the National Sooiety for Educating the 
Poor, the trustees. bare been enabled during the past 
year, to erect two additional school-rooms in the 
parish of St Julian in, this city, upon. a piece of 
freehold land purchased of Mr. Blake ;, these -rooms 
are substantially built of brick and tile, spacious#and 
airy, and calculated to contain 160 each. 

Since the last report tw*nty4bree boys and one 
girl have been bound out apprentices by the trustees 
appointed under the will of the late John Moy, Esq. 
4rom a fund appropriated for the benefit of such 
children only, as have received their education in the 
Norwich charity schools. 

Sermons for • the benefit of these schools are 
preached annually at the. cathedral, church, on Quin- 
quagesitna Sunday, in the forenoon ; in the afternoons 
of the six Sundays in Lent, at six parish churches; 
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ob Good Friday v in the afternoon* at -St Peters of 
Maneroft, when M the children attend ;> and, in the 
afternoons tit the rfive 'Sundays after Easier, afc awe 
other? pariah elmaehea : ; die . preacher* 4iretaffmnted 
by the bishop* y 



A diocesan committee of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge, meet quarterly in Norwich 
on the last Wednesday; rortke fallowing months ; viz. 
fefcrsary , May, August; and November. 

There are also in Norwich, auxiliary eoeieties in 
aid of the Bible Society, the; Ghqfchs /Missionary 
ftociety, < and. lhat for prometingi the knowledge of 
Christianity *n*png at. the Jews. 



NORFOLK AND NORWICH SOCIETY FOR THE EDU- 
CATION OF THE POOR IN THE PRINCIPLES 
OF THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH; 
' • , INSTITUTED IN 1812. 

This society extends Jta. beneficial influence to. the 
county of Norfolk, and kinder* the immediate natron- 
age of the lord bishop of this diocese. Se?eral daily 
schools have be.eo*recenlly. opened under jtbe.fostering 
auspices of this society, making the total number of 
schools in unfon with the institution, 196, and the 
' total number of -children receiving instruction therein, 
upwards <efl4,'O0O. * 

There are now established in this city, -eight daily 
•naliona?l> schools for boys and seven -for *gtrlsj contain- , 
ing 1703 children, besides 786 in the national Sunday 
•schools. TotaV2629. , 



24. 
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. THE NORWICH LANCASTRIAN SCgOQL FOR BOYS 

Was opened the 2nd of April, 1814 , in "a comodioos 
room/fa College Court, 'St. Martin at Palace. . The 

.following attract presents a view of the present state 

\>f4he,schoot:— * 

Number of scholars, <209;-£~120 of which read the 
Scriptures, 60 wnoie in books, andUO ciphered. 



V* 



NORFOLK AND NORWICH MAGDALEN. « 

■ - ,^n asylum was opened for this benevolent purpose ~$ 
on Life's Green, near the Lower Close, for the recep- - 

* .-. * tieto of twenty, jpmates. * i 
j ' \, • * The, object of this institution is tp afford * place of * 

^ - ^refuge for those females jvho*, having deviated from •' 
. the path* of virtue, njfr/ 6* desirous of being restore^ 
* to their former station in society, by religious instruo- 
' s tion, and the formation of jndral ariti industrious 

-* habits; % : . . . - /? f n *\ V % ;/■ . 

fc > It must be gratifying to its supporters tajfearn thajrf „ 
. - 1 * several females &we\^0ne m /ronf this -asylum to rev 
, * \speclable services.- ¥ej. we+reglret tb state^that^ke ■„ ^ 

* ' ^ v.acajjcies th,us occasioned) do not afford roonf to admit ^ ^ 

* ~\$he number of pressing and truly affecting eases whjojT - * ; 
" y ' - ■ come Wore the,copmitte% of npm j^emeqt/ „ * >»-.«**- 

• p i..'- THE. ftORtfOUC AND sWFOtrfjNSTITUTION F&rT *..^ ' 
.* f. ♦TH^PROT^jfofyjbfe.VHB FIN* ARTS.. '-. * ^ 

.*This soejetV wis established in 1803, for? the pur*^' 
r pose 6f instituting an enquiry into the rise, progress, V 
and present state t>f the jQts ; and for mutual im- 
provement* in painting, architecture* and sculpture. 
Meetings of tjie -members are held; every alternate 
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week for the discussion of subjeets connected with 
the views of the society. Their new rooms in Ex- 
change Street were opened in 1828. This institution 
has been of considerable use in cultivating a proper 
regard for works of art in this city; and the progres- 
sive improvement} which may be seen in the annual 
exhibition of the productions of the several artists, is 
highly creditable to them, and gratifying to all lovera 
of the fine arts, a 



NORFOLK AND NORWICH INFIRMARY FOR 
DISEASES OF THE EYES, ' 

In the year 1822, some of the faculty } convinced 
of the great utility of similar institutions already esn 
itablished in various parts of' the kingdom, humanely 
adopted the plan of this infirmary upon a small scalp, . 
and supported it at their own expense. Having 
> proved; by the test ,of experience; the public ad van- . 
, * tage that^would accrue from sucjb an institution on an- 
., extended scale, they submitted a report to a public v 
general meeting; at which jt was decided that it' 
^ should henceforth become a public institution, and it 
* now ranks high amongst the various charities in this- 
. r city : thousands 'of our fellow-creatures have daily 
reason 'to bless the memories of those ,^ghp first 
# .planned and brought to maturity so praiseworthy an 
establishment. - « <*..-, 

The entire number of jjatienta who have applied 
fqr relief at this infirmary, since its establishment in 
1822, has amounted to. 3,346, of whom 2,754 have 
been cured or relieved. 

Subscriptions are received at the several banks in 
Norwich, and 'by the medical officers. ^Advice is 
given to the poor of this city, and its vicinity* every 
25. ' . * 
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Monday, Wednesday, and Satmrday, at ten o'clock. 
We regret to state that, notwithstanding the great 
importance of this charity, such is the present de- 
pressed state of its funds, that applicants are too 
frequently excluded, through necessity. The infir- 
mary is situated in St. Benedict's. 



NORFOLK AND NORWICH HORTICULTURAL 
80CIKTY. 

This society dates its establishment from the 22nd 
of October, 1829, on which day, in consequence of a 
prospectus which had been drawn up and circulated 
by Mr. Norgate, of Hethersett, about sixty gentle- 
men met in the x»ld library-room at St Andrew's 
hall, for the purpose of considering the best means, 
a*d taking measures for its institution. On this oc- 
casion, Edward Lembe, Esq. was called to the chair, 
and certain rules and regulations were submitted to 
the assembly, for the conduct of the proposed society. 
Subscriptions were entered into, and a committee of 
twenty-one gentlemen appointed to manage the affairs 
of the society ; of which, Edward Lombe, Esq. was 
elected president; Richard Crawshay, Esq. vice- 
president; John Kitson, Esq. treasurer; and Mr. 
Elias Norgate, secretary. 

The mpin objects of the society are, to encourage 
the science of horticulture in all its branches ; and 
especially to stimulate the labouring classes, by hold- 
ing out inducements to cottagers to cultivate the 
small plots of ground they may possess, and by their 
industry and skill, to turn the products to the greatest 
advantage. For these purposes, general meetings are 
held at the Corn Exchange, during the spring, sum- 
mer, and autumn months, at which, fruits, vegetables, 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



OF NORWICH. 101 

and flowers are exhibited, and prizes are awarded 
for the best specimens, The prizes consist either of 
money, or of medals, of which the society gives 
three; the first, a silver medal, weighing an ounce 
and a half, and having for its device, on the obverse, 
a basket of fruits and flowers, surmounted by the 
words, Norfolk and Norwich Horticultural 
Society, and a border composed of the rose, sham- 
rock, and thistle, divided into compartments by the 
initial letters of the society. The reverse has the 
words Prize Medal, with the date of the establish- 
ment of the society, surrounded by a wreath of the 
Victor's laurel. The second is likewise of silver, 
of smaller dimensions, and called the " Crawshay 
medal," from the name of the vice-president, who 
presented the die from which it was struck. This 
medal exhibits, on the obverse, a female figure with 
a wreath of flowers in her hands, flying over a pro- 
fusion of fruits which lie scattered beneath her feet. 
The reverse is the same as that of the large medal. 
The third is a copy of the large medal struck in 
bronze. The devices of both were invented and 
drawn by Miss Leonora Norgate. The cottagers' 
prizes are accompanied by a lithographic drawing, 
entitled the " Reward of Industry," neatly framed 
and glazed. The number of members now exceeds 
650, ea*ch of whom has the right of introducing two 
friends to the exhibitions. — Non-subscribers are ad- 
mitted on payment of one shilling. 



THE NORWICH MECHANICS* INSTITUTION; OR 

SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF USEFUL 

KNOWLEDGE. ESTABLISHED IN 1825. 

The principal object of this society is the dissem- 
ination of such useful knowledge, as, when united to 
practice, will be of evory-day service to the industrious 
mechanic in his advancement in the various branches 
26. 
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of his profession. To carry the above beneficial pur- 
pose into effect, a lecture is delivered at the Old 
Library Room, St, Andrew's Hall, every alternate 
Tuesday evening, by one of its members, or an 
occasional lecturer engaged for that purpose. 

The institution rooms are open (Saturdays and 
Sundays excepted) from seven till ten in the evening. 

An increasing library of scientific works ; a variety 
of models ; the instruction of the junior classes in 
Geometry and Natural Philosophy every Wednesday 
evening, are amongst the advantages held out by this 
Society. A debate is also held every Thursday 
evening in the reading room, by the members of the 
society. Subscriptions 10s. per ann. or 2*. 6d. per 
quarter. 



NORWICH PENNY LIBRARY. 

This library, situated in London Street, is designed 
entirely for the use of the working classes, was first 
established in 1822, by a few well-disposed indivi- 
duals, and adopted as a public institution in 1824. 
However humble in its commencement, this institu- 
tion has now a collection of 2000, and upwards, well 
selected volumes, and the average number of subscri- 
bers exceeds 200. To the generous and humane, 
here is an opportunity offered of bestowing a great 
benefit on society at a trifling expence. Shares £1. 
each. Subscriptions 1*. per quarter, or Id. per week. 



INSURANCE OFFICES, &c. 

NORWICH UNION FIRE INSURANCE SOCIETY; 
INSTITUTED IN 1797. 

Persons insured with this institution are free from 
all responsibility, the capital of the company being 
£550,000. The rates are the same as in other offices. 
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In proof of the public confidence in the principles 
and management of this society, it will suffice to state, 
that the duty paid for one year, ending the 24th of 
June, 1831, amounted to £65,534. 13s. 4<Z., and that 
the total business of the establishment now exceeds 
the sum of £44,077,410. 



NORWICH UNION LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY. 

This society is founded on the equitable principle 
of mutual guarantee ; its premiums (under 45 years 
of age) are nearly 10 per cent, below the usual rates ; 
and the whole of the surplus premium is added, at 
stated periods, to the policies of the members, in 
proportion to the sums they have respectively con- 
tributed. The society was established in 1808, and 
has already accumulated a capital of One Million and 
a Quartet* sterling, which is chiefly invested in real 
and government securities. A bonus of 69 per cent, 
upon the premiums paid, has been added to such 
policies as were effected prior to June 1815, a bonus 
of 49 per cent, on policies effected between June 
1815 and June 1822, and a bonus of 25 per cent, has 
recently been declared on all policies effected be- 
tween June 1822 and June 1829. The present in- 
come of the society amounts to £200,000. 



GENERAL EQUITABLE ASSURANCE OFFICE, 
KING STREET, 

Established Michaelmas, 1807, for insuring property 
front loss by fire. This office possesses the experi- 
ence of nearly a quarter of a century, during which 
period it has afforded to the insurer very considerable 
advantages. The rates of insurance are moderate, at 
the same time the return to the insurers in the shape 
of dividends is considerable, having amounted for 
fifteen years last past, to 60 per cent, payable every 
27. 
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five years. Prudence in tbe acceptance of risques, 
and economy in the management of its affairs, have 
been the leading causes to the prosperous state of the 
society ; which system will be strictly pursued. No 
mutual liability exists. 



"NEW EQUITABLE FIRE OFFICE, BANK STREET, 

Established in 1829, for insuring property from loss 
by fire. Capital £100,000. The plan of insurance 
adopted by this office, offers to the public an opportu- 
nity of effecting assurances on the most liberal terms. 
A division of the profits of the office is made amongst 
the insurers every five years. Members are indem- 
nified from all responsibility by a subscribed capital. 



NORFOLK AND NORWICH SAVINGS* BANK; 
ESTABLISHED IN 1816. 

This institution is situate in St. Giles* Broad Street, 
where attendance is given every Monday, Wednes- 
day, and Saturday, from twelve to two o'clock, when 
such sums as Journeymen, Labourers, Servants, &c. 
may be able to save from their earnings are received. 

The rate of interest allowed is $d. for every pound 
deposited, or £3. 6s. Sd. per cent, per annum. 

The number of depositors is 2574, and the sum 
deposited £80,005. 2s. 



BANKERS 

IN NORWICH. LONDON AOINTS. 

Messrs. Gurneys, Birkbeck, and Martin ) Barclay and Co. 

Bank Street. 5 54, Lombard St. 

Messrs. Onley, Harvey, and Hudsons, ) Hankey and Co. 

King Street J 7, Fenchurch St. 

Joint Stock Banking Company, ) Masterman & Co. 

Surry Street. J 54, Nicholas Lane 

Bank of England Branch Bank, Queen Street. 
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FAIRS, &c. 



Charters have been granted, by different kings, 
for several fairs to be held in Norwich, bat there 
are now only three, viz. Tombland fair, on the 
Thursday before Easter; a fair without Bishop's- 
bridge, on the Monday and Tuesday in Easter-week ; 
and another, in the same place, on the Monday and 
Tuesday in Whitsun-week. 



TOMBLAND FAIR. 

There were formerly three fairs held on this spot, 
all belonging by charter to the cathedral convent, 
which was a source of much dissention between the 
monks and the citizens ; the former, being unwilling 
to allow the citizens to interfere with their privileges, 
asserted that Tombland and Holm-street were exempt 
from the jurisdiction of the city magistrates ;* the 
latter contended on the contrary, that, by the charter 
of Richard I. the whole city was within their autho- 
rity, no part whatever being exempted. These 
animosities proceeded to such lengths as to occasion 
the great riots, mentioned in the account of the cathe- 
dral, which first began at a fair held here on Whit- 
sunday, in 1272. In 1300, Edward I. made an 
agreement, between the contending parties, by which 



. • This appears to hare been the fact : in 1S02, it wa» decided, that Tomb- 
tend and Rotten-row were oat of to liberty of tb« city. 
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it was settled, that the ground should he measured 
and equally divided, and that hefore every fair, the 
citizens should first chuse which half they pleased, 
to build their stalls, &c. on, for which they were 
to pay no custom ; the other half the prior was to 
make what he could of, and all rights asJ>efore were 
to remain to the prior. 

At the dissolution, Henry the eighth, granted {be 
city liberty to hold a fair, from the day before 
"Whit-sunday, to the day after Trinity Sunday. At 
present there is hut one fair held on Tombland, which 
is very considerable, for toys, gingerbread, Ac. 
the fair for horses and cattle, which is also consider- 
able, is held at the same time on the Castle Ditches; 
they are kept on the Thursday before faster, but 
were originally on Good-Friday. 

The fairs by Bishop's bridge are unimportant, and 
are only for the sale of toys, gingerbread, and articles 
of a similar nature. 

There was formerly a fair for cattle, &c. hejd on 
Lammas-day, near Hertford bridges, in the hamlet 
of Lakenham : it was the most considerable of any, 
but has been for several years discontinued. 

The herring pies, which have attracted much 
notice, in the customs of this city, are the tenure by 
which the city holds the manor of East Carleton, a 
village about five miles south-west of Norwich. It 
originated in the time of William the Conqueror, 
who, having thirty-two acres of land, half a carru- 
cate,* and one acre of meadow, in that place, gave 

/ • ■ '■• ' • ' • '-*■■ "• ^— i. 

• A euitucate wu aT much arable land at could be tilled by eue plough. 
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all to be added to the manor for ever, " on condition 
\ that the lords for the time being, should yearly carry 
to the king's house wherever be is, so he be in 
England, twenty-four herring pies, or pasties, and 
place them on his majesty's table : for which serjeantry 
and service the person so carrying them shall always 
receive, there, wherever they are delivered, six 
white loaves, six dishes of meat out of the king's 
kitchen, one flaggon of wine, one flaggon of beer, 
one truss of hay, one bushel of oats, one pricket of 
wax, and six tallow candles/'* 

The manor of East Carleton was purchased by the 
the corporation, at the latter end of the seventeenth 
century, and, sipce that time, the sheriffs, or their 
deputies, have every year before the last day of 
November, delivered at the exchequer, 120 herrings, 
baked in twenty-four pasties; the delivery of the 
provisions, to which by ancient tenure they were 
entitled, has however been discontinued. 



• Blomefleld'i Norfolk. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES, 
OF CELEBRATED MEN, 

WHO WERE NATIVES OF NORWICH, OR HAVE 
BEEN OTHERWISE CONNECTED WITH THAT CITY. 



Herbert de Losinga, the first bishop of 
Norwich, and founder of its Cathedral Church, was, 
according to Pitts and others, born at Orford, in 
Suffolk, but the inscription on his tomb informs us, 
at Hiesmes, in Normandy, and this appears to be 
the most correct statement. In his youth, he entered 
the monastery of Fiscamp, in that dukedom, of which 
he in time became prior, and, it is said, attained the 
like dignity in the priory of Bee. William Rufus, in 
1088, brought him to England, appointed him his 
chamberlain, abbot of Ramsey, in Huntingdonshire, 
and bestowed other preferments on him ; by which 
he became so rich as to be able, in three years from 
his arrival, to purchase the abbey of Winchester for 
his father, at the price of £1,000, and the bishopric 
of Thetford for himself, at £1,900; a very large 
sum for those times. We are told, however, that 
the bishop's conscience reproved him so much for 
these practices, that he intended to go privately to 
Rome, and obtain absolution from the pope ; but the 
king, having notice of this intention, stopped him, 
and stripped him of his pastoral staff, but shortly 



Digitized by 



y Google 



OF NORWICH* 197 

after granted him permission to proceed. Arriving 
at Rome, pope Pachall II. enjoined hini, as a 
penance, to build several churches and monasteries ; 
amongst which were the cathedral (with its priory 
for 60 monks) and other churches at Norwich, the 
church of St. Nicholas at Yarmouth, St. Margaret 
at Lynn, St. Mary at Elmham, and others, forming 
a number, which, considered as the work of one 
man, is truly astonishing. Whilst he was at Rome, 
he obtained licence to remove his see from Thetford 
to Norwich, and, returning, employed himself in 
the religious performance of his vows, and the due 
regulation of his diocese. 

On the accession of Henry I. bishop Herbert 
enjoyed the favour of that monarch, who made him 
lord chancellor ; and, in 1116, sent him ambassador 
to Rome. He died on the 22d day of July, 1119, 
and was buried before the high altar in the cathedral 
church of Norwich : a tomb, ' an ell high,' was- 
placed over him, but was pulled down in the time of 
the rebellion, and left in ruin till 1682, when the 
present altar-tomb was erected by the dean and chap- 
ter, on the same spot. 

Bishop Herbert has been accused of perfidy, of 
deceitful and servile methods of procuring prefer- 
ment, and of simony : from the last charge, we have 
seen it is impossible to exculpate him, but in the others, 
it is very probable that envy and detraction have 
borne a considerable share. He raised a great many 
enemies by cordially seconding Anselm the primate, 
in his endeavours to enforce celibacy amongst the 
clergy ; a proceeding which must be attributed more 
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to an error in judgment, than to any badness ef dif-? 
position; and the sirname of Losinga, a liar, or 
flatterer, might very natnrally.be applied, by the, 
rmde cpurtiers of that age, to a man who, in learning 
and affability, is acknowledged to have far exceeded 
his contemporaries. With respecjt to the charge of 
simony, it is much alleviated by the consideration of 
the use he made of his power; and it is by all hands 
allowed, that the latter part of his life was spent in 
the practice of the most exemplary virtue. 

We are told, that his person was beautiful and 
venerable, and that he was the author of many 
learned treatises. 

William Bateman, bishop of Norwich in the 
fourteenth century, and founder of Trinity-hall in 
Cambridge, was born in Norwich, in the latter end of 
the reign of Edward I. He was, from his tenderest 
years, of a docile and ingenuous disposition. Having 
therefore made a good proficiency in learning, where- 
in he surpassed all his equals, he was senLto the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge. After having gone through die 
usual course of the sciences, he applied himself } to the 
study of the civil law, in which he took the degree of' 
doctor before he was thirty years of age, a thing then 
uncommon. On tfye 8th of December, 1328, he was 
collated to the archdeaconry of Norwich. Soon after 
this, he went and studied at Rome for his further im- 
provement;, and so distinguished himself by his know- 
ledge and exemplary behaviour, that he was promoted 
by the pope to the place of auditor of his palace : he 
wfcs likewise advanced by him to the deanery of Lin- 
coln ; and so .great an opinion had he of his prudence 
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and dapacity, that he sent him twice as his auncio, to 
endeavour to procure a peace between Edward III* 
King of England and the King of France. Upon the 
death of Anthony de Beck, bishop of Norwich, the 
pope, by his usurped provisional power, conferred that 
hit hoprick upon him, on the 23d of January, 1343, and 
consecrated htm with his own hands. He was confirm- 
ed the 23d of June, 1344. Being invested with that 
great dignity, he returned to his native country after 
many years absence, and lived in a regular and withal in 
a generous and hospitable manner. Of Pope Clement 
yi. he obtained for himself and successors, the first 
fruits of all vacant livings within his diocese, which 
occasioned frequent disputes between himself and his 
clergy. In the year 1347, he founded Trinity-hall in 
Cambridge, for the study of the civil and canon laws, 
and another hall, dedicated to the Annunciation of 
the Virgin Mary, for the study of philosophy and di- 
fiaity. Being a person of great wisdom, eloquent, 
and of a fine address, he was often employed by the 
king and parliament in affairs of the highest impor- 
tance; and particularly was at the head of several em- 
bassies, sent on purpose to determine the great differ- 
ences between the crowns of England and France. In 
1854 he was. by order of parliament, dispatched to 
the court of Rome, with Henry, duke of Lancaster, 
and others, to treat, in the pope's presence, of a peace 
then in agitation between the two crowns above -men- 
.tioned. This journey proved fatal to him; for he 
died at Avignon, where the pope then resided, on the 
6th of January, 1364-5* and was buried with great so- 
lemnity in the cathedral church, near the pope's pa- 
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i 
lace, in that city. With regard to his person, we a*r 
told that he was of an agreeable countenance, tall, 
handsome, and well made. He was likewise a man of 
spirit, justice, and piety, punctual in the discharge o$ 
his duty, a great lover and promoter of learning, and 
of a friendly and compassionate disposition ; but that 
he was a stout defender of his rights, and would not 
suffer himself to be injured or imposed upon, or his 
dignity insulted by any one, may be inferred from the 
following anecdote, which our historians relate of 
him : — " Lord Morley, having killed some of the bi- 
shop's deer, infringed upon his manors, and abused 
the servants who opposed him, was obliged to do pe- 
nance by walking through the streets of the city with 
a wax candle of six pounds weight in his hand, and 
kneel down before the bishop, in the cathedral, to ask 
his pardon, although the king had sent an express 
order to the contrary." 

He bestowed on the great altar of his cathedral 
two images of the Holy Trinity : the one, a large one* 
was a shrine made of solid silver gilt, of great value ; 
the other a small one, with reliques of twenty pounds 
weight. 

While he was bishop, there was such a dreadful 
plague through every part of Europe, and particularly 
in England, that it scarcely left a tenth part of the in- 
habitants living; and the chronicle of Norwich says, 
that, from the first of January to the first of July, in 
the year 1348-9, fifty seven thousand, three hundred, 
and seventy-four persons, besides ecclesiastics and 
beggars, died in the county of Norfolk only. This 
seems in some measure to be confirmed by the bishop 
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taring instituted and collated 860 persons to benefice* 
vacant at that time. 

Sir Thomas Erpingham, Knight of the Gar- 
ter, and Knight Banneret, Chamberlain of the 
Household to Henry IV. Baron of the Cinque 
Ports, &c. and a valiant warrior in the wars in 
France, was the son of Sir John de Erpingham, lent, 
of Erpingham, in the county of Norfolk, where his 
ancestors had for a long time resided. 

Our knowledge of many principal events, in the 
life of Sir Thomas Erpingham, is very deficient, he 
appears to have been much attached to the family of 
the great* duke of Lancaster, and our first account of 
him, represents him as accompanying that nobleman 
in his- invasion of Spain, A. D. 1385. He greatly 
favoured the tenets of Wickliffe, or, as it was then 
called, lollardy ; and on that account was enjoined, 
as a penance, by Henry Spencer, bishop of Norwich, 
to build opposite the west end of the cathedral, a 
most beautiful gate, which is still called by his name. 
Sir Thomas, in 1899, is found attending Henry duke 
of Lancaster, in his successful attempt on the English 
crown, and appears ever after to have enjoyed the 
confidence of that monarch:* nor was he less be- 
loved by the parliament, being appointed, at the re- 
nunciation of Richard II. commissioner for the 
bachelors and commons of the south part of the 
realm; and, in the 6th year of Henry IV. the par- 



• Holinshed informs oa, that Sir Thomas, tt the coronation of Henry IV. 
exercised the office of Lord Great Chamberlain, notwithstanding the earl of 
Oxford claimed it as an hereditary right. 
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Ipanumt petitioned tip king, "that he would W 
pleased to remember the services of Sir Thomas E*» 
program, and other valiant knights, who adventured 
themselves with him at his coming into the kingdom*' 1 
Jt is probable, that onr knight's interest much par©* 
moted the charter which this king granted to th* 
citizens of Norwich, and which established the 
present constitution of mayor, sheriffs, &c. and it it 
certain, that, a little before this time, the citizens had, 
at the request of Sir Thomas, signed and sealed a 
testimonial of some matters objected against bishop 
Spencer, by which it seems, onr knight had, not for- 
gotten the rigorous treatment be had before experir 
•need from the bishop. This proceeding, however, 
by no means injured that prelate, for Henry, who 
was a politic prince, and studious to conciliate tha 
Infections of his subject*, frankly pardoned Wjm, aftd 
caused the knight and bishop to be reconciled, who, 
it is asserted, were ever after firm friends. 

Sir Thomas distinguished himself in almost all tha 
Jt>attle* which were fought in the reigns of Henry IV. 
and Henry V. particularly in the famous battle of 
Agincourt. On that occasion most of our general 
histories mention him but slightly, ox not at all; but 
those of the French have bean very liberal to him, 
sj)d even attributed the victory to his condact. Thn 
chronicles of Baker, HoUngph*d,.and others, agree 
that $ir Thomas Ejrpiaghain, by casting up his war- 
der, gave the signal for the engagement, which was 
commenced by an ambuscade of 200 archers ; but 
$peed a!jso says, that the raagjbg of jflje battle waa 
by kjng Henry committed to him. 
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Afterihe conclusion of thewar, Sir Thomas returned 
home, and passed much of his time at his city house, in 
the parish of St. Martin at Palace. In this retreat, her 
became a great benefactor to religions foundations, 
tod, amongst other deeds, huilt the beautiful church 
of the Black Friars, now St. Andrew's-hall. Herd 
also an adventure befel him; in which, in the heat 
bf passion, he deprived of existence a friar, who had 
attempted the honour of his lady: the tale which is 
long and attended with several ludicrous circum- 
stances, may to found in Bkraiefield's Norfolk, who 
copied it from u Heywood's Various Histories of 
Women;' 9 and it has been most exquisitely versified 
by Colta*n in his ' Broad Grids* Sir Thomas Er- 
pingham died hi 14$8, and was buried in the cathedral. 

Sin JoHN Fastolff; Knight, and Knight Ban- 
neret, a valiant and renowned general, governor, and 
nobleman in France, tinder kings Henry IV. and VI. 
wa» the son of John Fastolff, Esq ; a man of consider- 
able account at Yarmouth, in Norfolk, and descended 
frt}tn a family, which had flourished in that, and other 
counties of England, in very honourable distinction, 
from before the conquest. Losing his father when 
young, our warrior is said to have been trained up hi 
the Norfolk family. In 1401, he is supposed to hav6 
Accompanied Thomas of Lancaster, afterwards duke 
of Clarence, into Ireland, who went as Lord Lieuten- 
ant. In 1408, he married Millicent, lady Castle- 



' • At corroborative of this tale, it may not be amiss to mention that with a 
lUtta variation^ It hat bee* preserved by tradition to the present day among* 
the peasantry in the neighbourhood of Erpjngham. -Sir Thomas mi twioa 
married. 
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combe, a rich young widow of that kingdom, by whom 
he received lands in Wiltshire and Yorkshire; shortly 
after, being appointed to some considerable postin Gas* 
cony, he repaired thither, and, according to Caxton, 
the first English printer, continued " exercising the 
Warrys in the Royame of Fraunce and other. Conn- 
trees,. &c. by Fourty Yercs endurying." 
• A bare enumeration of the deed* recorded of this 
yaliant soldier, and the honors bestowed on him, 
would exceed our limits; suffice it to say, that he was 
entrusted, in conjunction with the earl of Dorset* 
with the government of Harfleuri that he distin- 
guished himself at the glorious battle of Agincoqrt, 
and in this, or some other battle, took a French 
general of the first quality prisoner; that he was, in 
1423, constituted regent in Normandy, in the juris- 
dictions of Rouen, Evreux, Alencon, and the countries 
beyond the Seine; governor of Anjou and Maine, 
and was soon after created a banneret on the field of 
battle. Two years after he besieged and took several 
places of strength; amongst the rest the castle of 
Sille-le Guillem, in right of which he was dignified 
with the title of Baron of France. But his most 
conspicious performance, was in 1428, when, con- 
veying a supply of provisions to the English camp 
before Orleans, he with 2500 English defeated a 
French force, which, at the lowest, is allowed by 
authors of that nation, to have been as much as 4000 : 
and others even calculate them at nine or ten thou- 
sand : this was called the battle of Herrings, because 
a great part of the provisions in Fastolff's charge con- 
sisted of those fish. Sir John was twice appointed 
on embassies, to treat of peace. 
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After his return to his native country, Sir J. Fas- 
tolff became no less celebrated for the practice of every 
peaceful virtue, than he had before been, for the 
cultivation of every warlike quality ; he had a city 
residence on Tombland, many other houses in Nor- 
wich, and, at his death, possessed considerable 
estates in Norfolk and other counties: he died in 
1459, aged upwards of eighty years, and was buried 
m a chapel of his own foundation, at the abbey of 
St. Bennet at the Holme. 

Much censure has been bestowed, by some writers, 
on our great poet Shakespeare, in ridiculing the 
character of this, worthy knight, under that of his 
Sir John Falstaff; whilst others as strenuously con- 
tend, that the ^picture of the fat knight was in no in- 
stance intended as a reflection on Sir John Fastolff. 
To state the arguments made use of, would occupy 
pages, but the reader may find much on this 
subject in the Biographica Britannica, with citations 
of authors who have indulged in either opinion. As 
confirmatory of the latter supposition, we may how- 
ever remark, that our knight was entrusted with a 
command in France, at the only time history will 
permit us to assign for the performance of the extra- 
vagancies of Prince Henry; and it appears probable, 
that, had that great poet intended a satire on Sir J. 
Fastolff, be would have burlesqued some of his real 
actions, as recorded by historians, and not have 
left us to apply the character of his Falstaff to the 
worthy knight, from a similitude only in the names. 

John Bale, bishop of Ossory in Ireland, was born 
at Gove near Dun wich, in Suffolk, in 1495. Being one 
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of a numerous family, lie was entered at twelve years 
of age in the Carmelites, or White Friars monastery* 
at Norwich, and from thence remoyed to Jesus Col- 
lege, Cambridge. He was educated in the Romish 
religion, but afterwards abjured that faith;* and, by 
his numerous writings, became a great promoter of 
the reformation. This of course exposed him to the 
persecution of the papists, nor was his marrying; 
about the same time, at all calculated to allay their 
resentment; from which however he was, for the pre* 
sent, protected by Lord Cromwell. After that lord's 
death, he retired into Holland, where he employed 
himself in writing several pieces in the English lan- 
guage. Edward VI. recalled him, presented him the 
living of Bishop's Stoke, in the county of Southamp* 
ton, and, in the year 1662, nominated him to the 
bishopric of Ossory. He was consecrated at Dublin 
on the 26th of March, 1663, but the accession of 
Queen Mary happening soon after, he was again 
obliged to fly from the persecution of the Romish 
priests, who had conspired his death. Meeting with 
difficulties, he at length proceeded to Basle, m Swit- 
zerland, and remained there, cultivating the acquain- 
tance of learned men, till the accession of Queen 
Elizabeth, when he came to England; and, con- 
tenting himself with a prebendal stall in the cathedral 
church of Canterbury, never sought the restoration 
of his see. He died A. D. 1673, in the 68th year of bis 
age, and was buried in Canterbury cathedral. 

Various are the characters given of bishop Bale, 
on the one hand he is extolled as a laborious enquirer, 

» He attributes hit own conversion to Thomas Lord Wentworth. 
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and praised for acuteness of research; on the 
other, he is accused of u settling the chronology 
of the English writers, with his eyes shut/'* and of 
disingenuity in his accounts of ancient authors. That 
the catholics should have heaped abuse on him, is 
not wonderful, when we consider his free treatment 
of them in his writings ; indeed, in the opinion of 
many of his admirers, he indulged in too nueh aspe- 
rity against them ; however, some excuse may be 
found in the provocation given, by their severe perse* 
cation of him, which seems to have had no bounds, 
but was even pushed on to an attempted assassination. 
His writings were voluminous, but the most cele* 
hrated is, The Centuries of English Writers, which 
was first printed in 1540, at Tpswich, at the press 
which Cardinal Wolsey had erected there : it was 
published with many additions, at Basle, in 1557, 
and again in 1559. 

Matthew Parker, the second protectant aroh- 
bishop of Canterbury, was born in Norwich, Aug. 
6th, 1504. His father, who was a reputable trades* 
man, he had the misfortune to lose at the early age 
of twelve ; in consequence of which, the care of his 
education devolved on his mother, who acquitted 
herself of this charge with great propriety. He 
entered Corpus Christi college, Cambridge, in 1520, 
and, passing through the different degrees, and the suc- 
cessive ordinations of deacon and priest, was, in 
1533, o rl534, made chaplain to Queen Anne 

■' ■ ■■'» ' 7 ' ' K « 

• Whirton*8 Preface to Anglit Sacra, 
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Boleyn ; and, through he* interest, wa# afterwards 

• promoted to the deanery of Stoke, in Suffolk, fie 
attended .his mistress to the scaffold, and received 
her particular' injunction, "to see that her daughter 

r.^ainbeth wc* brought up in the fear of God." After 
her death, he was chaplain successively to Henry 
VIII. and Edward VI. and was, distinguished by his 
opposition to popery, particularly during the reign 
of the latter prince, who appeiated him to the 
deanery of Lincoln. After Queen.Mary succeeded 
to the throne, he was deprived of ail.his preferments* 
and obliged to remove front place to place, to, avoid 
the pursuit of his enemies ; bnt, on the&appy acceo 
sion ef Elisabeth, was notonly relieved from danger, 
bnt was exalted to the highest station in the "Fngliwli 
Church; the archbishopric of Canterbmy. Appointed 
to this important trust, Dr. Parker was asaidnoua, 
in filling the several sees with learned and wordy 
men, and in taking every possible oare to counteract 
the designs of the papists. As might be eapeeted, 
he met with much opposition, in endeavouring to 
reform the church, to the extent he contemplated ; 
and it even seems, that the Queen herself was little 
inclined to sanction some of the necessary innovations* 
Archbishop Parker died May 17th, 1575, and was 
buried, with great solemnity, in his own private 
chapel at Lambeth, under an altar-tomb erected by 
himself: part of his character is thus given, by the 
editors of the Biograpfaia Britannic* : — " He was 
pious, sober, temperate ; modest even to a fault, 

* being upon many occasions over bashful ; immovable 
in |he distribution of justice ; a great patron and zeal- 
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ous defender of the church of England, again* the 
stocks of both puritans and papists ; in .which he 
acted , with great stoutness and resolution, it being 
his rale, t» a ^oerf cmute to fktr nobody ; notwith- 
standing he is for that censured by some, as having 
too much roughness, and want of courtship : n to 
which may ho added, he was very charitable, and a 
gjfeeat benefactor to learning, founding a sVee-tehoel 
at Rochdale, in Lancashire, and ten scholarships 
and two feUowships in Corpus Christi College, to 
which establishment he .bestowed many gifts and 
legacies, and, amongst the rest, his valuable oolite* 
tfcm of manuscripts. To hint the nation was indebted 
for the translation of the bible, commonly called the 
Bishop's Bible, and for the foundation of the Society 
of Antiquaries. He published four of our .best 
SngRsh historians, Matthew of Westminster, Mat- 
thew Paris, Assess life of king Alfred, and Tho- 
mas Walsingham; also, a Defence of Priests' Afar* 
riages, and other learned works of his own. 

John Kaye, or Caws, as he is generally called, 
but whose true name was Keys, was a famous phy- 
sician in the reigns of Edward VI, Mary, and 
Elisabeth. He ws* born at Norwich, A. D. 1510, 
and admitted of GonvUle-baH, Cambridge, whilst 
wry young, After taking the degree of M. D. he 
went to Italy, and studied in the University of Padua* 
under the celebrated John Baptist Menrtanus: be 
there translated many learned works, and became a 
renowned public reader of physic, and of Greek lee* 
teres* Returning to England, he commenced prae- 
ftiee at Shrewsbury, and shortly after at Norwssh ; 
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and the sweating sickness' breaking oat in 1551, was 
so celebrated for his successful method of treating 
that distemper, that he was called to London, and 
made physician to Edward the sixth. 

In 1557, he applied to Queen Mary, whose phy- 
sician and great favourite he then was, for leave to 
advance the hall he had been educated in, to a college, 
and having obtained permission, considerably enlarged 
the buildings of that foundation, which then became 
incorporated as, The master and fellows of gon- 
ville and caius college. Dr. Caius was himself 
chosen master, m 1559, but resigned in 1573, and 
lived for a short time as a fellow-commoner in his 
own college ; from whence going to London, on some 
urgent business, he died there, on the 29th of July, 
1573, after having (it is said) foretold his death, and 
was interred in the chapel of his college at Cam- 
bridge. On his tomb, besides his age and the time 
of his death, is only the following short inscription : 

FUI CAIUS. 
vivrr post funera virtus. 
The most important of Dr. Kaye's medical pro* 
ductions, is a Treatise on the Ephemera Britannica, 
or Sweating Sickness ; which, as the author's skil- 
ful treatment of that disease warrants us to expect, is 
an excellent practical work, and contains the best 
published account of the distemper : it has, however, 
been objected, that it gives but little account of its 
rise. But his writings are not confined to the medi- 
cal 'profession, he was a judicious naturalist, and 
upon the most intimate footing with the celebrated 
Gevter, for whose use he wrote, * Short Histories 
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of certain Rare Animals and Plants/ which were 
published amongst the works of the German Natu- 
ralist. At the instigation of the same learned person, 
he composed also, a " Treatise on British Dogs,' 
which Mr. Pennant so much approved, as to insert 
complete in his * British Zoology/ Another of Dr. 
Kaye's performances was a History of the University 
of Cambridge, in which he labours to prove it of 
•more ancient foundation than that of Oxford ; and if 
iie has not succeeded in this, he has certainly pro- 
duced a book in a pure latin style.* 

William Cunningham, a young and learned 
physician of Norwich, who, in 1559, published a 
book, Entitled "The cosmographical glasse, 
conteyning the pleasant Principles of Cosmographie, 
Geographic, Hydrographie or Navigation :" it con- 
tains many neat wood cuts, executed by the author 
himself, and a map, or rather bird's eye view, of 
•Norwich, as it appeared in 1558. This book is now 
become scarce, and is considered a great curiosity, 
particularly the plan of the city, as being the first 
.that was ever published. We know very little of this 
author, but that he wrote seven other treatises, 
which were never printed, as he died about the time, 
or most probably, rather before the one we have 
been describing was quite finished, at the early age 
of 28. 

Richard Corbet, bishop of Norwich, and an 
excellent poet, was the son of Mr. Vincent Corbet 
and was born at Ewell, in Surrey, about the year 

• • Oxford his bad also its Cains, who has taken the opposite side. 
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1668. He was first educated in Westminster school* 
and afterwards admitted a student of CfaristrCburch, 
Oxford. In 1606, he proceeded master of arts, 
(being then esteemed one of the most celebrated wits 
in the University) afterwards, entering into holj 
orders, he becanto eminent as a preacher, and his 
talents attracted the notice of king James, who made 
him his chaplain, and, in 1620, promoted him to 
the deanery of Christ-church : he was at, this time, 
doctor of divinity, senior student of Christ-church, 
vicar of Cassington, near Woodstock, in Oxford- 
shire, and prebend of Bedminster Secnnda, in the 
cathedral church of Salisbury. He was elected 
bishop of Oxford in 1#W, and translated to the see 
of Norwich in 1639, hut enjoyed this last dignity 
for three years only : dying in 1635, he was buried 
in his cathedral church, near the founder's tomb* 

Bishop Corbet is characterized as a very hospita- 
ble man, and a great promoter of public designs. 
At the repair of St. Paul's cathedral, anno* 1664, he 
contributed largely to that work himself, and to- 
nished several of his poorer clergy with money, that, 
by their subscription, they might stimulate the beae- 
' volence of their richer brethren. With respect to 
his merit as a poet, it is to be remarked, that 
his works were written whilst he was young* 
and were not, by him, intended for publication. 
A collection of them, nftder the. tide of Poetioa 
Stromata, was first published in 1647, and another 
edition, with some additions, in 167& As specimen* 
of his talents, both at panegyric and satire, we shall 
subjoin parts of two poems ; the first of which, an 
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Befj o» William Howard, barm of Effingham, 
was written shortly after the death of that nobleman, 

i" > ■ u I am aagry whfeo a same 

Games to upbraid the world, like Ep^Aam. 

Nor was it modest in thee to depart 

To thy eternal home, where now thou art, 

'Era thy. reproath waa ready; or to die, 

'JEre custom had pxepar'd thy caHravry. 

Eight days are past since thou hast paid thy debt 

To sin, and not a libel stirring yet ; 

Courtiers, that scoff by patent, silent sit, 

And have no use of slander or of wit : 

But which is monstrous, tho' against the tide. 

The water-men have neither rail'd nor ly'd. 

Of good or bad there's no distinction known, 

Far in thy prdbe the goodatKHrt'd are one." 

The other is from his versed upon Mrs. Mallett, ail 

mnhandsome gentlewoman, that made lave to him : 

u Hare I renounc'd my faith ? or basely sold 

MraHba, o* my loyalty for gold ? 

Haw I some foreign practice undertook, 

By poison, shot, sharp knife, or sharper look, 

To kill my king ? Have I betray'd the state 

9o fire or fury, or some newer fate : 

Which, learned muxtfc'rers, these grand destinies, 

The Jesuits have nurs'd? If of all these 

I guilty am, proceed, I am content 

That MiMet take me for my punishment 

Ear. atvtfr sib was of so high a Fate, 

But one nigfttfs hell with her might eyptate." 

Joseph Hall, a pious and learned divine, sac* 
tmwa^ bishop of Exeter a»d Norwich j emwentas 
an anther aad a poet, and for the persecution fie 
e*nan*noed imm the fanetks, m the time of the 
grand rebellion; waa the east of a gentleman who, 
wrier Henry earl of Huntingdon, had the ge»rer*< 
men* ,of Ashhy de la Zo«eh, in Leicestershire) in 
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vhtifa parish our divine was bom, JWy 1st, 1474* 
He was initiated in learning at the grammar-school of 
his native piaee ; at the age of fifteen, was admitted 
of Emmanuel-college, Cambridge, of which -he after- 
wards became fellow, passed through all his degrees, 
and read the rhetoric lectures for two years with 
considerable applause. After having resided,- in the 
whole, about thirteen years at college, he was pre- 
sented to the rectory of Halstead, in Suffolk, where 
he married; and, in 1605, left for a time, in order 
to accompany Sir Edmund Bacon to the Spa. He 
informs us, that his chief motive for undertaking this 
journey, was a desire to examine personally into the 
state and practice of the Romish church; in which he 
was gratified, and had also an opportunity of holding 
a conference with the celebrated Jesuit Coster : he . 
gives an account of this meeting, in which the papist 
indulged in a choleric invective against the English 
church, for its want of miracles; which were asserted 
to greatly and visibly abound in the church of Rome. 
Shortly after his return, he was appointed chaplain 
to Prince Henry, who had been much pleased with 
his preaching ; he was afterwards made prebendary 
of Wolverhampton; fa 1016, dean of Worcester; 
and, in 16l&> was sent, in company with four other 
English dmaes, to the Synod -of Dort: from this 
occupation he was, however, obliged to return, on 
account of ill health ; baft not till he had preached 
a lath* sermon before that reverend assembly, ufeo, 
by their president and assistants, took a soleinii lemm 
of him ; and the deputies of the $fates, as a mark of 
their esteem for his learning and abilities, presented 



Digitized ibyVjOOQlC 



Mm wkh a rich gold medal, which is ww in the eas~ 
tody o£ the* master of Emmaanel^oUege. 

Having rofnsed, in 1824, the Wshopric of Gkm- 
eestcr, he was, in 10*7, elevated fcathat of Exeter : 
about this title, our good bishop, in defending the 
ofcnroh of England from the attacks of soma papists, 
had the misfortune to be misunderstood by several 
welKmeaniBg, but over-zealous protestante; and what* 
in similar cases, has been often experienced,, whilst 
some were accusing him ol remissness, and of giving 
his popish adversaries the advantage of the contest, 
others were no less earnest in thrusting the accusation 
of puritanismupon hiss. Thes* circumstances mast 
have made the assuming the government oi that exten- 
sive diocese particularly difficult ; bat bishop Hall* 
by his prudent measures, and mild and unaffected 
behaviour, soon obtained , the . confidence and the 
affections of bis numerous clergy. On the 15th. Nov. 
1341, he was translated to Norwich; however* having 
been oaeel the thirteen bishops who protested against 
the validity of all laws made during their forced 
exclusion from parliament, he was, on the 86thof 
January, 1642, committed with the others to the 
tower. About the following Jane, ho was released, 
upon giving £6,000 bail, and immediately withdrew 
to Norprieh; bat, in April, 1M3, she order for 
seqo^ateringnotorioHsdelinqaects 7 estates having been 
pasted^ in which onr bislftp was included by name, 
sequestrators ware appointed, who laid hands on aU 
his property, both real and personal ; " they sent," 
says the injured prelate, " certain men appointed by 
them to apprise t)» goods that were in the house; 
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which they accordingly elecnfed wad* all diligetU 
severity, not leaving so maoh as a dftaesvof tranchei** 
or my children's pictures,, oat «f their curious inven- 
tory:" and lie farther, inform* ua, they weald have 
appraiaed the very wearing apparel of himself and 
Unify, had not twe of the chief sequestrates to 
whom he appealed, forbidden it*,, Parliament had 
agreed, that £400 per ana. should be given to the 
bishop, in place of wkat they had stripped him of; 
hat no oare waa taken fine the payment of this money, 
aid when he applied to the committee in Norwich* 
and had it confirmed by them, an order wae received 
from the superior committee, at London, prohibiting 
tins allowance; butinformnigthe NorwichcommiUee f 
that if the bishop's wife waa necessitated for a main-r 
tenanca, upon her suit to the londVand oe mmona, 
it mupkt be granted, that she should hare a. fifth part; 
application was accordingly made, and, after a. long 
delay, the request granted ; hattheaeooanftaefjtlmse 
£ec% sequestrators were so eon&aed* thatttoenld 
not be said what a fifth was, and they were, content 
"that I should eat my books, by setting off the awn 
engaged&tthe payment of them ent of the fifth part :" 
yet " while I received nothing, something' waa requir* 
ed of me* They were not ashamed, after Any had 
taken* away and sold. all my gooda and personal 
estate, to come to , me for aaseaamenta andmonUdy 
payments for that estate which they had taken.; and; 
took diatreasea from me, upon my meal jnat denial 
and vehemently required ma to find the .wonted alma 
of my peedeceasass, whan they had left menotbing." 
They conclnded theae outrages Jby driving him from 
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Ms palace/ upon whieh, in 14M» lie retired to a 
snati estate which he rented, ait Heigham, in tike 
western suburbs of Norwich, where he died, Sep*, 
tember 8th, 1606, in the 82d year of his age ; and was 
buried in the chancel of the parish church there : a 
monument was afterwards erected to his memory, 
against the south wall. 

To attempt a formal character of bishop Hall, 
would be altogether a work of supererogation. This 
pious prelate spent a considerable portion of a long 
life under a persecution, which ha* consigned his 
oppressors to infamy : some of whom would have 
been forgotten, even in name, but for their unchris- 
tian-like treatment of this meek divine. Under all 
these scenes of violence, his writings shew the spirit 
of real philosophy, and are indeed his truest tes- 
timony. By learned foreigners he has been called the 
English Seneca* 

The works, of bishop. Hall were first collected, in a 
complete manner, by tbe Hev. Jonah Pratt, and pub- 
lished in ten volumes, octavo, in 1808, They are 
allowed to be filled with "fine thoughts, excellent 
morality, and a great deal of piety/ 1 His satires, 
which were published at an early period of his life, 
have been a model for succeeding English satirists ; 
and though he was not the first w ho attempted this 
species of poetry in England, he was certainly the 
first legitimate satirist of our country. In the third 
satire of his fifth book, he shews his just conception 
of the true design of this kind of poetry, and, as his 
editor justly remarks, 'I laments at the same time, 
the un tempered genius of his ago; which, while it 
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encouraged the graces and subdued imagination of 
classic elegance, could not brook its bolder and more 
nervous efforts. It begins thus : 

The satyre should be like the porcupine, 
That shooti sharp qaiMes oat in each angry line, 
And wounds the blushing cheek and fiery eye, 
Of hhn that heares and readeth guiltily. 
Ye antique satyres, how I bless.your daies, 
That brook'd your bolder stile, their own dispraise ; 
And wel-neare wish, yet joy my wish is vaine, 
I had beene then, or they were now agaiae ! 
For now our eares beene of more brittle mold, 
Than those dull earthen eares that were of old ; 
Sitfa theirs, like anvilles, bore the hammer's head, 
Our glasse can never touch unshivered. 
His last satire is " a humorous and ironical recan- 
tation of the former satires ; as the author here pre 7 
tends, there can J>e no just ground for one in such 
times as his own." The following lines form part 
of it : 

Was never age I weenc so pure as this 1 



Seeke over all the world, and tell mee where 
Thou finds't a proud man, or a flatterer ; 
A theefe, a drunkard, or a parricide, 
A lechour, Iyer, or what vice beside* 
Mar chants are no whit covetous of late, • 
Nor make no mart of time, gaine of deceit. 
Patrons are honest now, ore they of old ; 
Can now no benefice be boughte or sold. 

The prose works of bishop Hall are written in such 
a style of eloquence, as justly entitles him to a \>lace 
amongst our best authors ; but the distance of time 
since he wrote has necessarily occasioned some of 
his phrases to appear rather obsolete. He com- 
posed a latin piece, entitled " Mundus alter et idem" 
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t. e. The World different, yet the same, in which he, 
under an agreeable fiction, ridicules the vicious man- * 
ners of several nations. It is to be regretted, that 
so excellent a piece of irony should be nearly inac- 
cessible to the English reader ; there having never 
been but one translation of it, and that now become 
remarkably scarce. " We cannot avoid observing in 
this place, that an attention to the contemplations of 
bishop Hall is likely to be renewed among critical 
readers, by the ingenious and acute Dr. Ferriar, 
who has traced some of Sterne's hints and remarks, to 
Rabelais, Burton, bishop. HaU, and other writers, 
without detracting from the absolute originality of 
Sterne's genius. They point out the train of his wild 
and eccentric reading, hut his manner and his wit 
are still, and will ever continue to be, exclusively his 
own*"* f 

Sir Thomas Brown. This highly-celebrated 
physician and author was born at London, in the 
parish of St Michael, in Cheapside, on the 19th of 
October, 1606. His father, who was a merchant of an 
ancient family, dying when hit son was very young,' 
)eft him a fortune of £0,000, but he, being afterwards 
deprived of the protection of his mother, who had 
again married, suffered much through the rapacity 
of a guardian. He was first educated at Winchester 
school ; in 1623, entered as a gentleman-commoner 
of Broadg&te-hall, since styled Pembroke-college, « 
n Oxford ; was admitted to the degree of bachelor of 
arts 1627, afterwards to that of master of arts, and, 

« ■»■ ■ ■!■■' < ■ • •- < • • "■■■ ■ 

• Norfolk Tour. 
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sjtudylng with regard to the practice of medicine, 
commenced that profession in Oxfordshire. 

This place he soon quitted, in order to accompany 
into Ireland his father-in-law, Sir Thomas Duties, 
who held a poet under the government of that coun- 
try, and was now about to make anetfeiei visit of its 
forts and castles. From thence he went to France 
and Italy, made some* stay at M*ntpelier and Padua, 
then the celebrated schools of medicine, and, returning 
home through -Holland, procured the degree at 
Doctor of Physic, in the University of Leyden. Ho 
arrived at London about 11084, and, the next year, 
wrote his celebrated piece ' ReMgio Medici:' this bo 
himself declares never to have ieen intended foe the 
press, but solely lor his o*n~ exercise and entertain^ 
ment. He removed to Norwich in 1686, soon 
acquired very extensive practice ; was incorporated 
M. D. at Oxford, the following year ; and, in 1041, 
married Mrs* Milsham, a lady of good family in 
Norfolk. Alttmughhehadnevefin4endedhiaRdiBio 
Medici for the public eye, a ' broken and imperfect 
copy' of it had escaped his hand, and, with the aces~ 
moisted errors of frequent transcription, at length 
arrived at the press : this occasioned him -to give a 
correct edition of it to the world, in 1643. In 1W6 
be published his ' Pseudodoxia Epidemics/ or * En* 
quiries into Vulgar and Common Errors;' in 1668? 
4 HydriotapMa,' or Urn-Burial, which was occa- 
sioned by the discovery of some sepulchral urns in 
Brampton, and other partsgof Norfolk. In M6&, ho 
was chosen Honorary Fellow of the College of Phy- 
sicians, and upon the visit of king Charles II. to 
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Norwich, was knighted by that sovereign. Having 
Bred many fears with great reputation to himself and 
benefit to -others; ke died on his birth-day, October 
19th, 168ft, agedT7, -and was buried in the chance! of 
«»!. Peter's of Mancreftehurch, where there is a mo- 
tnoment, condoning inscriptions, both in Latin and 
English, relating to several events in bis life. 

His character was delineated at length by Mi*. 
Whritefoot, who bad a long and intimate acquaintance 
wfth him : he tells us, that his complexion and hair 
were brown, his features handsome, and that he 
possessed a grave yet cheerful and inviting counte*- 
nance : be was never seen to be transported with, 
mirth, or dejected with sadness ; seldom heard to 
break a jest, and wheal he did, he would be apt t» 
blush at the levity of it ; his gravity was natural, 
without affectation; his religion, that of the church 
ef England, in which he shewed himself unaffectedly *, 
humble and sincere : he was charitable and generous', 
and paid such regard' to the education of his children, 
esteeming no charge too great for that purpose, that 
he much contracted the wealth which his large prac- 
tice acquired. In his last sickness, whieh Continued 
about a week, he endured great pain, and a continual 
fever, with as much patience as was ever seen in 
man, without any pretence of stoical apathy, animo- 
sity i or vanity of not being concerned thereat; and 
his last words were expressive of submission to the 
will of God, and fearlessness ef death. 

Dr. Jdhnson remarks of his Religio Medici, that 
it was no sooner published, than it excited the atten- 
tion of the public/ by the novelty of paradoxes, the 
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digtiitv of sentiment, the quick succession of images , 
the multitude of abtruse allusions, tiie subtlety of 
disquisition, and the strength of language. The l J seu- 
doduxia Epidemics, the same author observes, is a 
work which, as it arose not from fancy and invention, 
but iroiu observation and hooks, and contained not a 
single discourse of one continued tenor, of which 
the latter part rose from the former, but an enume- 
ration of many unconnected particulars, must have 
been tbe collection of years, and the effect of a design 
early formed and long pursued, to which his remarks 
had been long referred, and which arose gradually to 
its present bulk, by the daily aggregation of new par- 
ticles of knowledge. Speaking of his writings in 
general^ the same critic says, his exuberance of 
knowledge, and plenitude of ideas, sometimes 
obstructs the tendency of his reasoning, and the clear- 
ness of his decisions. His memory supplied him 
with so many illustrations, parallel or dependent 
notions, that he was always starting into collateral 
considerations : hut the spirit and vigour of his pur* 
suit always gives delight; and the reader follows him t 
without reluctance, through bis mazes, in themselves 
flowery and pleasing, and ending at the point originally 
■ in view* To conclude in the words of the author we 
have continued to quote, c * he will not easily he 
deprived of the esteem of posterity while learning 
shall have any reverence among men ; for there is no 
science in which he does not discover some skill; 
and scarce any kind of knowledge, profane or sacred, 
abtruse or elegant, which he does not appear to U?ve 
cultivated with success." . •• . 
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Edward Browne, an eminent physician, and 
*0tt of the preceding leaned knight, was^born about 
the yea* 16431. fie was instructed in grammar 
at- the school of Norwich; and, hi 1665, took 
the degree of Bachelor of Physic at Cambridge. 
Removing afterwards t& Mertoh-college, Oxford, hcf 
was admitted there to the same degree in 1066, and 
tbe next year watf created Doctor. lb 1668, he 
visited part of Germany, and, in the following year, 
mad© a wider excursion, into Austria, Hungary, 
and Thessaly,, where the Grand Seignior then kept 
his court at Lgrissa : he afterwards passed through' 
Italy. Upon hid Return, he practised physic in 
London, was made physician, fiVst to Charles II. and 
afterwards lo St. Bartholomew's hospital. He was 
first Censor, then elect, and treasurer of the College' 
of Physicians; of which, in 170fr, he was chosen 
president, and held this office till his death, which 
happened on the 27th of August) 1TO8, in the 062* 
yea* of his age, after a very short illness, at his seat 
at Northfleet, near ^reenhi the, in Kent 

Dr. Browne was a vfery learned man, and an able 
physician: he wrote an excellent latin style, was a 
oritie in Greet, and uriderstcmdfiHebrew. He was 
also master of the High Dutch, French, awi Italian 
languages. King Charles II. honoured him with this f . 
panegyric, that « he was as learned as any of the J 
college, and as weH brebT as any of the court/ He 
published in account of his travels in two volumes, 
Which has been much commended, and particularly 
for its scrupulous and exact veracity, lie also joined 
lib name to those of several other eminent men, \n { 
a translation of Plutarch's Lives.+British Bfagrvphy. 
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William Briggs, an, eminent physician and deu- 
list, born A. D. 1642, in the eity of Norwich, was 
the son of Augustine Briggs, Esq. and descended 
from an ancient family, at Sail, in the comity of 
Norfolk. Our physician was admitted into Jfcnnet 
College, Cambridge, at the age of thirteen; he was 
educated under the care of Dr. Tennison, afterwards 
archbishop of Canterbury, and, being chosen follow* 
became himself tutor to many, in which capacity he, 
for several years, continued an ornament to the col- 
lege. He took the degrees of bachelor and master 
of arts, and was, in 1670, incorporated in the 
University of Oxford. He commenced practice 
as an M. D. in 1677, and, after improving 
himself by travelling, settled *t London, where he 
soon became eminent in his profession, acquired the 
esteem of persons of the highest rank and learning, 
and was appointed physician in ordinary to king WH- % 
Jiam 111% and physician to St. Thomas's hospital in < 
South wark. He married Hannah, sole daughter and 
heiress of Edmund Hobart, gent, of Holt, in Nor- 
folk, an eminent royalist in Cromwell's time: this 
lady is said to have been possessed of excellent sense 
and great virtue* Dr. Briggs died on the fourth of 
September, 1704, at Town Mailing in Kent, and 
lies there interred. 

His two treatises, entitled ' Optbalmographia' and 
' Nova visionis Theoria/ were published at Cam- 
bridge in 1676, and have always been highly esteemed : 
Sir Isaac Newton, in a letter to the author, expresses 
in warm terms his approbation of them, as calculated 
to promote two sciences of great importance, anatomy 
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and optica. He was. author, also of some other 
learned performances. y>> 
: Dr. Samuel Clarke, a very learned and cele- 
brated divine, was horn in Norwich Oct 11th, 1675: 
his father, Edward Clarke Esq. was an alderman of 
the cky,. and for many .years, one of its representa- 
tive* in parliament After receiving the rudiments 
, of Ms education, in the grammarnichool of his native 
city, Mr. Clarke was sent, A. D. 1601, to Cams 
College Cambridge, where his great abilities became 
so conspicuous, that, before the age of twenty-two, 
he was instrumental in the establishment of the New- 
tonian • Philosophy, in that university. Intending 
himself for the profession of divinity, he applied 
closely to that study, and, having taken orders, was 
appointed chaplain to. Dr. John. Moore, bishop of 
Norwich, who gave him the rectory of Drayton in 
Norfolk ; and procured him the ministry of a parish 
jn Norwich, both of which were of very inconsider- 
able value. In 1706, at the desire of Sir Isaac 
Newton, he translated that philosopher's Optics into 
•fegant latin; and, being soon after introduced at 
Court, by his patron the bishop, and recommended 
to the favour of Queen Anne, was appointed one 
of her chaplains in ordinary, and, in 1709, presented 
to the rectory of St James's, Westminster. In 
W1Q,L Dr. Clarke published one of the most splendid 
books that ever issued from the English press : — an 
edition of Caesar's Commentaries, in one volume 
roya\ folio, with eighty-seven plates. Soon after, 
< he was engaged. in a warm controversy, occasioned 
by his. publication of < The Scripture Doctrine of the 
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ftirfty .;'. and, ia 1716 and 11M, dispute* *i* tie* 
celebrated Leibnite, on die principles of natural phi- 
losophy and religion. The plane of master af the 
mint was offered to Mm, upon Hie demise of Sir 
Isaas Newton, huttbie he rdfaaed, as incanjristaat 
with hi* clerical profession. In the baguuuag <rf 
1W9, he published, in one quarto volume, the ikat 
twelve books of Homer's ilied, with a Latin V*wion, 
almost entirely .new, afedexeelknt anhatationi; JtoH, 
bereft fan had oempletad the camming ones* he 
wne talon ill, and died en the 1'Nh.of May, jn4be 
same year. : 

The character of Br. Clark* was Jfc&s dmnei, fay 
Hare, bishop of Chichester—-" Dr. Clarke tsanMa* 
who baa uUthe §oodqmtitu* t that can aseet<togolh*r> 
to recommend him. He is popsesaed ef «# thepevts 
e€ fcmwtngr, that are vahiabie in* Clergy nam, in* 
degree that few possess any sfctyls :o*e. He hat 
joined, to a^eodelriM inihe t&ree iemmed laafaayaii 
a great -oompaseaf the best PMIasopAgrand Jfatfheses' 
<u»> as appear* by hi* Jbsti* wotki; and his JSnftuk 
anea aseaaefc a fvoof uaf . his own piety, and ef his 
jmo m t iod^ B in JS a tat f y , and have 4one souuctieer* 
•w to ifofr^ai , as aooU. nmbe any 4>therasaii> that 
WsspstJtndktr the suspicion *f heresy ^f eopareefthe 
friendship audi esteemed algeoxldxurdnaen, espe* 



* Tire remaiainf twelve boeto of the Ilitfd were published By tali in, Mr. 

e.ci#*^ teifw* • » 

t Hiy ' ttcriyarc DOjtrjaeef 4he Trinity* gareoffonec » stipe, W* fidhauM 
it not Altogether orthodox, and this occasioned it to be debated by the co»- 
Hofttten : Dr. Clirrfce *tfn«4 * paper -which *wae* M t M O kU ty 4©<%e eppef 
Jtooic, bat not altogether •/» to the Uwjer foe. 
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tteflyof*a'eter§y. And to*tt this j>^ and /asm- 
mj, f and the> good ase tbafcbas bee* made of it, is> 
added a tof*j*>r happy beyond expression: aawe*t» 
•aajr, mod**,, inofsttetre*. ohtipog behaviouff adorn, 
all bar actims* and no paajaon, vanity, inaekaee* 
or otfttitattar, appear either m what be write* or 
aays.* 

Mb. .Acttiiotn nvnis.Speclatejv No. Stfff, hatlbaa 
remark oisBte Claake, andwawf bfepriaoipd ^Kfl*a ; 
«* The maw edition irhieh it gken aa of CtesarVCkan- 
m«it«rw, bajialroady been taken notice of m fowag* 
gazettes* and- is a work thai does honour to the En* 
gfoh press. It is no: wondes that an edition should 
b* ve*y, correct, which baa passed through the hand* 
of/ one; of the* most accurate; learned and jttcUetons 
writers this age* baa paeodneed.^ 
4 €^«» HoRNE^biahap of Norwich, was; the; 
son of the Rev. Samuel Home,, fleeter ©i Qthani* 
*©w Mairietoney in Kent, and m bona at that place, 
•atsrefrat o£ November, Mm ,Undex the tuition 
of his father, hojaadoarapsUpragiw* avtoe^ and 
iartnr, so that wbeny at tfee age of thirteen, be we* 
s«BtioBlaadsten0<a^ool>.&0iaaatM 9 afarprised al his 
pro&oteneyi addressed him tbaa ;— '* why,"' said 
he, <*do you"©oina4o«ohoid, wtien you are>ra$hwfit 
to go froro&chooL^Sert be ooatianiod fartflrosyenrs 
only, when he obtained & Maidstone scholarship in 
Umrorsity college, Oxford ;, and having, in 1740*, 
taken his bachelor's degree^ was chose® fellow of 
Magdaleir-'CoUcge. In 1760, Mn Horae took the 
-degree of waster- of arts, and, in the* following yea^ 
JWoi^nedJiy the Bishop of Ox ford. He preached 
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hiii first sermon at Finedon, in Northamptonshire/ 
and, not long after, preached before one of foe most 
learned ' and polite congregations at London ; the 
clergyman, whose pnlpH he supplied on the occasion, 
pronounced, that ' George Home was, without 
exception, the best preacher in England :' a testi- 
mony the more valuable, as Mr. Jones observes, ^ he^ 
Cause it came from a person, who had, with many 
people, the reputation of being such himself. - 

In 1768, Mr. Horde was 'elected president of Mag- 
dalen-college ; and, about the same time, married -the 
daughter of Philip Burton, Esq. at Eltbam, in 
Kent: He now proceeded doctor in divinity, and 
was appointed chaplain to the king. ' In 1776, Dr. 
Home was elected vice-chancellor of the University ; 
in 1781, the year after the expiration of that office, 
dean of Canterbury ; and; in 1780, was promoted to 
the see of Norwich. * -* * 

Mr. Home had early applied himself to the study 
of Hebrew, and, through an intimacy -with some 
gentlemen who were favorers of the doctrines of-Hut- 
chinson, he was led to partially adopt that system 
himself : on this occasion it is fairest, as the editor of 
ifae Biographical Dictionary has done hefore, to give 
tne words of Mr. Jones, his biographer, steady 
friend, and a man of similar opinions.-^ '< It has been 
hinted to me that Dr. Home had embraced asort ef 
philosophy in the early part of his life, which he found 
reason to give up toward the latter end of it Before 
it can be judged how. far this may be true* a neces- 
sary distinction is' to be made. I do net recollect 
that his writings any where discover a professed 
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attachment to the ljebrew criticisms of Mr. Hutchin- 
son ; and I could prove abundantly, from his private 
letters to myself, that he was no friend to the use of 
such evidence, either in philosophy or divinity. But 
that he renounced or disbelieved that philosophy 
which asserts the true agency of nature, and the res- 
pective use of the elements, or that he did not always 
admire, and so far as he thought it prudent, insist 
upon it and recommend it, is not true."* 

Thus much, in justice towards a candid statement 
of his opinions, is given in the language of his friend. 
The consideration of the Hutchinsonian principles, 
how far they may be correct as applied to Natural Phi- 
losophy, or where they begin to assume a fanciful as- 
pect in their application to higher objects, is a wide 
field, into which we have no occasion to enter'; we 
have a far more satisfactory task, in bearing testimo- 
ny to the general tenor of his life, in which he con-* 
stantly shewed the disposition of a charitable and 
pious christian, and proved himself truly worthy of 
the preferment he obtained. He was naturally of a 
tender constitution, increased perhaps by application 
-to study, so that soon after his arrival at the palace 
of Norwich, observing the large flight of steps by 
which it is entered, he exclaimed, ' alas! I am come 
to these steps at a time of life when. I can neither go 
up them nor down them with safety/ He was even 
unable to deliver the charge which he had prepared 
(or his primary visitation; and, undertaking a journey 
to Bath, where he had twice before experienced relief, 

* * Jpnes*i Life <tf Horn*. 
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was attacked on the road by a paralytat affeet*en: ha 
however completed hi* journey ; and, for, a short tuna* 
appeared Uk a recovering, state; but died oa the 17th 
of January 17P2, in the 02d jeer of his a$a» Ha 
was buried *t Etohamin Kent, A commendatory, 
hot yerjr jnet epitaph, is placed opw him, which 
i* also put up in the cathedral of Norwich. 

H» works were numerous; the first, written at % 
yery early age, was a parallel between the Sonuwut* 
jfcipioim of Cicero, and the Newtonian plaa of the 
Cosmothoofeel System : he was however soon aemibfe 
that be had treated this subject with too much levity* 
and therefore, about two years after, poWis bed ' sx 
candid and impartial Slate of the case between Sir 
Isaac Newton and Jfr. Hutchinson,' tn^a riper ego 
he published < A Commentary on the Beak of Psahne; 
which will be read at long a» learning and piety er* 
valued; and another excellent work * Letters onlnf* 
delit^:' &o.dpc. 

Horatio Ne*soh.— Any attempt tQeanmamte 
the deeds of this gallant seaman, in the epaoe onv 
limits afford, wonld he as fittfle as nancoeaaacy ; wins 
Englishman knows net the splendid catalogue of hie 
victories? , or which amongst their ehildnui has net 
bean taught the history of his path of honour, to iftsx 
glorious close ? Her is it needful to rehearse the 
titles which he bore. However wo amy rejoice that 
he attained these honours, which indeed wore stilt 
below his desert, these form, not the criteria by whiefc 
the name of NELSON U^o be ifsjnetalsjL Hut 
name atm holds its away in the hearts of JE^tiahmen, 
and, so long as they and EngJ^niexjst, so long will 
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Ike amiw injy of his victories remote on reoord, 
and he in them will be, re mem b ered . 

Norfolk claims the honoar of hating grren birth to 
this great man, and at tne Free-school of Nohwich 
did he commence his education. To NELSON tar 
aeanesof bieeeiiyyeotli wow ererdear, and when, at 
the^lorieiis battle off Cape St Viaeent,inL797, he had 
the fofteac to receive tha sword of his antagonist the 
Spanish Adewral, ho presented it to this city :* no. 
doubt reflecting, that, in addition to thoarideitwoaUl 
oeeeaieft merer/ loyal breast, to view this trophy of 
the snceesefcd valour of their countryman, it woafct 
lanu^ a perpetual atinitOnste the ycmth of that coun- 
ty, which hot never fatted to predoeo its ML share 
of anal heroes, 

Alihongh the death of the heroic Nelson was a 
matter of the deepest regret to his donatory, m com- 
mander wee evermore fortnaetein theprodse moment 
ef that death.~Many have died inaction, WGLFJ}had 
the satisfaction of hearing thai hie enemies fled, bnt 
NJBL80N Ibedio he aseared that his. skill, seconded 
by the veioor of his oflioen and men* had been sac- 
eaasfhlmobtamingaghwioiw result.—" Once, amidst 
hit suffering*," any* Mr. Soothey " Nelson hod ex- 
pressed a wish that he were dead; hot immediately 
the spirit sabdtied the pain* of death, and he wished 
to fere alitrte hni§or;--dimbtte8s that he might hear 
the comnletHmof the victory which he had seen so 
gbrionsly begun. That consolation— that joy— that 
triamph, waaafcrded him. He lived to knew that 

• Kelaoi wit pretested, on this occwion, with Hie freedom of the city. 
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the victory was decisive ; and the last guns which 
were fired at the flying enemy, were heard a minute 
or twohefore he expired," 

We shall close this little tribute by extracting some 
remarks, on the death of J^elsou, from the excellent 
aeeowit of his life, by the^entlerosn above-mentioned. 

" The death of Nelson was felt in England as some* 
thing more than a public calamity : men started at 
the intelligence, and turned pale; as if they had heard 
off the loss of a dear friend- An object of oar admira- 
tion and affection, of our pride and of our hopes, 
was suddenly taken from us; and it seemed as if we 
had never, till then, known how deeply we loved 
and reverenced him. .What the country had lost in 
its great naval hero— the greatest of our own, and of 
all former times, was scarcely taken into the account 
of grief. So perfectly* indeed, had he performed his 
part, that the maritime war,* after the battle of Tra- 
falgar, was considered at an end : the fleets of the 
enemy were not merely defeated, but destroyed : new 
navies must be built, and a new race of seamen reared 
lor them, before the possibility of their invading our 
shores could again becontemplated. It was not, there- 
fore, from any selfish reflexion upon the magnitude 
of our loss that we mourned for him: the general 
sorrow was of a higher character. The people of 
England grieved that funeral ceremonies, public 
monuments, and posthumous rewards, were all which 
they could now bestow upon him, whom the king, 
the legislature, and the nation, would alike, have de- 
lighted to honour; whom every .tongue would haxe 
blessed; whose presence in every village through 
which he might have passed would have wakened the 
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church beBa, have given school-boys a holy day, hare 
drawn children from their sports to gaze upon him, 
and " old men from the chimney corner," to look 
upon Nelson ere they died. The victory of Trafalgar 
was celebrated, indeed, with the usual forms of re- 
joicing, but they were without joy; for such already 
was the glory of the British navy, through Nelson's 
surpassing genius, that it scarcely seemed to receive 
any addition from the most signal victory that ever 
was achieved upon the seas : and the destruction of 
this mighty fleet, by which all the maritime schemes 
of France were totally frustrated, hardly appeared 
to add to our security or strength; for, wbile Nelson 
was living, to watch the combined squadrons of the 
enemy, we felt ourselves as secure as now, when 
they were no longer in existence. 

There was reason to suppose, from the appearances 
upon opening the body, that, in the course of nature, 
he might have attained, like his father, to a good 
old age. Yet he cannot be said to have fallen pre- 
maturely whose work was done ; nor ought he to be 
lamented, who died so fall of honours, and at the 
height of human fame. The most triumphant death 
is that of the martyr; the most awful, that of the 
martyred patriot; the most splendid, that of the hero 
in the hour of victory : and if the chariot and the 
horses of fire-had been vouchsafed for Nelson'* trans* 
latioB, he could scarcely have departed in a brighter 
blaze of glory. He has left us, not indeed his man- 
tle of inspiration, but a name and an example, which 
are at this hour inspiring hundreds of the youth of 
England : a name which is our pride, and an example 
which will continue to be our shield and our strength." 
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A CHRONOLOGY 



A. D. 

446 Norwich supposed, by some, to have been 

founded. 
575 The castle, most probably, first Built with 

earth. 
630 The gospel first preached to the East Angles, 

about this time, by Felix. 
872 King Alfred supposed to have rebuilt the castle. 
1004 Norwich burnt and entirely destroyed, by the 

Danes, who afterwards quit the country. 
1010 The Danes return, and, having conquered the 

East Angles, settle in Norwich and Norfolk 

in 1011, from which time the foundation of 

the present city should be dated. 
1021 Canute rebuilds the castle. 
1060 Norwich contained 1320 burgesses and 25 

churches. 
1075 William the Conqueror made Ralph de Waist 

governor ; who, rebelling, was subdued, and 

the city much injured in the contest 
1094 Herbert de Losinga removes the bishopric from 

Thetford to Norwich, and lays the fast s to ne 

of the Cathedral, in 169& 
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11£S' Hairy die first, raits Norwich, andgranfetiie 
citizens a charter, e*»teining privileges equal 
to those enjoyed at the same lime by the in- 
habitants of London ; the govenuaeiit of the 
city is severed from that of the castle, and 
entrusted .to a proepositas .or provost, chose]} 
bytiwESng. 

HOT The Jews m Norwieb crucified a boy <rf twdre 
years eld, and buried the body in Thorpe 
wood : it was' afterwards found and removed 
into the church of the monks, whore many 
miracles were reported to be wrought at hi* 
shrine* Thomas, a monk of Monmouth, in 
the time of bishop Turberrille/ wrote seven 
h»k$ on fit William the boy and martyr, 
and one on the miracles done by him. 

U.62. King Stephen grants a new charter, 

ll£$j January 2 tith, a shock of an earthquake was 
felt all over Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridge- 
shire : it is said to have been so severe, that 
many persons could not keep themselves on 
their feet. 

JU74 Hugh BIgod, constable of the castle, having 
rebelled against the king, brought over a 
party of Flemings, expecting to be received 
into Norwich ; but, the citizens opposing 
him, he plundered and burnt the city. 

\X9t} A new charter, granted by Richard I, this is 
the first in which the inhabitants are called 
citizens. 

• Betwtea 11* and 11T4. 
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1417 Norwich plundered by the 4#oops of Lewifi the 
dauphin of 4 France, who Jud been invited to 
ike English Throne, hf the discontented 
barons of Jtfog John. 

1243 St Giles's Hospital built by Bishop SmffieW. 

1262* The city surrounded by a diteh. 

1256 King Henry the III. visits the city. 

1266 The disinherited barons captured the city; 
killed many inhabitants, *and carried away 
several of the wealthiest citizens. 

1271 The cathedral spuWamaged by lightning. — A 

great flood, 

1272 Riots between the citbens and monks of 

Norwich, in which a great part of the ca- 
thedral was destroyed: they began August 
Mb. 

1275 The city liberties, which, on account of the 

/ riots, had been seked by Henry III. are 

restored by Edward L * 

.1278 The cathedral, being repaired, was re-cense- 
crated by bishop Will, de Atiddfetoa. — King 
Edward present at the ceremony. 

1280 Much damage done by tempests and inundation. 

1290 A great flood, which destroyed several houses, 
and passed over White Friars' bridge. 

1204 The city walls began. . 

1296 Burgesses called to Parliament 

1314 A terrible famine and pestilence, which conti- 
nued for two years. 

1319, or 1320 The city walls finished. 

1328 A free trade for worsted* granted. 
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1984 This year is remarkable for the arrival of a 

j * / ■ • number of Dutch and Flemings, by whom 
the worsted manufacture was greatly in- 
creased. 

1840 King Edward III. held a grand tournament at 
Norwieh, at which Queen PhiHipa nf as alee 
present — Hie castle became the public' gaol 
for the county of Norfolk. ** 

1343 The fates and. towers of the city are made habi- 
table, strongly fortified, and famished with 
engines for casting huge stones ; the tower 
in the meadow opposite King-street gate is 
built, and chains made to defend the passage 
of the river, &c. &c/ all which works were 
owing to the munificence of Richard Spynk, 
citizen of Norwich, ■ - 

1343 The passage-boat, between ; Yarmouth and 

Norwich, sunk near Cawtley , in a sadden gust 
. ©f wind : by whieh^Sd persons were drowned. 

1344 King Edward III. again visits Norwich, and 

grants the castle«ditehes to the cittaens. 

1348 A Plague of which #7,874 persons (besides 
religious and beggars)- died in Norwich: this 
number has been questioned, but is derived 
front positive authority; and it appears that, 
previous to the mortality, the population of 
the city was upwards of 70,0d0. * * * 

1350 Another tournament in Norwich, at which 
Edward the Black Prince, and many noble- 
men, were present, and were entertained by 
the city, at an expense of £34. *%$. Gd. 
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1881 Johalitoater* adyer of Norwich, at the bead 
of £0,000 rebels, commits gieai ravages in 
Norwich and Norfolk j but i* defeated and 
taken, by a body of troops, under Henry le 
Spencer, bishop of Norwich. 

1408 A Mayor and two Sheriffs first appointed. 

1406 Henry IV, visits the city. 

1414 The city much injured by fire. 

1438 Great disputes about the election of a Mayor* 
which occasioned a division for several years 
between the court and commons. 

1487 The citizens disputing, amongst themselves, 
and with the abbot of Wendling, and others, 
forfeit their liberties into the king's hands. 

1489 The liberie* restored. 

1442 The citizens again forfeit their charter, and Sir 
John Cliftanis appointed governor of Norwich. 

1447 The liberties are restored.' 

1448 Henry VI. visits the city, and again in 1448. 
1456 A statute was made, limiting the number of 

attorneys to, sax for Norfolk, sinfo? Suffolk, 
and tow for ike city of Nvrwkk. The pre* 
amble to this act states its object to be the 
prevention of litigious suits, which, by the 
number of those gentlemen them practising 
were continually fomented. 

1463 The cathedral damaged by fiie. 

1479 A great number of parsons died of die plague 
in Norwich. — A considerable shock of an 
earthquake felt 



• TUi man, Hkc Jack Straw and Wat Tyler, was aanted from bis occh- 
patioa. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF NORWICH. 230 

1481 The city walls repaired. 

1486 A new disease, called the sweating sickness, <*$ 

visited the kingdom, and destroyed many 
persons in Norwich. — King Henry VII. 
kept his Christmas at Norwich. , 

1487 An earthquake felt. £ 
1493 Wheat sold in London and Norwich, at sixpence 

per bushel. 
1497 King Efenry VII. Queen Elizabeth, and the 

Couatess of Derby, (mother to the king) 

visit Norwich. 
1503 The market-cross erected by John BJghtwise, 

mayor; it was began in 1591. 
1505 A great part of the city burnt. 
1507 April 25th and June 4thj two fires, by which 

718 houses were destroyed. 
1509 It was ordered, by the corporation, that no 

newly-erected building should be covered ;? 

with thatch. — A destructive fire at the cathe- * 

dral church. 
1517 and 1516 Cardinal Woisey twice visits the city, 

to mediate between the citizens and monks. 

1519 A great flood happened on St. Leonard's day, 

and was accordingly named, St. Leonard's" 
flood. 

1520 The steward of Norwich first appointed. 
1524 A final agreement made between the city and 

convent, the jurisdiction of the latter is as- 
certained, and separated from that of the 
city. 
1527 A year of great scarcity : some disputes arise 
, at the market-cross, between the populace 
and the sellers of corn. 
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1534 Several of the reformers burnt 

1538 The prior and convent of Ike cathedral con* 

verted into a dean &nd chapter* 
1544 The mayor's feast held, for the first time, in 

St. Andrew's hall. 
1549 Rett's rebellion. — The charnel-house, in the 

Close, converted into a free school- 
1551 The sweating sickness again in England ; 960 

died, in Norwich; in a few days. 

1557 and 1558 Several martyrs were buint, in Nor- 

wich, under the detestable government of 
Queen Mary. 

1558 A great mortality throughout the realm: in 

Norwich ten aldermen died. 

1561 William Mingay, Esq. mayor, held his feas 
in the guild-hall, which was attended by the 
duke and duchess of Norfolk ; and by the 
earls of Northumberland and Huntingdon, 
and several other lords and knights and their 
ladies ; all of whom were on a visit to the 
Duke. They expressed much satisfaction at 
their reception : the expence of which to the 
mayor, was £1. 12s. 6d . the feast makers, 
four in number, bearing the rest. 

1565 and 1566 Three hundred and thirty Dutch and 
'Walloons, who had fled to England from the 
religious persecution' of the duke of Alva, 
settle, by invitation,, in this city; and much 
improve the worsted manufacture. 

1570 Feb. 2. Candlemas flood, in which Fye-bridge 
was broken down, and the north side of the 
city completely inundated. — Printing was this 
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year introduced here* by Anthony Solen, 
, one of the foreigners 

1578 Queen Elizabeth was in Norwich from Satur- 
day, Aug* 16th, to Friday Aug. 22d; she 
lodged at the, bishop's palace, and was daily 
entertained with feasting and pageantries,— : 
From Aug. 1578 to Feb. 1579, 4817spersons, , 
including ten aldermen, die4 of the plague, 
which' is said to have been introduced by 
some-of the Queen's attendants. 

1582. The water conveyed from the New Mills to the 
Market-cross. 

1583 A renewal is made of the order prohibiting the 
covering houses newly built with thatch ; and 
it is also enacted, that, in the repair of old 
roofs, no more than three couple of spars 
shall be thatched together.— Eight or nine 
hundred persons died of the plague, 

1591 Six hundred and seventy-two persons died of 
the plague, in less than four months. — The 
Tuesday before Midsummer eve is appointed 
for the guild-day, as it still continues. 

1597 It was agreed that no one should serve the 
office of mayor a second time, till at least 
nine years after his first mayoralty. 

1599 William Kempe, a comedian, came dancing 
from London to Norwich. 

1601 April 29th, a very violent thunder-storm ; the 
lightning much damaged the cathedral spire. 

1602 — 3076 persons died of the plague ; which was 
succeeded by such a scarcity of provisions, 
that wheat sold for 10*. per bushel. 
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1611 On the evening of the guild-day, a great crowd 
assembled on Tombland, to witness a display A 
of fire-works, some of which, breaking, occa- 
sioned such confusion, that 88 persons were 
trampled on and pressed to death* 

1015 A great flood, called, from the day on which it 
happened, St. Andrew's flood. 

1025 and 1026, 1431 persons died of the plague. < 

1029 The mayor and sheriffs receive a letter from 
Lord Pembroke, complaining of the quality 
of the herring-pies sent to the exchequer. 

1042 and 1043 During the unhappy disputes between 
king Charles and his Parliament, the sup- 
porters of the latter, in Norwich, obtain the 
mastery, fortify the city, and send the mayor, 
Wm. Gostiin, prisoner to Cambridge, for re- 
fusing to sanction some 'of their outrages. 
Weekly contributions are levied, the vow and 
covenant forced upon the inhabitants, the 
goods of the bishop and hisclergy sequestrated, 
and several aldermen displaced for their 
loyalty. 

1044 June 10th, the cathedral plundered by the 
reformers. 

1040 The plague was in Norwich, and so great a flood, 
that boats were rowed in many of the streets. 

1048 A messenger arrives id Norwich, to take the 
mayor, John Utting, Esq. into safe custody 
and convey him to the bar of the House of 
Commons ; on which occasion a mob assem- 
ble and commit many acts of violence. Being 
attacked by a troop of horse, a party of 
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them retire to the committee-house (standing 
on the site of the present Bethel) possession 
of which they had before gained; this, by 
the accidental explosion of 98 barrels of gun* 
powder, is blown up, much damage is done 
to the adjoining churches and houses, and 
above 100 persons lose their lives. 

1649 Seven persons, concerned in the late disturb- 
ances, are put to death. — Wheat sold at 40*. 
per coomb. 

16*60 Several aldermen displaced for refusing to take 
the covenant — Twenty-five persons are han- 
ged at Norwich and the market-towns in 
Norfolk, for an intended insurrection, in 
favour of King Charles the II. 

1651 Fresh Mackerel sold at 17 for a penny. 

1656 July 20th a terrible storm, attended by thunder 

and lightning, did considerable damage in 

Norwich and the adjacent country: hail- 

' stones, five inches in circumference, are, said 

to have fallen. 

1660 King Charles II. was proclaimed in Norwich 
on Thursday the 10th of May, which occa- 
sioned continual bonfires feasting &e. until 
the Saturday night following. 

1663 Lord Henry Howard dined with the mayor, on 
the guild-day; and presented to the city a 
silver bason and ewer worth £60. — King 
Charles II. grants the charter, by which 
Norwich is at present governed. 

1665 and 1666. Two thousand two hundred and fifty- 
one persons die, of the plague^ in Norwich. 
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1660 The small-pox exceedingly prevails. 

1670 Lord Henry Howard presents the corporation 

with a noble mace of silver gilt; and a gown 

of crimson velvet, for the mayor on grand 

occasions. 
1673 A remarkable deep snow fell on the 24th of 

February, and, after laying seven weeks 

upon tlie ground, suddenly thawed, and pro-* 

duced a considerable flood. 
1675 A ship came up the river, as far as Conisford 

towers. 

1681 The small-pox rages. 

1682 The corporation, by a majority of votes, sur- 

render their charter to King Charles II. under 
pretence of receiving another, containing 
more ample liberties : instead of which, in 

1683 A charter is brought down, which virtually 

deprives the citizens of their chiefest privi- 
leges. 

1687 By the mandate of King James II. ten aldermen 

and nineteen of the common-council are 
displaced. 

1688 The old charter is restored, and those who were 

displaced, by King James resume their offices. 
— The duke of Norfolk declares for a free 
Parliament, and is seconded by the corpo- 
ration. — Riots, in which the catholic chapel 
at the New Hall, and several houses belong- 
ing to persons of that persuasion, are pil- 
laged by the mob. 

1689 The polls for sheriff chanced to be twice equal, 

between Mr. John Drake and Mr. Roger 
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Salter; on the third trial, the same day, Mr. 
Drake succeeded. 

1097 It being determined to new regulate the current 
coin of the realm, Mints were erected in 
divers places, amongst the rest at Norwich : 
it began to work in September, and in this 
and the following year, coined £259,371. — 
A great flood. 

1099 Water-works erected at the New Mills. 

1701 The art of printing, after having been long dis- 
continued in this city, is again revived by . 
Francis Burges. — An Act of Parliament ob- 
tained for lighting the streets; and another, 
for theestablishmentof a Court of Conscience, 
for the recovery of debts under 40*. 

1703 Hardley Cross repaired by the corporation, to 

indicate the extent of their jurisdiction on 
the river^-^A tremendous hurricane, on the 
26th of November. 

1704 William Blithe Esq. mayor, is committed to 

the custody of a serjeant at arms, for irregu- 
lar proceedings, at a contested election for 
members of parliament. 

1706 Two great floods to the month of November : — 

The first Norwich Gazette published, by 
Henry Crossgrove, 

1707 An act passed to make a turnpike-road (said to 

be the first ever known) between Norwich * 
and Thetford. 
J7H The act for erecting Workhouses, and a Court 
of Guardians, is passed.— October 3d, the 
Wherry, in its passage from Yarmouth, is 
overset, and 20 persons perish. 
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1715 The Artillery Company of Norwich, raised. 

1716 The gold chain given,, by Mr. Thomas Hall, to 

be worn by the mayor : it weighs 23 oz« 
6dwt& and cost £100. 11*. 

1717 Two mayors of Norwich died, in the course of 

ten, months. 
1725 St. Andrew's Hall made an exchange, hut con* 
tinued so for one year only. 

1729 The ' Act for better regulating Elections in the' 

City of Norwich/ is passed. 
1230 Some labourers, digging on Mousehold Heath, 
discover the foundation walls of the church 
of St. William in the Wood. 

1732 Charing-cross and the cross in the market taken 

down. 

1733 Sir Robert Walpole is presented with the free-. 

dom of the city, in a gold box. 
1?34 Sir Robert Walpole presents the corporation 
with a beautiful mace of silver, gilt. — The 
greatest flood known in Norwich since 1696. 

1737 Another very considerable flood. 

1738 The ditches on the south side of the castle-hill 

levelled. — The cattle-market has ever since 
been held, there. 

1730 Mr. Thomas Emerson, of London, presents 

this, his native city, with two gold chains* 
of 100 guineas value each, to be worn by the 
sheriffs. — The hard winter, in consequence of 
the severity of the weather, the poor are 
much distressed. 
1740 A considerable quantity of snow, which had 
fallen about Christmas day in the preceding 
year, thawed in March and produced a great 
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Rood. The season continued so cold that, on 
the fifth of May, snow remained on the ca- 
thedral spire till tea o'clock in the forenoon. 
The dearness of provision occasions riots, 
the military are obliged to act, and six or 
seven persons lose their lives. 

1741 It was ordered by the court, that no stranger 
be permitted to exercise his trade in Norwich 
for longer than six months, without taking 
np the freedom of the city. 

1745 Blomefieid publishes his History of Norfolk. 

1745 An artillery company raised in Norwich, under 

the command of Lord Hobart. 

1746 The shire-house destroyed by fire. — An illumi- 

nation and rejoicings for the suppression of 
the rebellion in Scotland. 

1751 Bridewell, and several adjoining houses, burnt: 

Peter the wild youth was at this time con- 
fined in bridewell.* 

1752 An account of the population taken — No. of 

houses « 7131, of souls, 36,169. — A metho- 
dist, named Wheatly, occasions a riot by his 
preaching. 

Miss Ives, of Spalding, spun 300 hanks, out 
of lib. of wool, which measured 168,000 
yards, or 95 miles, three furlongs, and 140 
yards. 

Hie master-combers and their journeymen dis- 
pute, 300 of the latter quit their employ, 
and encamp on Mousehold-heath. 



• This person, when a child, was lost in a wood in Germany, and was 
afterwards found, naked and wild, al about the age of 13. 
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1753 Bridewell again damaged by fire. 

1754 A woman at East Dereham spins twelve dozen 

and six skeins of crape yarn, weighing 16 oz. 
and. two drams barely. 

1755 An earthquake felt — This was at the time of 

the great earthquake at Lisbon. 
1766 The first bank opened in Norwich, by Charles. 

Weston, Esq. 
1757 Mr. Mathew Goss presented the geld chain now 

worn by the mayor.— The militia-act fixed 

the number of men to be raised, for Norfolk 

and Norwich, at 960, of which the city, 
raised 151. 

1750 January 31, . the new Theatre opened with 
* The Way of the World.' 

1769 The Norfolk Militia, commanded by Lord 
Orford, marched from Norwich to Ports* 
mouth; and, on their, way, were reviewed 
by his Majesty, in the palace-yard at Ken- 
sington— *This was the first regiment of Mu 
litia that left their county. January 21, 
during a violent storm, some pieces of ice 
fell, which measured two inches in length, 
and weighed three quarters of an ounce, 

1762 A very great flood in the month of October. 

1763 Hackney coaches first set up. 

1766 September 27, a riot, occasioned by the high 
price of provisions ; the mob committed many 
depredations, but, whilst demolishing a 
baker's house on Tombland, they were 
attacked by the mayor and principal inhabi- 
tants, and effectually dispersed. — A terrible. 
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fire in Ber-street, by which seven person* 
lost their lives. 

1767 May 31, a storm of hail, rain, thunder, and 

lightning, said to have been the greatest ever 
remembered. 

1768 August 11th, a tremendous storm, in which a 

boy was killed by the lightning. 

1769 A storm of hail in the parishes of St. Paul, 

St. Saviour, and St. Augustine, only. 

1770 The turnpike-road made from Bishop-gate to 

Caister next Yarmouth. — Wilkes's enlarge- 
ment from the King's Bench prison cele- 
brated by the populace in Norwich. 

1771 The foundation stone of the Norfolk and Nor- 

wich Hospital laid, by Wm. Fellowes, Esq. 

1772 June 2d, a violent tempest, during which the 

brass works of a clock were melted by the 
lightning, at a house in Pottergate-street. 

1773 A tremendous thunder-storm, lasted from seven 

in the evening of August 13; till ten the next 
morning, but did Utile damage. 

1776 The weather, on the 24th of December, was 

more changeable than had been ever experi- 
enced by any person then living : it varied 
frequently from temperate to extreme cold, 
and the day closed with a sharp thunder- 
storm, accompanied with hail and rain. 

1777 A schemfc projected to form a navigable canal 

between Norwich and the river Ouze, at 
Downham, and communicating witji the 
towns of Wymondham, Hingham, Attlebo- 
rough, and Watton. It was estimated at 
£60,000, but finally abandoned. 
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1778 The freedom of the ettj is presented to Earl 

Cornwallis. 

At St. Peter's BEancroft chnroh, a famous peal 
of 6240 changes, was rang in five hours and 
twenty-two minutes. * 

Win. Croteh (now Mus. Doct. in the Univer- 
sity of Oxford) gave a public proof of his 
astonishing genius ; he performed on the or- 
gan at the Cathedral church, when only two 
years and nine months old! 

1779 The new year was ushered in by one of the 

most terrible storms ever remembered, of 
- rain and wind, accompanied with thunder 
and lightning : the lead upon St Andrew's 
church was rolled up and blown some dis- 
tance, and other churches and houses received 
much damage. 
1788 The wool-combers exhibit the pageant of bishop 
Blaize in a magnificent manner. In this pro- 
cession the most conspicuous objects are, the 
golden fleece, Jason, Hercules, and' other 
ancient heroes ; and bishop Blaize, the tute- 
lar saint of wool-combers. 

1784 Feb. 16th, The first balloon ever seen in Nor- 

wich ascended from the public garden near 
St. Stephen's gate. 

1785 Mr. Deeker made the first aerial voyage that 

was undertaken in this city, on the first of 
June. 
July 23d, at half-past four, p. m. Major, after- 
wards General, Money, ascended in a balloon, 
from the public garden without St. Stephen's 
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gate. It took the direction of Lowestoft, 
and, passing over that town, was driven about 
seven leagues from land by six o'clock, when, , 
from the valve of the machine beingdefective, 
the car sunk so low as to be immersed in 
water. After beating about for five hours, 
the major was taken up by the Argus reve- 
nue cotter. 
Mail coaches from London to Norwich esta- 
blished. 

1780 A census of the population : number of souls, 
40,061. 

1788 Nov. 6th, The centenary of the ever-memora- 
ble revolution of 1688 celebrated with great 
rejoicings. 
In a collection of wild beasts, exhibiting at the 
sign of the Bear, in the Market-place, a large 
and beautiful tiger broke loose during the 
night : two small monkeys having been left 
out of their cages, the voracious animal 
devoured one, . with its collar and chain, and, 
being unable to digest these, died within a 
few days : the other monkey, creeping into 
a corner, concealed himself in a most saga- 
cious manner with a mat, and thus avoided 
sharing his companion's fate. 

1792 Seven of. the Qity gates taken down, an opening 
made in the wall, by Chapel-field, and ano- 
ther near Ber street gate. 

1993 Between Saturday morning and the night of 
Sunday, December 22d, one thousand seven 
hundred turkies, weighing tons, 2 cwt and 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



252 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

21b. value £680, were sent from Norwich 
to London in the various carriages ; and two 
days after, half as many more. 
The' new county goal built. 

1794 Excessive rains in September and the two fol- 

lowing months, produce a very considerable 
flood. 

1795 A greater inundation than the preceding took 

place in February, after a rapid thaw.; 

1796 About 100 human skeletons are discovered, 

within a- square of 80 feet, and not mote than 
two feet below the surface, on the premises 
of James Crdwe, Esq. at Lakenham; they 
are supposed to have been buried during the 
plague in 1665 and 1666. 
St. Andrew's hall opened as a earn exchange. 

1797 Mr. Thelwall, who had been tried for. treason- 

able practices but acquitted, arrived in this 
city, for the purpose of giving lectures on 
ancient history. It had been, about this 
time, the particular aim of the disaffected to 
corrupt the loyalty of the soldiers of the 
United Kingdom, and a party of the Inni- 
skilling Dragoons, then lying in Norwich, 
had been tampered with for that purpose : 
the interference of these reforming gentry 
produced, however, a different effect from 
what they had calculated: the soldiers 
thronged to the lecture-room, at the Shaks- 
peare public-house, dispersed the pkbes, and 
forced their self-constituted tribme to save 
himself by flight : they then proceeded to 
demolish the house, but retired on the appear- 
ance of their officers. 
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1798 The sword of the Spanish Admiral presented 
to the Corporation, by Admiral Nelson, and 
the freedom of the city conferred on that im- 
. mortal hero. { 

November 29th, a day of thanksgiving for our 
naval victories over France, Spain, and Hol- 
land. In Norwich was a general illumina- 
tion, and a bollock roasted whole, and given, 
with several barrels of strong beer, to the 
populace. 

Dec. 27th, By an observation made atHeigham, 
adjoining to Norwich, Fahrenheit's thermo- 
meter, at nine o'clock in the evening, was at 
four degrees below O. We believe that such 
an extreme degree of cold has never before 
been noticed in Great Britain. — Beatniffe. 
1801 June 25th, A fire at the west end of the roof of 
the Cathedral, occasioned by the negligence 
of some workmen. 

Oct. 21st, Norwich illuminated, upon account 
of the peace of Amiens. 

1806 The act passed for the better paving, lighting, 

and cleansing the city. 

1807 The new paving the city commenced, in St. 

Stephen's-street. 
Improvements to the castle and its precinct 

began. 
A telegraph erected onMousehold, forming part • 

of a communication between Yarmouth and 

London. 

1808 Ber-street, Magdalen, and St. Martin's gates 

taken down. 
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1809 Considerable falls of snow, succeeded by so 

rapid a thaw, that a great part of the city is 
flooded, and boats are actually rowed in the 
street of St. Martin at Oak. 
October 25th being the fiftieth anniversary of 
his M ajesty King George the third's accession , 
it was determined throughout the Kingdom 
to celebrate it as a jubilee In Norwich 341 
gentlemen were invited by the* mayor Thomas 
Back Esq. to dine in St. Andrew's hall (which 
was brilliantly illuminated) off the good old 
English fare of Roast Beef, Plumb-Puddings, 
&c. Military and other rejoicings took place, 
and the heads of the different parishes glad- 
dened the hearts of their respective poor, 
either by feasting them, or by donations in 
money. 

1810 The first stone of the Carrow bridge laid by 

, Thomas Back Esq. mayor, April 26. 
August 6th, Alderman Jonathan Davey laid 
the first stone of the Foundery bridge. 

1811 As a club of Odd FeUow$ were performing their 

mystic rites, in an upper room at the three 
Tuns tavern St. Andrews, the floor gave way 
and precipitated the fraternity to the ground: 
none of them were much hurt. 

1812 Alderman Davey dined 700 freemen, at his 

seat at Eaton. 

1813 Kay 1st, A strong contest for the office of 

mayor, between John Harvey Esq. and 
Jonathan Davey Esq. continued for two days: 
the latter obtained a majority of 37 votes, 
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but wa* not appointed. A mandamus was 
afterwards received to proceed to a new 
election, in consequence of which, on the 
7th June, aldermen Leman, Davey, and 
Harvey, were polled for, and the first was 
chosen. 

The first Steam packet used on the Wensnm. 

November, 14th, A day of rejoicing for the 
successes of the British and Allied Arms : — 
a bullock was roasted whole and given to the 
populace. 

1814 The latter part of January, and beginning of 

February, distinguished by excessive cold 
and considerable falls of snow : — it was not 
till about the first week in April that it finally ^ 
disappeared, after having laid 13 weeks up- ^ 
on the ground. During this time, the dis- 
tress of the poor was alleviated, Jjy very 
liberal subscriptions. 
June, A bonfire and splendid illuminations for 
the return of peace, and, as a farther cele- 
bration of this event, a grand musical festival, 
at which Madame Catalani, and other cele- 
brated performers, assisted. 

1815 A Mr. Steward attempted to ascend in a bal- 

loon, from the Prussia gardens, but, through 
mismanagement, failed, and the balloon was 
demolished by the mob. 
Feb. 9. T. W. Coke Esq. who ha4 rendered 
himself obnoxious to the lower orders by 
j. supporting the Corn Bill, attended an agri- 
cultural meeting in this city. His presence 
oecasioned a tumult, for the suppression of 
which the military were obliged to appear. 
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Aug. 5th. Mr. Sadler Jun. ascended in a balloon, 
from the public garden near St. Stephen's 
gate. The weather was remarkably fine, 
and so cairn, that, in one hour and fir* 
minutes (the duration of the voyage) the 
balloon traversed but 17 miles in the various 
directions it was impelled by the currents 
met with at different altitudes, by means of 
which, it was visible, nearly the whole time, 
to the immense crowds it had attracted, and 
formed a most beautiful and interesting speo- 
tacfo* 

1816 The early part of the month of February marked 

by severe cold : on the tenth day the ther- 
mometer stood at Q, at eight in the morning. 
May 16th, A mob; occasioned by the stagna- 
tion of employment, and high price of provi- 
sions, proceed to the New Mills, and, by 
way of diminishing the price of that neces- 
sary article, flour, throw a great deal of it 
about the roads and into the mill-pool. They 
were not quelled till the assistance of the mi- 
litary was procured. 

1817 At a public meeting held 1st January, to con- 

sider of measures for the relief of the poor, 
subscriptions were commenced, which pro- 
duced upwards of £3000: it was proposed 
to employ distressed paupers in some work 
of public utility, and, in pursuance of this 
plan, the new road at Carrow was made. 
April 6th, A terrible explosion on board a 
steam-packet (shortly after it had started for 
Yarmouth) hy - the bursting of its boiler : 
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nine persons were killed; six. were conveyed 
to the hospital, of whom one afterwards died, 
as did also the engineer of die vessel; and 
six escaped unhurt, 

The wife of Edward Righy, JBsq. M. D. was 
delivered of four children, who lived to the 
respective ages of 18 days; £ weeks 2 days; 
11 weeks 3 days ; and 11 weeks 5 days. — 
A pieee of plate was presented to this gen- 
tleman by the corporation, to commemorate 
the event* 
IB 18 The corporation perambulate the boundaries 
of Norwich, 

A meeting at the guildhall, to consider the pro- 
priety of nuking the river Weusuj» navigable 
for ships of burden : a committee appointed. 

The committee for lighting the city received 
proposals, from Mr. Gostling, of Birming- 
ham, for effecting thai object with gas. 
1810 April. About this time several of the machines 
ceiled Velocipedes, or Pedestrian Hobby- 
horses, were exhibited in this city. A person 
could walk from eight to ten miles an hour 
on <me ; these, however, with the Kaleides- 
copes, proved only a «' nine days " wonder. 

May. George Bidder, a youth under 13 years 
of age, arrives in Norwich, and surprises 
the inhabitants by his extraordinary powers 
erf mental calculation. 

The small-pox verv prevalent m Norwich: 
from January 1st to July 14th, £41 persons 
died of it; forty of which deaths happened 
28. 
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during the last week of that period. Many 
gentlemen of the medical profession, and 
other respectable inhabitants, use continual 
exertions to encourage the practice of vac- 
cination. 
. Mr. Thomas Clabburn, of All Saints, Norwich, 
/ gave by will to the parishes of St. John's 
j Timberhill, St. Michael at Thorn, St Mi- 
chael's Coslany, St John Sepulchre, £200. 
each ; and to All Saints and St. Paul's, £400. 
\ each; the interest to be given to the poor in 
I bread and coals, the first Monday in Febru- 
ary in every year. — Also to Tasburgh, in 
Norfolk, £400. and to Tharston, Florden, 
and Newton Flotman, £200. each, the in- 
terest to be applied in the same way. He 
also left £800. to the Norfolk and Norwich 
Hospital; and £800. to the Treasurer of 
' Cook's Hospital, and the like sum to the 
said Hospital, upon trust, that the poor wo- 
men therein might receive 1*. each every 
Monday for ever. — This charitable gentle- 
man also left £200. to Bethel ; and a like 
sum to seven of the benevolent institutions 
in Norwich. 
Hellesdon bridge erected by the Corporation 
of Norwich, at the expence of £1169. — Mr. 
Frost was the architect 
May 26. An elegant piece of plate (a candela- 
brum) of 200 guineas value, was presented to 
John Patteson, Esq. at the Norfolk Hotel, 
by several gentlemen, members of the Nor- 
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wich Fire and Life Societies; with an in- 
scription on the pedestal, expressive of the 
sense of the services he had rendered to 
those valuable institutions, — Mr. Alderman 
Hawkes (as Chairman of the Committee) 
presided on the occasion, and presented this 
testimonial. 
Aug. 22. The Duke of Sussex arrived in Nor- 
wich, and took up his residence at the house 
of Wm. Foster, Esq. in Queen-Street, where 
his Royal Highness was waited upon by the 
Mayor and Corporation; and Mr. Steward 
Alderson, in an Address of Congratulation 
on his arrival, informed his Royal Highness 
that the whole body corporate had unani- 
mously voted to him the freedom of the city; 
which the Royal Duke was pleased to ac- 
cept, at the same time returning a dignified 
answer. — The next day, (the 23rd) there was 
a grand meeting of the Masonic Brethren 
(about 320 in number) at Chapel-field house : 
the large assembly room had been decorated 
in the most splendid style. At half-past ten 
the Duke of Sussex, as Grand Master of 
England, installed T. W. Coke, Esq. M. P. 
as Provincial Grand Master, with the ac- 
customed masonic ceremonies. His Royal 
Highness delivered an elegant and impressive 
charge on investing Mr. Coke with the jewel, 
apron, and gloves. After which a procession 
was formed; every officer and member of 
the assembled lodges wore his full masonic 
29. 
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dress and jewels, and the banners, &c. were 
carried in the procession to and from the 
cathedral. In the evening there was a sump- 
tuous dinner at St. Andrew's hall, at which 
the Royal Duke presided, supported by Mr. 
Coke, and the Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, J. Ives, Esq. ; covers were laid for 
254 persons. Many ladies attended and wit- 
nessed the festive scene.— The next day his 
Royal Highness was admitted to the hono- 
rary freedom of the city at the Guildhall, 
taking the customary oaths. After visiting 
the Exhibition of the Artists' Society, the 
Royal Duke left Norwich about noon, and 
proceeded for Holkham, paying a visit to Sir 
George Jemingham, at Costessey hall, on 
his way thither* His Royal Highness left 
Holkham on the 20th, and returned to Lon- 

, don by Cambridge. 
* The Mendicity Society for the detection of va- 
grants and impostors first established. 
1820 Jan. 20. At Windsor Castle, died our most 
gracious Sovereign King George III. in the 
82rid year of his age, and the 60th of his 
reign. In consequence of which event, the 
passing-bells of the parochial churches in 
this city and the hamlets were tolled for 
nearly three hours. The great bell of St. 
Peter's Mancroft, and that of St. Giles, were 
muffled, which had a most solemn effect. 

Jan. 31. A Proclamation was received for 
proclaiming the accession of His Majesty 
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George IV* to the Crown of these Realms ; 
accordingly, the court proceeded, accompa- 
ny a squadron of the 14th Light Dragoons, 
to make proclamation at the naval places. 
1820 Jan. 31. The iron pipea for the Gat-lights were 
begun to be laid in Norwich Market-place. 

May 10. The oil-gas lamps first lighted np in 
the Market-place and adjoining streets. 

Nov. 29. It being understood that the Duke of 
York waa to pass through Norwich, on his 
way to Gnnton hall, the seat of Lord Suffield, 
a great number of persons went out to meet 
his Royal Highness; on his arrival at St. 
Stephen's gates, the horses were taken from 
his carriage, which was drawn into and round 
the Market place, amidst the loud acclama- 
tions of the accompanying multitude: after 
taking fresh horses at the Angel inn, the 
Royal Duke proceeded on his journey. — The 
following day the Duke of Wellington also 
passed through this city on bis way to 
Gunton. 

Deo. 2. At a special assembly of the Corpora- 
tion, it was unanimously resolved that the 
honorary freedom of the city should be pre- 
sented to his Royal Highness the Duke of 
York and his Grace the Duke of Wellington. 
These illustrious personages, on the following 
morning, unexpectedly arrived in this city, 
on their return from Lord Suffield's, and pro- 
ceeded immediately to the cathedral, accom- 
panied only by the Hon. Colonel Upton, his 
30. 
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Royal Highness's aide-de-camp, and attend- 
ed divine service; after which they proceeded 
from the Rev. Edward Valpy's house, in the 
Mayor's carriage, to the great room in the 
Angel inn, where the Mayor (W. Rnrt, Esq.) 
the Aldermen, Sheriffs, the Speaker, and 
Common Councilmen waited upon them ; 
when the Steward (Robt Alderson, Esq.) 
addressed the Dukes of York and Wellington 
in an elegant speech, after which these high 
personages were admitted to the honorary 
freedom of the city, and severally took the 
oaths. The Duke of York returned his 
cordial thanks to the Mayor and corporation, 
at did the Duke of Wellington, in a forcible 
speech; after which they partook of a cold 
collation, with wines, prepared for their re- 
freshment. Their healths were drank ; and 
each member of the corporation, on taking 
leave, had the honour of shaking hands with 
the brother of their King, and presumptive 
heir to the crown, and with the justly-re- 
nowned conqueror of the greatest foreign 
enemy of their country. They were enthu- 
siastically cheered by the populace on their 
departure for London. 
1821 April 22. Died, in St. George's Colegate, aged 
52, Mr. John Grome, an eminent landscape 
painter. He was President of the Norwich 
Society of Artists, of which institution he 
- was the founder. He was a native of this 
city. **~ 
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July 19. The solemn and magnificent cere- 
mony of the Coronation of his Majesty King 
George the Fourth taking place this day in 
Westminster Abbey, (which, with the Hall, 
exhibited a scene that was truly royal) — 
the glorious event was celebrated in Norwich 
in the most splendid and joyful manner. The 
Mayor (Wm. Rackham, Esq.) and the cor- 
poration, went in a procession of carriages 
from the guildhall, passing under a grand 
triumphal arch erected for the occasion, to 
the cathedral. The court were preceded by 
a troop of the 9th Lancers, Capt. Campbell, 
64 Waterloo men wearing their medals, and 
the Loyal and Constitution Clubs, with their 
flags; and followed by the squadron of Nor- 
wich Light Horse, commanded by Capt. R. 
Hayes. During divine service, Handel's 
third Coronation and other anthems were 
performed ; and an appropriate sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Prebendary Bankes. 
On the return of the procession from church, 
a roasted bullock, of 60 stone, with 2880 
penny loaves, and several barrels of beer, 
were distributed among the assembled multi- 
tude in the Market place, by order of the 
corporation. A bullock of 44 stone was also 
roasted in Ber street, and three sheep in 
other parts of the city, and distributed with 
bread and beer in like manner, (from private 
subscription.) — About 250 gentlemen of the 
city and vicinity dined together in St. An- 
31. 
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drew'8 hall; the Mayor in the chair. — At 
night there was a grand display of fireworks 
from a staging on the south side of the 
Market place, in the centre of which a large 
bonfire was made. Although the concourse 
of people was immense, not a single accident 
to any individual occurred during this me- 
morable day. The arch, which was most 
beautifully illuminated with variegated lamps, 
was erected near the guild hall, fronting the 
east. It remained standing until after the 
assizes in August. Temporary arches were 
also erected in Ber street, and in other parts 
of the city. 

Captain Parry presented with the freedom of 
the city. 

The interior of St. Andrew's hall altered and 
improved. 

Belzoni, the celebrated traveller and disco- 
verer of Egyptian antiquities, visited this 
city. 

Oct. 27. Died, at his house in St. Giles's, in 
his 74th year, Edward Rigby, Esq. M. D.— 
He practised as an accoucheur in this city 
from the year 1769, with distinguished suc- 
cess. He was the author of several excellent 
works on Midwifery, Medicine, and Agri- 
culture. He was a strenuous promoter of 
vaccination; he was chosen Assistant Sur- 
geon to the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital 
at its first establishment in 1771 ; Surgeon 
in 1790, and Physician in 1814. — He was 
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an active magistrate, a good scholar, and a 
useful member of society. His remains were 
entombed in Framingbam church, on the 5th 
of November. 

1822 To the numerous humane institutions already 
established in this city, for the relief of the 
poor, an Eye Infirmary was added. -* 

A beautiful silver vase, purchased by subscrip- 

• tion by 2000 weavers, was presented to John 

Harvey, Esq. as a small tribute of gratitude 
for the many acts of kindness he had mani- 
fested towards them on various occasions. 
Mr. Recorder Harvey presented with an orna- 
mental piece of plate by the corporation. 

182$ A public meeting on the subject of making 
Norwich a Port. 

1824 May 31. First stone of the new city gaol laid 

by R. Hawkes, Esq. Mayor. 

July 14. A dreadful tempest visited this city 
and neighbourhood. 

Sept. The first Grand Musical Festival for the 
benefit of the Norfolk and Norwich Hos- 
pital, in St. Andrew's hall. 

Oct. 14. A destructive fire on the premises of 
Mr. Ling, cabinet-maker, Bridewell alley. 

1825 A piece of plate, value fifty guineas, presented 

by the governors of the Norfolk and Nor- 
wich hospital, to Edward Taylor, Esq. for 
his eminent services at the grand musical 
festival. 

May 9. The Museum, Upper Haymarket, 
opened. 
32. 
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Mr. Green made his second serial ascent from 
Richmond Hill gardens, accompanied by 
Colonel Harvey, High Sheriff of Norfolk. 

1826 An unusual and severe distress pervaded the 

manufacturing and labouring classes, when 

liberal subscriptions were entered into for 

their support. 
Riots in consequence of the extreme distress ; 

fourteen of the ringleaders committed to 

bridewell. 
New Theatre opened. 

1827 The funeral of the Duke of York observed 

here with great solemnity; during the whole 
day the shops were shut, and from seven till 
ten at night, the great bells of all the parish 
churches tolled the knell of departed worth. 

Joint-Stock Bank, Surrey street, opened. 

A grand procession to Hartford bridges, to 
meet the committee, on their return from 
London) on the " Norwich-a-Port Bill." — A 
bonfire in the evening. 

The city in a dreadful state of tumult and con- 
fusion. — The gates leading to the castle, and 
the opening at the Golden-ball lane, block- 
aded ; the 7th Lancers charged the populace 
on the Castle Ditches — several of the rioters 
slightly wounded. 
4 Female Magdalen established. 

Sept. Second Grand Musical Festival. 

1828 " Norwich a Port."— The new Lock and Swing 

Bridge at Mutford opened, in the presence 
of the directors, and an immense concourse 
of spectators. 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



OF NORWICH. 267 

Not. 20. New Corn Exchange opened. 
Brunswick Constitutional Club established. 

1829 A most alarming fire on the premises of Messrs. 

Trivett and Cozens, ironmongers, corner of 

Exchange street. 
A new ship, called " The Spring," of about 

108 tons burthen, launched from the yard of 

Mr. fiatley, at Carrow. This was the first 

ship built at the " Port of Norwich." 
The first stone of new Fye Bridge was laid by 

Thomas Thurtell, Esq. 
Horticultural Society established. 
A fire on the premises of Messrs. Squire, 

Hills, and Son, distillers. 

1830 Great distress prevailed, and many acts of vio- 

lence committed by the populace. 

Co-operative Societies established. 

An Act of Parliament procured for the pur- 
pose of building a Bridge over the river 
Wensum, in the hamlet of Heigham and the 
parish of St. Clement, in the county and 
city of Norwich. 

June 27. At four o'clock on Sunday morning, 
news reached this city, that George IV. was 
no more ( An universal feeling of respectful 
consideration for his memory was manifested 
in every part of the city, by the closing of 
shops, &c. 

William IV. proclaimed by the proper autho- 
rities, and at the usual places. 
33. 
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The funeral of his late Majesty was duly ob- 
served, and a last tribute of respect paid to 
his memory. 

The freedom of the city presented to Lord 
Sidmouth. 
1831 June 28. Mr. Green made his 100th aerial 
ascent, from Richmond Hill gardens, ac- 
companied by Richard Crawshay, Esq. 

July 2. Mr. Green made his 191st ascent, ac- 
companied by Alderman Marshall. 

Not. 20. The choir of the cathedral re-opened 
for Divine Service, having been repaired 
and restored as nearly as possible to its 
original state. — Extensive repairs, both ex- 
ternal and internal, still in progress. 
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